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THE LEIGHTON NEWS 

 

Deadline for the September edition 

is Thursday August 29th 

Contact: 

Jenny Sanders on 01938 559562 (dandj.sanders@btinternet.com) 
or  

        Allan Smith on 01938 553598 (allansmith748@gmail.com) 

This month’s sponsor of The Leighton News is 

 

N J Evans & Son 

We thank Nick and his staff for their generous and helpful support. 

Number 276                                                                      July 2013 

  

 

 

Whilst driving along the lanes through 

some beautiful countryside in recent days we have 

come upon a number of fields full of poppies and 

buttercups, producing glimpses of large swathes of 

bright red and cheery yellow. The contrasting colours 

really raise the spirit, particularly when they are 

bathed in warm sunlight and yes, the sun was shining 

at the time! Now I am writing this on a rain soaked 

afternoon but the sight of those flowers is, as yet, 

During August The Leighton News has its holiday, re-

turning in September. From the start of this new season 

we will be working to tighter deadlines and it would be 

very much appreciated if contributors could submit  their 

articles before the last Thursday of the month and use the 

date printed below as the absolute last day for submission. 

We hope you have a wonderful summer and that you all 

feel refreshed - whether you stay at home or go away. 

undiminished. 
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 Church Services for July,  

August (and early September). 

Leighton                          Trelystan 

Sunday July 7th 

 

 

Sunday July 14th 

 

 

Sunday July 21st 

 

Sunday August 4th 

 

Sunday August 11th 

 

Sunday August 18th 

 

Sunday 1st September 

9.30am Holy Communion 

 

 

11.15am Family Service 

 

6.30pm Evensong 

 

9.30am Holy Communion 

 

11.15 Family Service 

 

6.30 Evensong 

 

9.30am Holy Communion 

Sidesmen:                      July                 R and R Tibbott 

                                        August             Sarah and James Evans 

                                       September       C Alexander and C Walton 

Flowers and Brass         July                 Ann Evans and Janet Williams 

      Cleaning                   August             C Alexander and P Bayliss  

                                      September         Ann and John Markwick 

 

ALL SAINTS CHURCH, BUTTINGTON 

 

Serving the communities of Buttington, Trewern and Hope 

All Sunday services start at 10 am unless otherwise indicated. 

3pm   Family Service 

 

3pm Holy Communion 

 

 

 

 

3pm Family Service 

 

3pm Holy Communion 

 

 

 

3pm Family Service 
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N J Evans & Son 
Established Central Heating Specialists Your Local  

 on OIL GAS LPG installations and repairs 
 

CURRENT OFFERS AVAILABLE 

Free 7 Yr WARRANTY on Worcester Bosch High Efficiency Gas Boilers 

Free 5 Yr WARRANTY on Worcester Bosch High Efficiency Oil Boilers 

£400 Trade –in on your Old boiler against a New Boiler From Us 

£5 off your boiler service – (valid only till September 1st 2013) 
 

N J Evans & Son should need no introduction to many of you in the Leighton area; having worked 
in the area for over 40 years and Nick & Maggie have lived in Leighton/Forden for nearly all this 
time.  Over the years we have built up a business in the area where we are well known for the 
quality and standard of workmanship. 
 

We have a showroom in Welshpool opposite Sainsbury’s which is open 5 days a week where 
Maggie and Lynda organise the team and deal with any enquiries that our customers may have. 

You can meet us face to face, discuss any work you require and make payments. 
 

The entire workforce are local lads  born and bred, and have all have been employed for over 20 
years. They are competent, trustworthy and loyal and are almost part of the family.  All our team 
are qualified to fit Oil, Gas, LPG installations, being fully trained and registered in Gas Safe and 
OFTEC. 
 

Over the past forty years we have built up a large client base for servicing and maintenance of 
both oil and gas central heating boilers.  We believe that regular servicing keeps things running 
efficiently and safely leading to lower fuel costs and fewer, if any, breakdowns. 
 

We run a planned appointment system, sending out reminders to all our customers, taking the 
worry out of remembering to organise this work - This is especially useful for our many landlords 
and their properties, and indeed for any busy household. 
 

Our engineers are on call 24 hours a day throughout the whole year for our own valued custom-
ers. We are always on hand to install a full central heating or simply upgrade your central heating 
boiler to one of our new generation high efficiency boilers.  We can fit new radiators, update your 
controls and will undertake some plumbing work. 
 

We are also able to offer very good competitive deals on LPG gas tanks, offering £100 FREE 
GAS to existing tank owners – Please ask for details 
 

01938 552976 

Or sales@nj-evans.co.uk 

Showroom @1 & 2 Jehu Road, Welshpool 

mailto:sales@nj-evans.co.uk
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You may remember in one of Maldwyn Thomas’s stories of life in Leighton during the early 

twentieth century, he mentioned Mr Tom Bowdler, an eighteen stone six footer. This was the 

man who was so heavy that he broke through the ice crust which had formed over  heavy snow 

during a shoot to the east of Beacon Ring. The snow came up to his waist! 

 

Here is the story of Mr Tom Bowdler of 4, Pentre, Leighton. 

 

Mr Bowdler fired my imagination and also gave me a desire to know what was going on in the 

outside world. He was a huge man with massive arms and strong limbs and the tattoo images on 

his arms were very impressive. He was a member of a large family who lived in Chester. He ran 

away to sea because he had done something of which his father disapproved and joined the 

naval vessel “The Belarophen”, which was a sailing ship. He was nothing more than a “powder 

monkey” and was treated quite harshly by his officers. He had sailed around the world and 

mentioned Port Elizabeth, Singapore, Hong Kong, Kowloon, Peking and Java Strait, Suez and 

the Yellow River, Tiensin and the Boxer War of 1898. 

He described a trip in a destroyer, caught in a typhoon, when they had to burn every stick of 

furniture to keep the engines working and they were literally starving when they made port, 

which was itself practically destroyed with boats and ships carried right into the streets by the 

strong winds and waves. 

In those days, when the British Empire was a mighty force,  gun boats were sent to trouble 

spots. Tom Bowdler who was now a Chief Petty Officer (promoted for putting out a fire on 

board ship) was sent up the Yellow River (Hurango) Tsinan to punish river pirates. On the banks 

the Chinese had mud forts which fired heavy round cannon balls at our gunboats. Fortunately 

their aim was far from being accurate. The Captain would stand erect and ordered that no 

member of the crew should “duck” when the cannon balls passed over the vessel. When the 

sailors arrived at the river port they found the Chinese had hanged many men who were not river 

pirates at all. Life was cheap and the British sailors often saw baby girls’ bodies floating on the 

river but rarely was a body that of a boy. 

He served in  the Boxer War at the end of the nineteenth century and was present at the sacking 

of Tiensin by a mixed force of British, Russian, French and Chinese. The “Boxers” were so 

fanatical that they believed their bodies were immune from the  bullets of rifle or “nordenfield”. 

They came on in masses armed with an assortment of long handled weapons, most fearsome, 

only to be mown down in their hundreds. They had murdered hundreds of missionaries and 

converts and our forces did not show much mercy, having seen the victims of their torture. 

Bowdler liked the Chinese people and admired their culture in pottery and art. He brought home 

some silk, Chinese wooden puzzles and a revolver, which he would show us when he was in  a 

communicative mood. 

What great memories  Tom Bowdler was able to pass on to his young and interested listeners!  Maldwyn’s 

writings are a reminder that still waters run deep and that  riches often come from experiences and not from 

possessions. Now I’m left wondering what Tom did to cause his father’s disapproval! 



5 

This month we would like some information from our readers about  

Leighton Gate. 

Bert Jones’ daughter came across this picture of Leighton Gate and both she and Bert 

are curious to know the location of the old Toll Cottage. They brought it to my 

attention and now I, too, would like to find out where it was. 

 

Leighton Gate barred the road to the east of Welshpool so that travellers were forced 

to pay a toll in order to use the road. The first act of Parliament to allow turnpikes in 

Montgomeryshire was passed in 1769 and it took more than a hundred years before 

they were all removed from the county.  

It was hoped that the money raised through tolls would keep the roads in good repair 

but, as not all the trusts which operated them were skilled in the art of road-

maintenance, the quality of the surface was variable!  

The notice on the side of the cottages lists the tolls payable and the regulations which 

were in place. An earlier board from this same toll cottage is on display at Powysland 

Museum. 

If you know where Leighton Gate was situated do please get in touch with Bert or 

with Leighton News. We are keen to satisfy our curiosity. 



6 

 Early Retirement. Or - Gus’n’Mo Mus’n’Go 
 
I cannot describe how lucky I was to retire from BP Nutrition at the end of 37 years of service, 
at the tender age of 53! In those 18 years it has become increasingly rare for anyone to find 
themselves in such an enviable position. However those 37 years were not the easiest, 
peppered with the threat of redundancy, very long hours and the need to make extreme 
adjustments to skills and locations. (I started as a London engineer and wound up a Welsh 
manager of BP Nutrition sales).  
 
So, in that fateful year of 1994, my wife Mo and I embarked on our “new life”. There were no 
plans for a new job and we’d both had more than our share of DIY. There was this vague idea 
that we would see as much of the world as we could.  
 
Our travels started with an 8 month long overland trip in a lorry 
the length and breadth of Africa. living in a 2 man tent. 
 
Since then we have enjoyed visits to all 5 continents and are 
now blessed with the ability to recall every moment through 
the services of this computer.  
                
At the risk of being labeled dissolute, it is worth mentioning a 5 
year period of County Councillorship wherein we successfully 
campaigned for a trunk road speed limit for our village of Trewern. An achievement which may 
have saved at least one life! 
 
Now, with Mo being quite content to garden, I was consumed by the desire to do something 
really exciting. Sadly the associated problems of ageing do get in the way. But, never fear, help 
is at hand in the form of the Pelican, Tall Ship of London. 6 years ago I signed up as a trainee 
crewman for Pelican’s maiden transatlantic voyage. And no, at 66, I wasn’t the eldest, he was 
75! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 months at sea, with 28 shipmates, from Weymouth 
to the Caribbean via Lisbon,  Porto Santo and 
Tenerife. No nuance of sailing this 150 ton Tall Ship 
was denied. Threading our way through the Leeward 
and Windward isles even led to each watch having 
command for a day.  
 
There was no greater joy than seeing, initially reticent, teenagers become so self assured as 
they became loaded with responsibilities. There was nowhere to go if they “threw a strop”. 
 
I had always felt that early on, my “oyster” was going to be elusive. Take my advice it is 
definitely better late than never. And, there is no doubt, you will find it on the Pelican.  
Oh, and go west old man, avoid the jet lag! 
 
Gus Fergusson 
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The Herbert Arms, Chirbury                                   01938 561216 

 Julie and Martin took over The Herbert Arms fairly recently and have 

redecorated and added wood-burning stoves to add to the warmth. 

 Lunches and evening meals are served daily apart, from Tuesday. 

  Sunday roast lunch, with a dessert, for just £10! 

 Local ales available. 

 Happy Hour, Monday to Friday 5-7 pm. 

 Donations in June 

We are very grateful to  

Mr and Mrs Donnelly, of 

Trelystan, 

for their donation to The 

Leighton News. 

FORDEN WITH LEIGHTON AND TRELYSTAN COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

MEETING HELD IN FORDEN ON THURSDAY 27TH JUNE 2013 
 

Website 

A Community Council website was set up some time ago but no action taken to update it since 

being established. The Council will now look at updating it on a regular basis 

 

Road from Brooklyn Kennels to Cilcewydd (C2127) 

A petition from the residents regarding the gritting of this road in bad weather has been submitted to 

Highways for their attention. No reply to date. 

 

Potholes Trelystan/Marton 

Highways have responded to a request to deal with the potholes in the Trelystan area—”All we can 

do is very minor patching and pothole repairs; this road has been included in this year’s list for 

funding to be resurfaced; there is no funding allocated to this road at this time”. 

 

Planning 

P2013 0535 Installation of replacement (UPvc) windows at 23, 24, 25, and 26 Castle Court , 

Leighton. 

Supported 

 

Leighton Post Office 

An update from the Post Office—Since the closure of Gortheur, the Post Office has been exploring 

options for restoring a Post Office service to customers in this area. To date no suitable premises 

have been found. 

 

Leighton Village Show 

Cllr Alexander distributed the Show Schedule and Entry forms to members who may wish to 

participate in the Village Show to be held on 21st September. 

 

The next meeting will be held  in Forden on Thursday 25th July at 7 p.m. 
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Churchyard Clean-up Day 

Saturday 27th April was a dull but dry day weather-wise for those who 

came to tidy the churchyard. Good company cheered things up and 

Tinty wishes to thank ; 

Liz and Barry Griffin 

Peter Dallmeier 

John Markwick 

David and Jenny Sanders 

Roma Tibbott 

Jack Tibbott 

John Roberts, who tended the fire and 

Ann Markwick , who tended to the workers with tea and coffee and 

biscuits. 

 

Thank you all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS IN  

THE LEIGHTON DIRECTORY 
 

After many years of keeping the cost of entries to The Leighton News  

Directory  constant , it has become necessary to  

increase  our charge. 

From September the cost will increase to £15 for 10 editions per year.  

We hope you will understand that, as paper and ink costs rise, we are  

facing increased costs too! 

 70th birthday of the Trefoil Guild 

Montgomeryshire Trefoil Guilds invite you to join our Tea 

Party. 

We want to celebrate 70 years of 

Trefoil and have a fun afternoon! 

On Saturday 3rd August in Leighton Village Hallat 2.30pm. 

  

Please contact Teresa on 553545 
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