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June brought the much awaited decision in the Lower Leighton Farm     

planning application. A message from CALFe appears on page 3. 

 

The Leighton News takes a break in August, which means that the next edition will be 

in September. The deadline for that edition will be 

THURSDAY 21st AUGUST 

Copy can be sent to                                                                                                          

Jenny Sanders 01938 559562 (newsatleighton@btinternet.com)                                     

or                                                                                                                           

Allan Smith 01938 553598 (newsatleighton@gmail.com) 

This month’s issue of The Leighton News is sponsored by 

JEAN AND BRIAN UNDERHILL (on behalf of the Open Door Centre) 

Please see the back page for a message from our sponsors 

 What do you 

mean—a field? 

What’s a field? 

 Explain it to her, 

somebody.   

Anybody?? 
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Services at Leighton and Trelystan in July 

SIDESMEN FOR JULY:     ALTAR FLOWERS AND BRASS CLEANING: 

J.MARKWICK & I.PINCHEN     S.HELLIWELL & T.JENKINS 

Sunday 6th July 

9.30am Holy Communion at Leighton 

3.00pm Family Service at Trelystan 

 Sunday 13th July 

11.15am Family Service at Leighton 

3.00pm Holy Communion at Trelystan 

 Sunday 20th July 

6.30pm Choral Evensong at Leighton 

       Sunday 27th July 

     No services at Leighton or Trelystan 

        Sunday 3rd August 

      9.30am Holy Communion at Leighton 

      3.00pm Family Service at Trelystan 

Open Door Family Centre 

Registered Charity Number 1034370 

OPEN GARDEN (MAY 25th) 

A big thank you to Mr.and Mrs.Bayliss, Frank and helpers 

who worked so hard to make the day a big success.       

Although it was a wet and miserable day, people braved the 

elements to visit and support the charity. To those people 

and others who so generously donated to the charity: 

THANK YOU. 

The event raised £495.80. 

FASHION SHOW AT THE OLD RAILWAY STATION 

(MAY 29th) 

What talent we have locally!                                                                                                                 

Thank you to our models who did a sterling job.                                                                                   

A most enjoyable evening was had by all. THANK YOU for 

your generous support.  

The event raised £514.20. 

L.P.  (Voluntary Trustee) 

 

 

 

TRELYSTAN CHURCH FETE 

SATURDAY 26TH JULY 

OPENS AT 2.30PM IN THE CHURCHYARD 

GIANT RAFFLE                                       

BOOK STALL                                                         

CHILDREN’S GAMES                                               

CAKE STALL                                             

BRIC A BRAC                                                   

PLANTS                                                        

REFRESHMENTS 

ALL THE FUN OF THE FAIR! 
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LOWER LEIGHTON FARM: A MESSAGE FROM CALFe 

We are very sorry to announce that Mr Justice Hickinbottom who on June 13th ruled on the     

Judicial Review regarding Lower Leighton Farm has ruled in favour of Mr Fraser Jones and     

dismissed WSPA’s application against planning permission.                                                       

So, the mega-dairy WILL now go ahead. CALFe members will soon be meeting with WSPA to 

discuss how we can ensure that the conditions put on the planning application are adhered 

to. We will ALL need to work together (alongside Powys County Council) to ensure that these 

conditions are not watered down and are upheld by Mr Jones. 

This is very sad news after all the hard work by WSPA, CALFe and local people to bring plans 

for the expansion to an end. Only time will tell what will happen to our village,                            

our community and our school. 

Thanks for all your support and keep checking in to the CALFe website                                  

where we will post any relevant news. 

 

 

NATIONAL GARDENS SCHEME 

 LOCAL GARDENS OPEN FOR CHARITY 

                                     

Summer is here and the 2014 National Gardens Scheme is underway. With your help The National Gar-
dens Scheme donated £2.1 million pounds to Marie Curie, Macmillan, Help the Hospices and other chari-
ties of which £10,000 was raised here in Montgomeryshire. Do come and visit one of our beautiful gardens, 
you will have a wonderful afternoon out with delicious tea and cakes and your admission ticket will have 
helped the cancer and caring charities.  We also have a number of gardens that open for private visits for 
groups of friends or societies listed below so why not arrange a private visit?  We are very interested to 
hear now of gardens of quality, character and interest that might like to open for the ngs in 2015. Do give 
me a ring if you would like to have a chat and hear more about joining us in our fundraising for these im-
portant charities. Discover more at www.ngs.org.uk or pick up a leaflet at Welshpool Library or Tourist 
Information Centre.  Thank you.                            Susan See-Paynton 

                                                                                              01686 650531 

 

Saturday 28 & Sunday 29 June & Wednesday 2 July & by appointment for private visits  01938 
559112 

1 Church Bank, Welshpool, SY21 7DR Open 12-5pm Adm £3, chd free Home-made tea and cakes. 
Every Sunday 1 June – 31 August 
Cwm-Weeg, Dolfor, Newtown SY16 4AT Open 2- 5pm Adm £4, chd free Home- made teas 

Saturday 5 & Sunday 6 July & by appointment for private visits  01938 500370 

Tan-y-Llyn, Meifod, SY22 6YB  Open 2-5pm  Adm £3.50, chd free Home- made teas and plants for sale 

Sunday 6 July 

Esgair Angell,Aberangell,Machynlleth SY20 9QJ Open 2-5pm Adm£4 chd free. Home made teas  
Saturday 12 and Sunday 13 July and by appointment for private visits 

Chapel House (01938 561336) and Quarry House, (01938 561397) Priest Weston SY15 6DF Open 11-

4.30pm Combined admission £4.50, chd free Home-made teas and plants for sale 

Sunday 20 July and by appointment for private visits 01686 626745 

Glynderyn, Milford Road, Newtown Open 2-5pm Adm £2 chd free Home made teas and plants for sale 

Sunday 27 July and by appointment for private visits 01686 650307 

Fraithwen,Tregynon. SY16 3EW Open 2-6pm Adm: £3 chd free Home-made teas and plants for sale 
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Economic Growth: Cure or Curse                  by Ian Corke  

We keep being told, by both the Westminster Government and the Welsh Assembly, that economic 

growthwill be the magic bullet that solves all our problems. But is that really the case? 

For villages like Leighton it may well be the end of life as we know it, as it will almost certainly lead to 

building on green field sites and a total change to the character of village life. In the long term we will 

simply become part of the greater Welshpool. The requirement to build thousands of new homes and re-

laxation of planning laws must lead to a rash of uncontrollable construction. Despite assurances that local 

people will have a greater say the initial evidence is that when local people do say “No!” they are simply 

overruled at planning enquires or by government ministers.  

It was the rush for economic growth that resulted in the recent economic debacle, triggered off by mort-

gage defaults in the USA, and made contagious by globalisation. Governments everywhere have put the 

blame on bankers but wasn’t it those same governments which encouraged more flexible lending on a 

banking industry that had traditionally been very cautious about lending money for mortgages? One might 

also wonder what the regulators, set up incidentally by the very same governments, were doing. Some 

would say they were asleep on the job but perhaps they were merely reflecting government attitudes.  

If financial history teaches us anything it is that periods of “boom” have been followed by “bust” as sure as 

night follows day. Rather than uncontrolled growth what we should be seeking is economic stability with a 

growth rate of no more than 1% per year and a surplus rather than a national debt which is so colossal it 

can never be paid off.  

Why then is our government, like many others, pursuing a policy which in the end can only lead to difficul-

ties and an even bigger crisis in the future?  The answer is that they have made promises which common 

sense should have told them they could not fulfil without unsustainable levels of economic growth. Was it 

that the politicians were stupid and simply didn’t understand economics or that they did and lied to us to 

get votes? Recent events with regard to parliamentary expenses might give a clue.  

The introduction, in the last century, of the National Health Service and State Pensions was of course a 

good thing but it was the introduction of the former that led to the present crisis in the latter. It should have 

been obvious; indeed it was part of the objective, that the NHS would deliver a better quality of life and 

reduce premature deaths. The consequence of living longer meant that pensions would need to be paid 

for longer and therefore require more funding. When first introduced, in 1925, the majority of men only sur-

vived the state pension age of 65 by a few years and many, particularly in depressed areas, didn’t even 

reach it. The average age of death, in the UK, over the past 50 years, has increased by 10 years for men 

and 8 years for women. That would have required a massive increase either in pension contributions or 

economic growth in order to keep pension ages as they used to be, or a substantial increase in the pen-

sionable age. For years governments of all colours failed to tackle the problem, until the situation became 

critical, for fear of losing votes.  

However, it is the demand for housing that is most likely to affect Leighton. The driver for massive increas-

es in house building is the growing population and population growth has predominantly been fuelled by 

virtually uncontrolled immigration.  

There are those who will claim that an increase in house building is good for the construction industry, and 

in the short term they are correct. It does create employment but many of the jobs are likely to be filled by 

immigrants from the low wage countries in the EU. That of course depresses wages and makes sure local 

people will remain un-employed unless they are prepared to accept artificially depressed wages.  

Naturally immigrants want their families to join them which puts further pressure on housing demand and 

drives up prices. The only logical solution is to build even more houses which in turn will fuel immigration, 

a problem which will therefore grow exponentially.  

It’s the politics of the mad-house— which is, some may say, exactly what we have in the Palace of West-

minster and the Senedd . 

HAVE YOUR SAY:     Where our readers tell us what matters to them 
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LEIGHTON COUNTY PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Year One and Two have been working hard          

this term! 
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Litebites and Laughter Lunches at the Herbert 

Would you, or someone you know, like the opportunity to meet up with friends and enjoy a good chat whilst ea'ng a tasty 

lunch?   We would like to invite you to come along to The Herbert Arms in Chirbury to sample Julie’s delicious cooking on  

Wednesday July 16
th

 12.30 – 2.00pm .  

Everyone would be most welcome and we feel that those of you who live alone or have responsibili'es at home would espe-

cially appreciate the opportunity to meet friends in a pleasant environment. It is proposed to hold these lunches on the third 

Wednesday of each month. Julie has very kindly offered to provide a selec'on of Light lunches especially for these occa-

sions, main courses such as Ham & Eggs, Fish & Chips, Quiche, potatoes & salad etc.  for only £6.    

It is undeniable that ac"vi"es such as this do help to improve people’s health and wellbeing – it gives everyone the oppor-

tunity to enjoy and benefit from the company of others.  

We really hope you will be able to come along. This is a new project therefore we would welcome your thoughts and ideas, 

a2er all we want to create a successful event which we hope will go from strength to strength and benefit as many people as 

possible. 

We look forward to welcoming you. 

Thank you ,  Pat & Judith 

If you require further informa'on please telephone Julie 01938 561216 

Something for the garden…… 

Perfectly composted organic horse manure. 

FREE to good home only! 

Contact 01938 535050   or e-mail     peter.whaledecorating@gmail.com 

LEIGHTON CHURCHYARD 

With two Summer weddings coming up it seems to be a 

good opportunity to tidy up the churchyard. If you can spare 

an hour between 9.30 and 12.00 on Saturday 5th July we 

would be delighted to see you. 

Coffee and biscuits provided! 

I would like to thank the “strimmer gang” who for the past 

few years have cut the grass around the graves at the back 

of the  churchyard. 

Thanks               David Griffiths 01938 555458  

CELTICMOON DOGGY DAY CARE AND HOME BOARDING                                                                                  
Cel'cmoon Hounds, at The Pentre, now has room to board your dog whilst you are at work, on the occasional daytrip, or away 

on holiday.  Your dog will be a member of our family  when with us, and will live alongside our well socialised dogs in our 

home, where they will enjoy woodland walks, squashy sofas and lots of cuddles.                                                                                  

For many years we have had dogs that we have bred back for their holidays, and have also fostered a number of dogs for                 

various breed rescues, with some of the cruelty cases having had very bad experiences before we take them in for                             

rehabilita'on and rehoming - but we have found that a2er a day or two of seCling in, all of these dogs have loved staying with 

us and quickly become welcomed into our pack.  Our own dogs, of course, are very used to having new dogs come to stay.  So, 

instead of leaving your dog home alone, why not let him enjoy our home comforts while you are out - your dog will go home 

happy and 'red! 

We charge £15 for up to 12 hours, and £20 for a 24 hour overnight stay.  We do ask that your pet is fully vaccinated, flea treat-

ed and neutered.  We are licenced by Powys County Council, fully insured and Kennel Club inspected and Assured.  So give 

Elaine a call on 01938 559128 for more informa'on or email info@cel'cmoonhounds.com 

 The Leighton News 

thanks                      

Roger Brooks                

for his kind donation         

this month 
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St Mary’s,  Trelystan, near Welshpool—Resting Place of  King Elystann 
Glodrydd—to be restored with Heritage Lottery Fund support 

 

 

 

 

 

St Mary’s Church, Trelystan has been awarded a grant of £77,400  by The Heritage Lottery Fund 
towards the cost of essential repairs. The work involves extensive repairs to the building’s timber 
frame and brick infill panels and to internal ceilings as well as work on drainage, gutters and 
downpipes and the total cost of the project is just over £90,000. 

 

The church is the resting place of Elystann Glodrydd, King of Rhwng Gwy a Hafren (‘Between the 
Wye and the Severn’) who was buried there in 1010 after being killed in a battle nearby. In the  
fifteenth century, the church was rebuilt in timber and was the only wholly church in Wales. An 
extensive restoration in 1856 encased the fifteenth century building within a heavy timber and 
brick structure externally and match boarding internally. 

 

Rev Robert Leach, the Vicar of St Mary’s, said, ‘In May 2013, the Heritage Lottery Fund awarded 
us a grant of £16,800 which enabled us to develop our repair proposals in consultation with our 
architect, structural engineer and other specialists. We could not have produced a repair          
specification so quickly without that funding.  Similarly, we would not be able to have the work 
carried out without the Heritage Lottery Fund’s present grant of £77,400.  Thanks to them, we 
can be certain that St Mary’s will be in an excellent state of repair for many years to come.’ 

 

Head of Heritage Lottery Fund Wales, added, “Places of Worship are a powerful, visual              
connection with our past and always tell a powerful, local story. We are thrilled that this grant 
will help secure the future of St Mary’s Church to be enjoyed by present and future generations 
not just as a place of worship, but as a focus for community activity.” 

For further information, please contact Rev Robert Leach on 01938 561822  

or by e-mail at revtrebor@hotmail.com 

 

 

 About the Heritage Lottery Fund: 

 

HLF is the UK’s largest dedicated funder of heritage: 

This year it will invest £375million on a broad range of projects - from museums, parks and       
historic places to archaeology, natural environment and cultural traditions 

HLF has supported more than 36,000 projects allocating over £6billion across the UK since the 
establishment of the National Lottery in 1994 

In Wales HLF has invested over £284 million and supported over 2,162 projects in local          
communities all over the country.  

 

Find more information at www.hlf.org.uk and follow us on Twitter @HLFCymru. 
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The Battle of Buttington 

“Haesten made a rush with a large force from Benfleet, and  ravaged  savagely 

through all the lands of the Mercians until he and his men reached the borders of 

the Welsh. The army stationed then in the east of the country gave them support, 

and the Northumbrian one similarly. The famous Ealdorman Aethelhelm made 

open  preparation with a cavalry force, and gave  pursuit together with the     

western English army under the generalship of Aethelnoth. And King Aethelred 

of the Mercians was afterwards present with them, being at hand with                  

a large army.” 

In the year 893, a crucial battle took 

place between, on one side, an         

Anglo-Saxon and Welsh army, and, on 

the other, an army of Danes or Vikings. 

The location of this event, the Battle of 

Buttington, is thought to be our         

familiar village of Buttington (though it 

has been suggested that an alternative 

site may be  Buttington Tump at the 

mouth of the  River Wye). There is      

evidence to support either location, but       

it is inconclusive. 

The Anglo-Saxon historian               

Aethelweard wrote:  

Aethelred was the son-in-law of King Alfred, 

who was unable to offer help in the engagement    

because he was himself fighting the Danes in 

the south west, near Exeter. However, the army  

assembled by Aethelred seemed undaunted by 

the task, while the Danish army was battle    

weary, and seemed unprepared. The Danes were 

pinned down on an island in the Severn by the 

Mercian army for many weeks, and were forced 

at one point to slaughter and eat their horses, so 

desperate had their condition become.  

…..or was it? 
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Eventually, they were forced to 

break out and fight, and a long 

and bloody battle ensued. The 

Mercian army carried the day, 

and after much slaughter the 

Danes were defeated, the    

remnants of them being         

allowed to creep away on 

promise of good conduct (a 

promise which did not last long 

once the Viking army had      

regrouped: they went on to    

attack Chester and parts of 

North Wales). 

The exact site of the battle is of 

course unknown. However, when 

work was being carried out on       

Buttington Church and its  graveyard 

in the 19th Century, a hoard of human 

bones was found, containing over 

four hundred skulls, many of which 

showed evidence of a violent death. 

Historians are divided as to whether 

these are the remains of the            

Anglo-Saxon and Viking armies from 

893, or from a later battle which took 

place nearby in the 11th Century, or 

whether they were simply burials in 

the graveyard which had been cleared 

to make room for others.  

The geographical details given in the Anglo-Saxon record are for some a persuasive 

argument that the battle did indeed take place on the flood plain of the Severn, behind 

what is now the Green Dragon Inn. If so, our quiet hamlet of Buttington was the scene 

of one of the most decisive battles in our history: the defeat of the Danish armies at  

Buttington signalled the start of the Anglo-Saxon resurgence and the eventual        

unification of the ancient British kingdoms into the kingdom of England. 

Are you convinced? 
More information can be found in the work of local historian Martin Hackett, of Trewern, 

whose book Lost Battlefields of Britain (ISBN 978-0752464336) examines the evidence. 
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TREE ACTIVE 

Liam O’Brien                     Specialist Tree Surgery 

Fully Qualified and Insured 

01938 554671 or  07528 752679 

E-mail: liam@treeactive.co.uk 

www.treeactive.co.uk 

PADDOCK ELECTRICAL LTD                 

Domestic—Commercial—Industrial— Portable Appliance Test-

ing—Installations and Rewires  Emergency Lighting—Periodic 

Inspection and Testing  Solar PV Installation—6 year no-

quibble guarantee on all work—All work issued with a Compli-

ance Certificate     All work carried out by qualified electricians 

approved by NICEIC, ECA, CHAS, Constructionline—Part-P 

Domestic Installer and Trustmark Full Public Liability Insurance  

All staff checked with CRB (Criminal Records Bureau)      

Welshpool 01938 555521      Middletown 01938 570311        

e-mail: info@paddockelectrical.co.uk 

KINGSWOOD FRAMES & MIRRORS 

Framers, Carvers, Gilders, Restorers 

Tim Haysell 

Unit 2, Offa’s Dyke Business Park 

Tel:  01938 554985 

Fax: 01938 554901 

CHAMELEON HAIR STUDIO 

Broad Street, Montgomery 

Specialising in foil colouring, plus all other           

hairdressing requirements. 

Now stockists of the vibrant and fun                  

Jackie Brazil Jewellery 

01686 668286 

PETER WHALE 

Decorating Contractor       Quality Workmanship 

For your free estimate, contact 

01938 535050 

Mobile: 07870 274228 

peter.whaledecorating@gmail.com 

OAKLEAF JOINERY 

Roy Maddox 

Building and Joinery Services 

Unit 6, Leighton Centre 

 

01938 553748 

BROOKLYN KENNELS  

AND CATTERY 

Gerry Hill and John Nunn 

 

01938 580346 

info@brooklyn-kennels-cattery.co.uk 

ANDREW THOMAS 

Agricultural Contracting and 

 Septic Tank Emptying 

 

01938 553219 

FIREWOOD 

Hardwood Logs cut to size for fireplace                  

or woodburner                                                    

Trailer Loads delivered                                             

Bulk Bags for collection 

Call BEN on 

01743 884403  or  07971 171576 

COOKSON’S OF WELSHPOOL    

HOPE LANE, WELSHPOOL, POWYS 

GROUP TRAVEL FOR ALL OCCASIONS 

48 seat Executive Coaches                                      

21, 35, 53 & 57 seat Standard Coaches                 

14 and 16 seat Minibuses                                   

Daytrips and excursions                                      

Contact Mike or Chris on 01938 553465 

THE LEIGHTON DIRECTORY 



15 

SCRUFFY TO FLUFFY       

DOG GROOMING                                                   

at Whitley Crest,                                                      

Halfway House, Shrewsbury. 

For more information contact 

GIVENY ANDREW 

07773 301239 

CELTICMOON DOGGY DAYCARE 
& HOME BOARDING 

Does your dog hate being left alone while you're at work, on 
holiday or just out for the day?  We can board your dog in our 

home where he will enjoy woodland walks, canine companions 
and lots of cuddles.  We are licenced, insured and                

Kennel Club Assured. 

Contact Elaine on 01938 559128 or 
email info@celticmoonhounds.com 

WINDOW & SOLAR PANEL       

CLEANING 

Local Service for Residential and                            

Commercial Properties 

Free Quotes and Affordable Rates 

01938 570854     or     07779 837268 

BEAUTY BY AMANDA                              

Ultimate Non-Surgical Face-Lift * Massages*     

Tanning * Shellac manicures * Hair Removal *     

Hot Stone Massage                                               

For an appointment or consultation contact Amanda 

on 01938 580002    or    07950 385215             

fb page “Beauty By Amanda Welshpool” for special 

offers or e-mail amandaspencer@sky.com            
Also available Spray Tan Parties; Consultant for “Arbonne” 

SPLASH Plumbing & Heating Engineers 

GAS SAFE & OFTEC Registered. Fully Trained and CRB

-checked staff. Free Quotation and Advice. Installation, 

Service and Repair, from a tap washer to a complete 

plumbing/heating installation. 24-hour Emergency       

Call Out available to our customers. Fully Insured. 

Call your local plumbers on: 

01938 580113    or    07800 552026 

SALLY DAVIES, HOMEOPATH        

01938 580278                                                          

Homeopathy is an effective alternative therapy.       

It can help with all kinds of health issues for all age 

groups, including depression, stress, anxiety,        

sleeplessness, and digestion.                             

Please feel free to phone me if you would like an 

initial discussion.                                                        

I also have an established pet-sitting service. 

LEIGHTON GARDENING SERVICES 

For lawn-mowing, cultivating, long-reach          

hedge cutting, patio cleaning, fencing,                 

and any other gardening needs. 

 

Contact: 

01938 570241   or  07813 720080 

FEEL GREAT WITH ALOE VERA        

Superb quality Aloe Vera and bee products.    

Drinks, treatment creams, supplements,              

personal care, skin care, weight management,    

cosmetics, animal care (domestic and farm).     

Special gift ideas. 60-day, money-back guarantee. 

Try some products at home free.                        

Carol and Paul Harris 01938 553430           

carol@aloevera.uk.net    www.bit.ly/carolshop 

N.J.EVANS AND SON                         
Your Local Established Central Heating Specialists in Welshpool        

Established over 40 years 

 Planned Annual Maintenance on Oil, Gas & LPG Central 

Heating Boilers with 24 Hour Breakdown Cover.         

Free quotations on new efficient central heating boilers. 

Now is a good time to act and save money on fuel costs.  

Showrooms at 1 & 2 Jehu Road, Welshpool 

01938 552976 

BOOKKEEPING SOLUTIONS 

A cost effective bookkeeping service for small to 
medium size businesses.  Services include        

computerised accounting, VAT Returns,             
management accounts. 

IAB Registered 

 

GARRETTS LTD 

Tel: 01938 580533  
e-mail: garretts4.mail@tiscali.co.uk  
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THE HERBERT ARMS, CHIRBURY 

01938 561216 

Lunches and evening meals served daily,         

apart from Tuesday. 

Sunday Roast lunch, with dessert, for only £10! 

Local Ales Available 

Happy Hour, Monday to Friday 5—7 p.m. 

SARAH EVANS                             

PROPERTY SERVICES                            

OFFERING RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL     

LANDLORDS A PERSONAL AND PROFESSIONAL        

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT SERVICE                      

Regulated by RICS                                                   

CONTACT: SARAH EVANS B.Sc.(Hons) MRICS 

T: 07989 175441    E: sarahevans.ps@btinternet.com     

A: Castle View, Leighton SY21 8HH 

DI STEVENS                                                    

MCSP   HPC Reg 

Chartered Human and Animal Physiotherapist 

07808 529925 

Helping you and your loved ones reduce pain and 

restore movement 

Home Visits Available 

What would you do with your life                  

if you could wave a magic wand?                  

Do you know anyone (any age and anywhere in the UK, 

or overseas) looking for more control over their income, a 

better pension, or a way of helping others? If so, please 

ask them to talk to us about how to achieve totally      

uncapped and willable income in a few hours a week. 

Carol and Paul Harris 01938 553430         

carol@aloevera.uk.net 

This month’s edition of The Leighton News has 

been generously sponsored by Brian and Jean 

Underhill on behalf of the Open Door Centre.  

Amy Johnson, the Voluntary Chair of Open 

Door, has written to explain something about 

the work of the charity: 

 

Open Door is a local children’s charity in Howell Drive, 

Welshpool, just down the road from you. It was started 

in 1993 by a group of volunteers, and was initially run as 

a mother and toddler group. Over the last twenty years 

Open Door has grown and reduced at different times, 

often due to the economic climate. In 2010 the nursery 

was successful with a two year Lottery bid in which it 

developed, in addition to a dedicated Nursery, a high 

quality After School and Holiday Club, and a Family 

Support Team. There was also money to convert what 

was the old swimming pool changing rooms into a hall 

for community groups to use.. As with many charities, 

Open Door has faced difficult times since 2012. The pro-

ject sadly had to close the After School and Holiday 

Club. The family support teamwork finished, and the 

nursery is now a sessional-only nursery. Open Door is 

managed by a Board of Trustees, which make up a man-

agement committee. Many staff and committee members 

sadly left during these difficult times, however we are 

now made up of a small group of seven voluntary trus-

tees and five staff members who are determined and 

committed to keeping Open Door here for those in our 

local community who simply need to pop in for a cup of 

tea and a chat to feel less isolated, or who are at crisis 

and needing support from their local family centre. 

 

Over the years Open Door has touched the lives of nu-

merous children and families, helping them through dif-

ficult times, or just being there when they most need it, 

whether it is for a cup of tea, a shoulder to cry on, advice 

or support, or to attend a parenting support group to meet 

other parents. Open Door has worked with numerous 

families whose children may have special or additional 

needs, or families who live in deprivation and are strug-

gling to make ends meet. 

The Nursery is now comprised of Foundation Phase ses-

sions for three year olds in the afternoon and children 

who live in a Flying Start area in the morning. The Fly-

ing Start Project aims to offer targeted support for those 

families who are living in an economically deprived ar-

ea. There are some children with additional and quite 

complex needs supported by the staff of Open Door. 

There are groups running in the hall including a group of 

parents who meet monthly with children with additional 

needs (Butterflies Group), there is a domestic abuse sup-

port group, and youth groups using the hall, along with 

Play Montgomeryshire and Action for Children, who run 

parenting groups. The Centre remains actively busy, 

buzzing with activity. 

If anyone would like to receive “Friends of Open Door 

Newsletter” please contact Laura Poole or myself          

(e-mail: opendoortrustees@hotmail.com/

info@opendoorfamilycentre.org.uk). If anyone would 

like to get involved with events by supporting us, also 

contact us directly. We are always looking to expand our 

support base, in particular welcoming new committee 

members. If you feel you have skills you would like to 

share with us, such as treasury or fundraising skills, do 

let us know! 

 


