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   CHURCH SERVICES   NOVEMBER 2017   

A huge thank you to everyone who supported the Harvest lunch in so many different ways. It was  a beautiful 
Autumn day on which to celebrate our local harvest. Approximately £900 was made (see page 7) and many 
thanks to the willing volunteers who turned out earlier in the month to give the churchyard an autumn tidy up 
and to Ann for welcome coffee and cakes (see page 11)                                          Elisabeth & David Griffifths

 

The Rev Robert has  struggled with his health since his heart attack in February 2015 and has 
suffered with fatigue ever since. He has now decided to retire on 31st December this year and 
with holiday owing his final day  will be Advent Sunday. 
The Chirbury Group has agreed to hold a Holy Communion Benefice Service on Advent Sunday 
3rd December,  to give Robert and Janet a good send off.  
There will be refreshments after this service. Everyone is invited.

- 2 -

Date/Day Leighton Trelystan 

Sunday 5th Nov  
All Saints 

9.30am Holy Communion 
  

7th Nov Chirbury at 7.00pm 
All Souls Day - Service of 
Memorial and Thanksgiving 
 

  

Sunday 12th Nov 
Remembrance  

10.50am Service of 
Remembrance (WKR) 

Trelystan Service moved to  
next Sunday 

Sunday 19th Nov  
Second before Advent 

11.00am  
Holy Communion and  
Holy Baptism (WKR) 

3.00pm  
Holy Communion (WKR) 

Sunday 26th Nov 
Next before Advent 

Advent Concert 
6.30pm  

Rotas for Leighton Church November 2017  
Sidemens Rota                                                                       Altar Flowers & Brass Cleaning 
E & D GRIFFITHS                                                               R TIBBOTT & JANE WALTON 

 

Advent Group Communion Service            Sunday 3rd December 
The Rev Robert’    Last Service at Holy Trinity Leighton 

Refreshments after the Service 
t’s



Holy Trinity Church, Leighton on:
SUNDAY 26th November at 6:30 pm

TICKETS £8 to include 
Mulled Wine & Mince Pie
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Leighton Youth Hostel opened in 1934. It 
was named after the nearest village on the 

map. Early hikers hoping to book in 
were baffled to find no sign of it in 
the village. The following year the 

hostel was renamed as Long Mountain.
   We had seen the letters YHA pencilled onto one section 
of our electricity fuse box and years ago had been given a 
very poor picture copied from the wartime handbook.
   Researching the YHA archives recently showed a new 
update in 2015 recording: ‘Welsh Harp -  extensive 
farmhouse, still featuring original half-timbering’. This 
entry was by their honorary archivist, John Martin, who 
came by when we were not at home.
   John subsequently sent us the super high definition 
postcard we have used for this month’s cover picture — 
kindly described in the hostelling history he is now 
compiling as ‘… a scene of timeless bucolic interest’. To 
our eye the buildings show signs of noticeable 
dilapidation — something later tenants and owners have 
been trying to remedy for the last 50+ years.
   To complete the Welsh Harp section of his archive, John 
asked if we had any knowledge of the Gittins family — 
the farmers who were the YHA wardens in the 30s and 
40s. Yes — thanks to a most extraordinary meeting we did 
and knew exactly where and what parts of the buildings 
were used to accommodate the hostellers.
   Organising the information from bygone eras was also 
an incentive to finally draw up floor plans (never seen 
before). The ‘house’ has evolved in sections over 
hundreds of years and there are still parts we can’t agree 
about the whys and whens. We’ve put extra documents in 
the online versions where there are no space limitations. 
   Finally, don’t miss the thrilling prequel in next month’s 
issue provisionally entitled ‘The Danish Connection’about 
an even earlier YHA nearby. 
 
 
   
 

The November meeting of The Arts Society, Mid Wales 
& Borders (Formerly NADFAS) is on Thursday
23rd November The speaker is Sarah Gathercole and 
the topic is Velazquez 
and the Spanish Court.
 
 
The meetings take 
place in The Powis 
Suite, Royal Oak Hotel, 
Welshpool, and begin 
at 2.30pm.  Non-
members are welcome 
to attend, though a 
donation of £5 towards cost will be appreciated.

For further details please e-mail 
avril@avrilhart.com

 

1st December

Did You Know?
EMAIL addresses Don’t have to be lower case. They can be a 
mix of upper and lower case e.g.  

WEB SITES are the same — mixed case is fine up to the end 
of the main domain part e.g.   

www. is optional — you don’t need to type it in — it’s still 
shown  in print to indicate an address for a web browser. 

ABBREVIATION www is 6 syllables so is longer to say than the  
World Wide Web which is only 3 syllables.

GEEK BONUS http:// is the really important address bit but 
not always seen. HT = HyperText = the clickable links to go 
another page or picture. TP = Transfer Protocol = the system 
to deliver pages and carry out click instructions.

https:// is a more secure connection. These links are 
the essence of Sir Tim Berners-Lee’s invention of the 
web in March 1989. 

 Geek Information Service
DH

 

Thursday
2nd November

at 7:00 pm

Friday
1st December

at 7:30 pm
 

 LADY MACBETH   SING  

- 4 -



Congratulations to Nikki and Joe Mead on the birth of a beautiful baby boy, 8lb3oz, a little brother for Olle 
grandson for Sharon and Dave ,great-grandson for Pat and Robert.

Changes in the PENTRE
In the past few weeks there has been a lot of activity in the Pentre with several removal lorries moving 
people out of the village and then more moving new residents in.
 
 Firstly Bon voyage to the one and only Margery  Davies of The Old Vicarage who has 

moved to Shrewsbury and also welcome to her nephew Rees Pritchard and his wife 
Charmaine and children Elliot, Melissa and Toby who have recently moved in.  We 
are so pleased Marg often comes back to events as she had been here for ever and is 
greatly missed but we all wish her every happiness in her new home and likewise we 
feel sure the Prichard family will enjoy living here in Leighton.

 
 Welcome to Katie and Matt  who have moved into No. 9 Pentre along with their new 
born baby.  We hope that all three of you will be very happy in the village.
 

Welcome to the Pentre Row to Keith and Susan Marshall 
who have moved into No. 4 Pentre, they snapped it up after it was on the 
market for only a couple of days.  We wish you every happiness in this 
beautiful village.

 
 Bon Voyage to Elaine and Michael Day and their prize winning dogs who have moved  
from the Pentre and we hope that you will be very happy in your new home.  
Welcome to the new arrivals who have moved into No. 3 Pentre and again we wish 
you much happiness here in Leighton.
  

On the other side of the village we wish Bon Voyage to the Knobbs and welcome  
Robert and Jeanette Richards who have moved into Poplar Drive and have already 
met lots of villagers at the Harvest lunch.  

 
 
   Thank you to Martin Dyson who has done more work on the Village Playhouse using 
recycled material and a great deal of skill.  
 
  Happy SPECIAL birthday on 13th November  to the one and only Sian Hinkins 

who is so often seen riding around the village.  We feel sure that Andrew and  
the Cadwallader clan will help her celebrate in style.
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The SOOT SERGEANT  is a chimney sweep 
and a new advertiser in the newsletter. 
Here he is in action having had several 
bookings in the village already. 
So if you have a wood burner or open fire 
then look in the Trade Directory (last three 
pages) and you too can banish that soot. 

ALEXANDERS  Take a look at Alexanders Spooky 
Halloween window in Welshpool, it’s a triumph!  
Congratulations to the amazing Sue for putting it all 
together along with the ever glamorous Phyllis.  
Rumour has it that Duncan and Marshall are doing 
the next window on a Guy Fawkes theme 
...............what could possibly go wrong???

WHAT’S ON...... Make a note in your diaries that there will be a CHRISTMAS COFFEE MORNING on Saturday 9th 
December 10am – 12noon in Leighton Village Hall for Village Hall Funds.  More details to follow next month. 
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Leighton Harvest Service & Lunch 

15th October 2017
The Church looked wonderful for the Harvest Service.

Villagers start to arrive at the 
Village Hall for the Harvest Lunch 
that followed the church serviceA happy harvester

Lucky James chooses 
yet another draw 
prize to add to his 
extensive collection 
that he won and 
distributed to all of 
the Evans family.

The table laden with the food 
donated by the villagers.
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[The parish of] Rhosgoch was also a manor. The old 
manor house was built in 1555, and was now known as the 
Welsh Harp. In that house the court leet was held. Into the 
courtyard in front of the old house the Welsh farmers long 
ago drove their sheep and cattle to rest for the night on 
their march into England, and over them guard was kept 
by a man who was stationed on the top of the house armed 
with a blunderbuss. There was a noted flockmaster in 
Queen Anne's reign named Methuselah Jones who became 
very wealthy, and was High Sheriff of Montgomeryshire. 

The group of tithings located within a manor were called 
a leet, so some judicial powers became known as a court 
leet. A court would record the pledges of the freemen's 
oaths of peacekeeping and good practice in trade of 
food, drink, and agriculture. Its duties also included 
trying and punishing minor crimes. This was in the 
presence of a jury but not in the modern sense because 
the ‘jury’ also indicted wrongdoers, stood witness, and 
helped decide on punishment. The court leet developed 
while the modern jury system was still evolving.
 

COURT LEET

 

WELSH HARP 1555 - 2017 — A SHORT HISTORY

This part of a newspaper report in 1910 is well known and 
one of the first stories we heard about our house. The 
original 16th century section on the right (dotted outline 
on the plan) doesn’t look much like a manor house but in 
Tudor times a house with a large main room and three  
rooms upstairs may have been quite luxurious. The 
Powysland Archives mention that  about a  hundred years 
later such properties became known just as ‘farmhouses’.

    As a sheep drovers’ inn, the business must have 
prospered because a completely new section was added 
in about 1820. This would have been to provide extra 
accommodation with two large rooms on both the ground 
and first floors. There was a fireplace in each of the four 
new rooms. However, work on the new part must have 
started with the construction of the cellar - the size of the 
whole floor area. The new building surrounded the large 
chimney of the old inglenook leaving a complicated 
passageway between the two parts. 

   Alan Gittins and his family were the last people using 
Welsh Harp as a farmhouse. Our neighbour Keith Davies, 
who farmed at Garbetts 
Hall until a few years 
ago, bought the  farm 
in 1962. Keith sold the 
house itself in 1965 but 
is actively farming the 
surrounding land to 
the present day.  

 

There had been quite a lot of modernisation by the first 
purchaser including central heating, before we bought 
the house in December 1975. It took more than a year to 
discover most of the nooks and crannies. 

    When we started editing  this newsletter, Keith gave us 
a typed up memoir of recollections about Welsh Harp. 
which tellingly starts with the word “speculation” (about 
the shape of the original house). Very much what we 
spent a lot of time doing. 

     Working out how, when and why the various sections 
were constructed has always been a bit of a challenge. 
The memoir has been a great help and acted as an 
impetus to finally draw up an accurate floor plan showing 
the old 16th century part labelled as it would have been 
used and the connection to the 18th century addition 
where the bar had easy access to the new cellar.
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The Welsh Harp, Telystan

  Speculation on the shape of the original house.

The older part, was once standing by itself and 
serving as the Welsh Harp Inn, has been built 
according to what was then a fairly standard pattern 
which had a central chimney and an entrance door at 
the front opposite the chimney side wall. The outline 
of the original doorway at Welsh Harp is visible in 
the front wall next to the present front door. 
     In the taproom itself, the large open hearth 
could have been either a comfortable place for the 
customers to sit, and one much appreciated after 
driving cattle long distances in wind and rain; or it 
might I suppose, have been somewhere to cook for 
anyone lodging for the night, with either a bread 
oven or a hot water boiler on either side of the fire. 
The bar itself was in the corner beyond the chimney, 
where it would have been handy for the semi-circular 
stair leading down to the cellar which was probably 
used for brewing, taking note of the drain along the 
floor at one side and the large hearth place.
 
 
 

  The start of the memoir - the full text is online  

When we moved in, the spiral stair down to the cellar 
had been boarded over and the area behind the ‘bar’ 
had become a narrow galley kitchen separated from the 
new part. The first priority was to make use of the space 
marked “kitchen” — it’s in quotes because in 1975 it was 
like a bleak abandoned outhouse. It was open to the 
rafters of the roof with bits of lime mortar between the 
batons and slates. There was one light bulb, a single 
small window and door out to the back near the pantry. 

It had an open fired range with an oven one side and a 
hot water tank at the other side. A separate long brick 
fireplace heated water in an iron container for washing 
clothes. Extraordinarily this room was used as a family 
work space right up until the farm was sold.

We put in 3 more windows, made a 10’ high ceiling and 
built a kitchen. Unfortunately there was no space over 
for a porch over the back door which opened against the 
long roof at the back. About 18 years ago local craftsman 
Martin Dyson — working on another job we’d still like to 
pay him for — had the brilliant idea of changing the 
entrance to the back wall by replacing one of our 
windows there with french windows. This allowed us to 
put a slate roofed conservatory there — an ideal entry 
space for removing boots and drying off wet labradors 
and is the most recent addition to the buildings. 

Through to the late 70s we had a series of visits from 
American tourists finding out about their ancestors — 
they  had come across old letters with news from Welsh 
Harp. Disappointingly  their ‘ancestors’  were not pilgrim 
fathers or even veterans from the war of independence 

but had left 
the UK as 
recently as the 
1890s. But the 
1910 news-
paper story 
suggests it had 
ceased being a 
drovers’ stop-
over long ago. 

Our elder daughter, Jodie, at 
a party in London asked one 
couple how they had met. It 
turned out they’d trained as 
radiographers together at 
Shrewsbury hospital. Jodie 
mentioned that her parents 
still lived nearby. One of 
them, Andrew, expressed 
interest because this was 
also his home area. Through 
a series of questions – near 
Welshpool – just outside – 
on Long Mountain. Andrew 
said he knew these well until 
finally Welsh Harp was 
revealed to be the house 
where his mother had been 
born – she had been 
reminiscing about it as long 
as he could remember. 
So it was that on the sunny Saturday of the Easter weekend in 2014 
Gladys (née Gittins) came to tea with Andrew and her husband Eric and 
also brought a pile of her old photos. Gladys was well into her 80s at the 
time but  managed an exhausting tour of almost every corner of her old 
home. Sadly Gladys died in the October of the same year.
 

AMAZING COINCIDENCE 2014

Alan Gittins drawing water from 
the 600 year old well

Thanks: to Doreen Bowen for the exact date of the Aberystwyth 
Observer story; to Keith Davies and his sister Margaret for the 
speculation memoir; to Gladys (née Gittins) for photos and 
stories from the 1930s to 1962; to John Martin the honorary YHA 
archivist for his research and pictures.

However we do know that 
the Gittins family used the 
‘new’ part for another form 
of overnight stays. In 1979 
we had a caller who had  
hostelled here in 1940 and 
left us this picture. Gladys 
was able to give us the full 

operating details of the YHA facilities in the new part of the 
house. Upstairs the larger back room was the dormitory for 
12 men and the smaller front room was for 8 women. The 
landing at the top of the stairs had a wash room over the 
cellar steps — now a bathroom but there was no indoor 
sanitation at the time.

It stopped  being a YHA in 1946 but became a CTC hostel for 
cycling holidays — bicycles were stored in the back room 
downstairs.  For a long time the front room was used as a 
chapel and some of our neighbours remember attending 
Sunday School there. Gladys was half expecting us to have 
found the hymn books the family had left behind when they 
moved out. 

The two new side ground floor rooms are now  combined as 
a single main living room, the largest in the house.

There are more photographs, floor plans and documents 
in the online versions of this issue

 

 

  WELSH HARP FARM JUNE 1940   

 

 

  The ‘Tap Room’ today    Back of house  

              The Welsh Harp, Telystan
  Speculation on the shape of the original house.

The Welsh Harp house was built at two separate periods; 
the two-storey house on the left - the eastern end – 
could be early nineteenth century; and the older right 
hand end, probably sixteenth century, was once standing 
by itself and serving as the Welsh Harp Inn.
      This older part seems to have been built according 
to what was then a fairly standard pattern which had a 
central chimney and an entrance floor at the front 
either opposite to or almost opposite to the chimney side 
wall. Beyond the wide central hearth there was a semi-
spiral stair leading down to the cellar below.
     The outline of the original doorway at Welsh Harp, 
visible in the front wall to the right of the present 
front door, was probably the entrance into the tap room 
of the inn, and would have opened into the room slightly 
to the right of the large central chimney. There would 
have been a second room to the left, the same size as the 
cellar below; but this is now absorbed into the stairway 
and hall of the newer house.
     In the taproom itself, the large open hearth could 
have been either a comfortable place for the customers 
to sit, and one much appreciated after driving cattle 
long distances in wind and rain; or it might I suppose, 
have been somewhere to cook for anyone lodging for the 
night, with either a bread oven or a hot water boiler on 
either side of the fire.
     It is probable that the bar itself was in the corner 
beyond the chimney, where it would have been handy for 
the semi-circular stair leading down to the cellar and 
the room itself may have extended no further back than 
the large beam in the ceiling some six feet from the 
present rear wall. The straight steps now leading down 
to the cellar would if this assumption is correct, be in 
a part of the house which has been extended towards 
south, possibly to cater for increased trade. The further 
extension, at right angles to the main building 
contained a cooking range and boiler, and might well 
have been built at the same time.
The cellar was probably used for brewing, taking note of 
the drain along the floor at one side and the large 
hearth place.
     The little room to the west of the taproom might 
also indicate the depth of the original house; and the 
timbering in the wall and the timbering in the wall at 
the western end, as well as the partition wall between 
it and the tap room, suggests that the rear end and rear 
wall of the old house were built with brick and timber, 
only the front wall being of stone perhaps for the sake 
of appearance. The from gable also has a timber frame.
     The outside stair to one of the buildings would, on a 
farm, have provided access to the granary which was 
sited above the cart shed, as here. However, in this case, 
perhaps it was used to gain access to the sleeping space 
for the drovers. There might have been quite a lot of 
them sometimes, and there would not have been a great 
deal of accommodation in the house itself.
 
 



 
 
The Welsh Harp house was built at two separate periods; the two-storey house on 

the left - the eastern end – could be early nineteenth century; and the older right 

hand end, probably sixteenth century, was once standing by itself and serving as the 

Welsh Harp Inn.

 This older part seems to have been built according to what was then a fairly 

standard pattern which had a central chimney and an entrance floor at the front 

either opposite to or almost opposite to the chimney side wall. Beyond the wide 

central hearth there was a semi-spiral stair leading down to the cellar below.

The outline of the original doorway at Welsh Harp, visible in the front wall to the right 

of the present front door, was probably the entrance into the tap room of the inn, and 

would have opened into the room slightly to the right of the large central chimney. 

There would have been a second room to the left, the same size as the cellar below; 

but this is now absorbed into the stairway and hall of the newer house.

In the taproom itself, the large open hearth could have been either a 

comfortable place for the customers to sit, and one much appreciated after driving 

cattle long distances in wind and rain; or it might I suppose, have been somewhere 

to cook for anyone lodging for the night, with either a bread oven or a hot water 

boiler on either side of the fire.

It is probable that the bar itself was in the corner beyond the chimney, where it 

would have been handy for the semi-circular stair leading down to the cellar and the 

room itself may have extended no further back than the large beam in the ceiling 

some six feet from the present rear wall. The straight steps now leading down to the 

cellar would if this assumption is correct, be in a part of the house which has been 

extended towards south, possibly to cater for increased trade. The further extension, 

at right angles to the main building contained a cooking range and boiler, and might 

well have been built at the same time.

The cellar was probably used for brewing, taking note of the drain along the floor at 

one side and the large hearth place.

The little room to the west of the taproom might also indicate the depth of the 

original house; and the timbering in the wall and the timbering in the wall at the 

western end, as well as the partition wall between it and the tap room, suggests that 

the rear end and rear wall of the old house were built with brick and timber, only the 

front wall being of stone perhaps for the sake of appearance. The front gable also 

has a timber frame.

The outside stair to one of the buildings would, on a farm, have provided 

access to the granary which was sited above the cart shed, as here. However, in this 

case, perhaps it was used to gain access to the sleeping space for the drovers. 

There might have been quite a lot of them sometimes, and there would not have 

been a great deal of accommodation in the house itself.

A report in the Welshpool Field Club’s for 1909 tells us that cattle and sheep 

were driven into the courtyard at the front of the building for the night’s rest, and 

guarded by a man with a blunderbuss stationed on top of the house: Methuselah 

Jones, a noted flockmaster, who became very wealthy and was eventually High 

Sheriff of Montgomeryshire, was one who used to drive his flock into the yard on his 

way from Broniarth to the lowlands.

 
 

The Welsh Harp, Trelystan
Speculation on the shape of the original house.

The length of the house is on a NNW by SSW axis. In all other respects the 
structure described in this memoir is consistent with the floor plans. 
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Notwithstanding the oppressive heat, a good 
represent-ation of the members of Welshpool Field 
Club turned out on Saturday afternoon on an 
excursion to the Long Mountain, with the Welsh Harp 
and Monksfields as the objectives. The company 
drove or cycled to Buttington and thence ascended on 
foot to the mountain by the picturesque Rhosgoch 
road. The old manor house, the Welsh Harp, was first 
visited, and after a brief inspection the party moved 
on to the isolated dwelling of Monksfields, standing 
in a hollow of the surrounding moorlands. Here Mrs 
J. H. Davies, Broad street, read a  paper which 
vividly and instructively illuminated the past history 
of these two ancient features of our local topography. 
She observed that the name of Monksfields was so 
suggestive, and was so well supported by local 
tradition that several antiquaries, local and otherwise, 
had been inspired to research work. Although they 
were perfectly satisfied in their own minds that these 
lands were at one time connected with the once 
famous Abbey of Strata Marcella, they had not been 
able to trace the connection quite convincingly. But 
on this point patience had lately been rewarded, and 
their distinguished fellow countryman, Archdeacon 
Thomas F.S.A. the learned editor of the Powysland 
Club Collections, had found a deed of exchange dated 
1229, and brought to light after 700 years. It proved 
the actual ownership of those lands by the Cistercian 
Monks called ‘The White Monks of Pole at Ystrad 
Marchel.’ Archdeacon Thomas said: “The lonely 
mountain trackway, the secluded dingles, and the 
ominous name of ‘Pant-y-lladron’- ‘The Robbers’ 
Hollow’- had a special significance in connection 
with the civilising influence of an Abbey Grange. The 
lands were also referred to in a deed, dated 1546, as 
lands in the parish of Worthen, which lately belonged 
to the late Monastery of Strata Marcells. The lands 
were two hill farms, situated in two dingles and part 
of the present house was probably a granary in 
monastic days and later.” The times in which the deed 
mentioned was executed were stormy times in Welsh 
history, for in 1229 Henry III. of England withdrew 
the recognition of Llewelyn ap Griffith as reigning 

Prince of North Wales, although 20 years later the 
loftier title of Prince of Wales was conceded him. His 
right to receive homage was formally sanctioned, and 
Wales again became an independent principality. It 
was during the twelfth and thirteenth, centuries that 
the great Welsh abbeys were in their prime, and Strata 
Marcella was not the least important. It was 
Cistercian, as was also that noted abbey of Aber 
Conwy. At Aber Conwy, a great many historic 
treasures and chronicles were kept. These treasures were 
burnt by the English in the fierce conflict of 1282, and as 
a Welsh woman, she [Mrs Davies] rather resented the 
descendants of those who burnt and destroyed those 
records…
                 TAUNTING THE WELSH
of having no literature. Monksfields was in the parish 
of Rhosgoch, one of the smallest parishes in the 
kingdom. The inhabitants, who numbered only 39, 
held their civic vestry once a year, and they loyally 
appointed each other to 
various important offices. As recently as November 
1909, the Poor Law Authorities held an inquiry in 
Welshpool with a view to joining the smaller parishes 
to larger bodies, but the authorities of Rhosgoch made 
a determined stand for their independence, and they 
were successful. Rhosgoch was in the ecclesiastical 
district of Trelystan, a chapelry of which the mother 
church was Worthen. Rhosgoch was also a manor. The 
old manor house was built in 1555, and was now 
known as the Welsh Harp. In that house the court leet 
was held. Into the courtyard in front of the old house 
the Welsh farmers long ago drove their sheep and 
cattle to rest for the night on their march into England, 
and over them guard was kept by a man who was 
stationed on the top of the house armed with a 
blunderbuss. There was a noted flockmaster in Queen 
Anne's reign named Methuselah Jones who became 
very wealthy, and was High Sheriff of 
Montgomeryshire. He drove his flock from Broniarth 
into the yard preparatory to the march into the 
lowlands. Consistently with his name he lived to a 
ripe old age. The mountain road, which Archdeacon 
Thomas described as "lonely," was the Roman road 
which tradition said led from Gaer, Forden, to 
Uriconium. Forden took its name from Ffordd hen 
(old road). This road was later the highway and coach 

Welshpool Field Club at Monksfields 
and Welsh Harp.
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by-way leading to it called the Abbey lane. The abbey used 
to own land in that district, and he had heard that it owned 
the Avliole Manor of Broniarth down to Maesmawr. 

road from Shrewsbury to Montgomery. A fact of some 
interest to them at present was that, the burgesses of 
Pool had the privilege of paying half the cost of its up- 
keep, though it did not lead to the town. But having 
traversed it for some distance they could not accuse the 
Town Council of wilful extravagance. The ravine 
through which they climbed was known as Cwm Sul. 
The name was associated with monastic times, there 
being a holy well, named Trinity Well, in the dingle. 
Here the people gathered on Trinity Sunday, and the 
name Cwm Sul y Drindod meant "The Trinity Sunday 
Dingle." Owing to its length the name was, by 
common use, abbreviated to Cwm Sul, or Sunday 
Dingle. There were in Wales many holy wells in the 
immediate neighbourhood of monasteries, and there 
were several Trinity Wells in Montgomeryshire. This 
particular well, according to tradition, was also a wishing 

well, and this ceremony had probably outlived the religious 
observances. The water should be drawn from the well and 
sugar placed in it. Then the interested parties should drink 
out of the same cup, after which the silent thinking and 
wishing took place. Mrs Davies concluded her paper by 
drawing attention to the manner in which the Welsh names 
in the vicinity had outlived the English. She mentioned a 
few, the English name first: 
Abbington, Acheldre;  Wooton Mynd, Trelystan; 
AIderton, Trewern:    Muls Hope, Rhosgoch; 
Robbers' Hollow, Pantylladron;  Wropton, Nanty-cribbau.
 A vote of thanks to Mrs Davies was moved by Mr R. E. 
Owen, and seconded by Dr Elliott, who said there was 
another abbey grange at Geuffordd, (Guilsfield), and he 
believed that also belonged to Strata Marcella. There was a 

The YHA hostel closed at the end of the 1946 season. 
Welsh Harp probably operated as an adopted hostel, i.e. 
one owned and run by the resident farmers as their own 
business.  In his book of YHA memoirs, Caveat Nostalgia, 
Geoff  Smith recalled the hostel: “The owner wardens 
lived on and farmed the place. Sited on the ridge of the 
Long Mountain above Welshpool, superb and in its day a 
vital cycling link. Although I made several visits I barely 
remember it beyond the fact it was a working farm with 
chickens in and out of the building. To this day I continue 
to meet old timers who recall it with real affection as 
something unique. Perhaps almost anything would be 
welcome at the end of that climb at the end of a long day. 
After 1946 the owners ran it privately for some years 
appearing in the CTC Handbook.” 

I record it, however, because it seems 
to have had the same effect on many 
as did Ratgoed YH some years later. 
 
 because it was felt it had sunk below 
a reasonable standard and efforts to 
get the wardens to improve matters 
had failed. Must have been pretty bad!

Original typesetting in the Aberystwyth Observer



 Mrs Gittins & son  

  Farm Sale - 1962   

 Auctioneer Jim Evans  
 

 Mr & Mrs  Alan Gittins
  Kathleen & Gladys       
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 Summer 2003  

 Autumn 2012 

Back view: Barn on left renovated 1992 - two stables below and top hay lofts 
converted to workspace.   Conservatory with slate roof added 2002

Inset entrance widened 2016 and large conifer on left removed

Extra online page (vii)



SILVERLINE Heavy Duty 400mm Tile Cutter. 
Actual photo, brand new, never used: £17 ono

Sorry no box — eaten by the dog — yes honestly!
 
 

Family Size 37cm x 34cm
Timer and Heat Settings

 
EXCELLENT condition Hardly ever used. 

Much, much less than half price at just £11 ono
 
 

  FOR EITHER OR BOTH BARGAINS - PHONE 01938 570675   

  ATTIC SALE  

  CABLE MADNESS & SOUND ADVICE  
   Planning to upgrade your entertainment system for the festive season? TV, DVD, 

Bu-Ray, sound, home cinema?  If you haven’t already done so,  you’ll find the clunky old SCART 
cables are now obsolete and and the neater HDMI (high definition media interface) cables now connect  

everything together. 
Here’s the WARNING: Without intending to be blatantly dishonest, some shops especially the 

high end retailers will recommend spending silly money — like £95 — on a single ‘top 
quality’ HDMI cable to improve picture and sound quality. Utterly unsubstantiated 

NONSENSE! Proper laboratory tests comparing £5 and £95 two metre cables found that 
out of millions of pixels (dots) on an HD TV, over the course of an hour one cable displayed 
one pixel in the wrong colour for 1 millionth of a second. The sad thing is high spenders have 

to convince themselves they really can see the difference.
SOUND on TVs is completely the opposite situation. In the drive to fit everything into a flat screen layout, there is 
very little space for speakers. Our TV is so slim and neat we’ve no idea where the speakers are or what direction 
they are pointing. The only certainty is that the sound quality is absolutely dreadful. With the current 
propensity for mumble-vision dramas, a clearer alternative is vital.
Unfortunately this does mean buying an accessory in the form of a 
sound bar. There are cheaper options but something around the £200 
mark will definitely make it easier to follow dialogue and enjoy music.
 

POST OFFICE VAN 
TIME CHANGES 

Please note that the Post Office van 
visits Leighton Church gates each 
week at the following new times:-
MONDAY 10.15am – 11am
THURSDAY 1.30pm – 2.15pm

Call in to get all your Christmas stamps and post all your presents as well as get 
that currency for your holidays or pay your bills – the Post Office van has 
EVERYTHING that’s on offer in a town Post Office but with no problem parking and 
no hassle.  Win Win!

GEORGE FOREMAN

 
Grilling Machine
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Leighton Churchyard 
Clean Up Squad Oct 2017

Leighton Churchyard 
Clean Up Squad Oct 2017

Leighton Churchyard 
Clean Up Squad Oct 2017

Thanks to everyone who gave up their Saturday morning recently to help David clear up the 
Churchyard and thanks to Ann M for the much appreciated doughnuts and coffee.

  Brian and John R on bonfire duty  

  Tony helping Haydn with 

  the heavy lifting (not)!    

  The management arrives! Sarah sorts the men out  

 David and Andrew trim the shrubs  

 John R tries to persuade John M to get off the bonfire. 
 Penny for the Guy anyone?  

  Dan branching out  

- 11 -



Leighton Village Hall – for your family  events, 
children’s parties, hobbies and meetings. Please 
book in plenty of time to avoid disappointment.

Leighton VILLAGE Hall

LVH BOOKINGS Tel: 0785 410 3058   Email: villagehall@leightonnews.com
 

It’s always good to know when the Trade Directory 
creates business for our advertisers. I’ve just done 
some Google ‘near me’ searches for general types of 
business e.g. ‘car hire near me’ — but using the 
words people may type when actually trying to find 
one of our local traders or services. 
   Glad to say some of our directory advertisers came 
up at the top of the list with an easy link to their web 
sites but others were nowhere to be seen. If your site 
for a local business can’t be easily found, you or your 
site designer need to add the right key words — the 
words most likely to be searched — and at least put in 
Welshpool plus towns further afield if you go there...
    At the time of the  Millennium New Year it was said 
that the world and his wife would soon have their 
own web sites.  That’s almost true because everyone 
(except me) now has a Facebook account. I may be 
missing something but researching (anonymously!), 
‘find us on Facebook’ just doesn’t cut the mustard. As 
far as I can see businesses are paying up to $1 for 
each click-through but only seem to get messages or 
‘likes’. Where’s the proper web site? Where are the 
real life contact details? How do I book an appoint-
ment or  buy a product? There are much better and 
easier ways to sell yourself online. 
                                                       Details on request!  DH.                         
                                                       

The Pentre Farm flock has had some new editions during 
the summer. A small flock of Zwartbles sheep have joined 
the flock, these being rather different from the traditional 
Kerry Hills on the farm.
Zwartbles (pronounced ‘zvart-bless’) sheep were first 
imported from Holland in the early 1990’s and have since 
become established in all areas of the UK and Ireland. The 
breed originated from the Friesland area of Holland and 
were traditionally used for both milk and meat. They’re 
renowned for their striking appearance, being prolific and 
friendly in nature.
 ****** Kerry Hill lamb for sale ******
Butchered half lamb boxes available. Each box weighs 
approx. 8 kg and consists of shoulder, leg, chops and 
mince / burgers. 

Available mid-November.  Please contact Andrew 
on 07891 707 715 for more information. 

 

HOW CAN I FIND YOUR COMPANY?
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Robert Landgrebe £20 (No. 14)

Lynda Bowker  £10 (No. 87)

Jackie Johnstone  £10 (No. 97)

Amy Williams    £5 (No.108)

Alice and Stuart    £5 (No.   9)

 

 

   
 
 

100 
CLUB

TWO MONTHS!

If  You Were a Flower

Don't be a snowdrop.
It wouldn't be nice.
To sleep in the snow.
On a mattress of ice.

Don't be a tulip.
So tall and erect.
All looking alike.
And so very correct.

Don't be a bluebell.
Though charmed by your grace.
Trippers will strew you
All over the place.

Just be an orchid.
If you take my advice.
You'll be ever so rich.
And look ever so nice.
 

OCTOBER

THEHAFREN.co.uk 01686 614 555

DON’T MISS THIS!  Sat. 28th October
Once you’ve seen a Black Rats production, you’ll
never want to miss another. Hilarious comedy, 
brilliant performances. See what they’ll do with 
the James Corden hit show. Supported by Arts Council Wales

Under an ancient apple tree.

The jobbing gardener stands.

His brow is wet, but not with sweat.

He spits upon his hands.

And then if he can stand the strain.

He'll spit upon his hands again.

He's always there by breakfast time.

A punctual man is he.

He leaves at lunch-time for his lunch.

 
 
 

The Jobbing Gardener

And tea-time for his tea.

His work is hardly ever done.

In fact,tis never quite begun.

CHRISTMAS ROCK n ROLL EVENING
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Looking for a great festive night out? Then 
look no further than Friday 29th 
December when the Church House 
Welshpool will host an evening of Vintage 
Rock n Roll featuring tributes to Everly 
Brothers, Buddy Holly, and Jersey Boys 
plus others.
 
Tickets are £12 before 30th November 
and £15 afterwards and includes a buffet 
supper. Tickets are available from 
Welshpool Jewellers.
 
Early booking is advised as this show sold 
out last time.
 

 Accredited InstallerRegister

All Work Undertaken by Our Own 
Qualified Local Engineers 

N J E Heating Services
Your Local Central Heating Specialists in Welshpool

 

  1 & 2 Jehu Road, Welshpool
Tel: 01938 552 976

Email: sales@nj-evans.co.uk
Web: www.nj-evans.co.uk

 Free Quotations for Central Heating Installations
— with up to 10 year Guarantees

Come and
see our
range of

traditional
gas stoves

 

Get one
installed

in time for
a cosy

Christmas
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ANDREW THOMAS
Agricultural Contracting and

 Septic Tank Emptying

01938 553219
07860 152 612

 

Paddock Electrical Ltd
Established 22 Years

Testing and Inspection
Fire Alarms/Emergency Lighting

Installations & Rewires
Electrical Condition Reports

Solar Panel Installation
www.paddockelectrical.co.uk

Tel 01938 555521 Email info@paddockelectrical.co.uk 
 
 

Gerry Hill & John Nunn        Tel: 01938 580346
 
 
 
 
 
 

info@brooklyn-kennels-cattery.co.uk 
 

OAKLEAF JOINERY
Roy Maddox

Building and Joinery Services
Unit 6, Leighton Centre

 

01938 553748
 

PETER WHALE
Decorating Contractor      Quality Workmanship

Tel: 01691 829 524 for 
your free estimate

Mobile: 
07870 274228

Email: 
peter.whaledecorating@gmail.com   

KINGSWOOD FRAMES & MIRRORS
Framers, Carvers, Gilders, Restorers

Tim Haysell
Unit 2, Offa’s Dyke Business Park

Tel:  01938 554985
 

COOKSON TRAVEL LTD
Group Travel for all occasions
16 to 57 seat Coaches
Personal and friendly service
Tel: 01938 553465

cooksongrouptravel@yahoo.co.uk
Hope Lane : Welshpool : SY21 8HF

Or phone 01938 570 675
 

Email: news@long-mountain.co.uk

ADVERTISE HERE!
This space has just become 

available. A brilliant opportunity to 
promote your business or service.

 
 

MID-WALES & BORDERS PEST CONTROL
Wasps, Flies, Moles, Rats and Mice - whatever 
your pest, we can help. Call Simon on: 

01938 556807 or 07811 637896                     
mwbpestcontrol@gmail.com                             

www.midwalesborderspestcontrol.co.uk 
 

JANE WILLIAMS HAIRDRESSING
Phone: 07989 349386

Mobile hairdressing, cuts, colours,perms.

New from 2016, hair extension and also

QUALITY BRIDAL HAIR SERVICE.

j.williams364@btinternet.com  
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JOE’S LAWNMOWERS 
Servicing & Repairs for all small engines
     Book now for your pre-winter service
        IF IT DON'T MOW CALL JOE ON 
                   07849 774 364

 
Unit 5 Leighton Centre

THE LEIGHTON DIRECTORY 1.
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BOOKKEEPING SOLUTIONS
A cost effective bookkeeping service for small to

medium size businesses.  Services include
computerised accounting, VAT Returns,

management accounts.
IAB Registered

GARRETTS LTD
Tel: 01938 580533 

e-mail: garrettsmail@btinternet.com  

SPLASH Plumbing & Heating Engineers 

GAS SAFE & OFTEC Registered. Fully Trained and CRB-
checked staff. Free Quotation and Advice. Installation, 
Service and Repair, from a tap washer to a complete 

plumbing/heating installation. 24-hour Emergency Call Out 
available to our customers. Fully Insured.
Showroom 5 & 6 Church Street Welshpool 

Call your local plumbers on:
01938 555566  or  07800 552026  or  07581 033549

LEIGHTON GARDENING SERVICES
For lawn-mowing, verge 
clearing, paddock cutting, 
cultivating, long-reach hedge 
clipping, patio cleaning, 
fencing, and any other 
gardening needs.

Contact: 01938 570241 or 07813 720080

FEEL GREAT WITH ALOE VERA        
Superb quality Aloe Vera and bee products.    

Drinks, topical creams, supplements,              
personal care, skin care, weight management,    
cosmetics, animal care (domestic and farm).     

Special gift ideas. 60-day, money-back guarantee. 
Try some products at home free. 

Carol and Paul Harris 01938 553430           
carol@aloevera.uk.net     www.bit.ly/carolshop 

BEAUTY BY AMANDA
Ultimate Non-Surgical Face-Lift * Massages*     
Tanning * Shellac manicures * Hair Removal *     

Hot Stone Massage                           
For an appointment or consultation contact Amanda 

on 01938 580002    or    07950 385215             
   “Beauty By Amanda Welshpool” for special offers 

or e-mail amandaspencer@sky.com             
Also available Spray Tan Parties; Consultant for “Arbonne”

Old and new vinyl needs

HI-Fi Sound from Inheritance Tracks 
HEAR the difference — no more

THE VINYL REVIVAL!

1,000s of sales worldwide since 1985
£6.75

WINDOW & SOLAR PANEL 
CLEANING

Local Service for Residential 
and Commercial Properties

Free Quotes and Affordable Rates
01938 570854   or   07779 837268   

www.welshpoolwindowcleaning.co.uk 

DI STEVENS
MCSP   HPC Reg

Chartered Human and Animal Physiotherapist
07808 529925

Helping you and your loved ones reduce pain 

and restore movement

Home Visits Available

SUNDAY ROAST DINNER
All day 12:00 - 7:00 pm  - £8.50
 two course lunches for just £7 
and Steak Night offers in the 
evenings. Also other full menus 
every day. 
      

Tel:  01938 553076

Sunday Roast Dinner
£8.50 served all day 12:00 - 7:00 pm
 
 
Afternoon Cream Teas 3:00 - 6:00 pm weekends

www.greendragonbuttingtonwelshpool.co.uk

Or phone 01938 570 675
 

Email: news@long-mountain.co.uk

ADVERTISE HERE!
This space has just become 

available. A brilliant opportunity to 
promote your business or service.
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££££££££££££ 
Do you know someone who would like

 some extra income
 part-time, working from home?
  Students? Retired people? Young mums? 

If so, please contact Carol Harris
 on 01938 553430 for more information
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PLEASE ORDER EARLY TO AVOID 
DISAPPOINTMENT

Norway, Noble & Nordmann Spruce
CHRISTMAS TREES for SALE

THE COCK HOTEL, FORDEN

 

Family Friendly — Special Functions can be booked

Opening Times
12:00 - 2:30 pm
4:30 pm - LATE

Play Area and a 
Large Beer Garden 
at rear of the pub 

OAP discounts available

And finally……..a word from our sponsors
 

 Many thanks to our sponsors of the Leighton News this month
 
 

Please contact: WILL JONES on 07889 922 342

Please send your copy (as soon as possible) to:

DAVID HOLLOWAY  01938 570675   news@long-mountain.co.uk

The next issue will be DECEMBER 2017. Please don’t forget the deadline which is:
Friday 17th November 2017

 
 

Dragon Works, Henfaes Lane, Welshpool
t: 01938 552246    e: kaye@derwas.co.uk
 www.derwas.co.ukuk

Range Cookers
Woodburners

Fires & Fire Places
Flue Pipes

CCTV Surveys
Installations

THE LEIGHTON DIRECTORY 3.

 

July 2017 – We Co-opted Councillor Rachel Tibbott to the Trelystan Ward.

Carpentry — Joinery —Furniture

General maintenance

Property renovations & repairs

Sheds, outbuildings & more…

 

All parts for each project are custom-made  
in our well equipped workshop.
Call us for a free quote.  
No job is too
small (or 
too big!)
 

 

Firewood - hardwood and softwood 
logs also available


