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The great fifty days of Easter continue into 
May, representing as they do the forty days between 
Easter Day and Ascension Day, and then the ten days 
the disciples waited in Jerusalem before receiving the 
gift of the Holy Spirit on the first Christian Day of 
Pentecost.

Within that time there are a few special services. The 
run-up to Ascension Day is called Rogationtide 
(Rogation is really a sort of posh word for prayer), and 
has a pre-Christian origin really, as the ancient 
Romans used to walk through the crops at this season 
praying to be kept free from nasty crop diseases like 
rust on the wheat. Today the Church often uses this 
time as a chance to reflect on our use of the land (and 

Date Leighton Trelystan 

Sunday 6th May 
Easter 6 
Rogation Sunday 

 
9.30am 

Holy Communion 
 

4.30pm 
Family Service 

Thursday 10th May 
Ascension Day 

                    7.00pm 
Holy Communion  

Sunday 13th May 
Easter 7 
 

  

Sunday 20th May 
Pentecost 

11.00am    
Family Worship 

 

3.00pm   
Holy Communion 

Sunday 27th May 
Trinity Sunday 

11.00am  
Holy Communion 

Feast of Title 
 

Leighton Church Rotas – May 2018 
Sidesmen                                                                   Altar Flowers & Brass 

          Elisabeth & David Griffiths                             Pauline Evans & Margaret Landgrebe                     

our misuse of it, too), and to pray for farmers, 
gardeners and growers. “We plough the fields and 
scatter” was in fact originally written for this season 
rather than harvest. We shall have a Rogation Day 
service at Trelystan Church, surrounded by fields and 
woods, on Sunday 6th May at 4.30 pm - mostly 
outside the church, if the weather plays ball!

Ascension Day itself is Thursday 10th May, and there 
will be a service of Holy Communion in Leighton 
Church at 7.00 pm, with a quiet and reflective theme.

Pentecost (or Whitsun), 20th May, is the birthday of 
the Church, so birthdays will be the theme of the 
Family Service at Leighton at 11.00 am, which will be 
the first time we’ll be using a new Family Service 



Trelystan Coffee Morning on 31st March made £142.70 
Many thanks to everyone who helped and supported us.

Advance notice: a date for your diary — Trelystan Church Fete will be 
held on Saturday 21st July 2018

format, entitled “Worship for the Whole Church 
Family” - it’s intended to do what it says on the tin! 
There will also be a service of Holy Communion at 
Trelystan on that day, at 3 pm, postponed from the 
previous Sunday (13th) when there will not be a 
service. Finally, Trinity Sunday, 27th May is Leighton’s 

special day, being Holy Trinity Church. There will be a 
special Festival Communion service on that morning, 
at 11.00 am. Please join me for any, or indeed all, of 
these! We have one of the most beautiful churches 
in the county, but it looks all the better when it’s well 
filled with people and music and prayer!
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1 
Yellow being right on trend the beautiful Easter daffodils on 
each of the 8 large wide windows in Leighton church highlight 
the yellow initials 'JGN' in the diamond shaped inserts and these 
are repeated 100's  if not 1000's of times throughout the 
church's many windows.  These being the initials of  John and 
Georgiana Naylor who built the church in 1851-3 along with 
redeveloping the Leighton Estate. 
 
2.
Rev Bill checking the vouchers found by the children and the 
distribution of the Easter Eggs in the Chancel on Easter Saturday.
 
3.
The Easter Garden made by the children.
 
5.
After the Easter Sunday baptism with little Liarra, Rev Bill, her 
parents and godparents.
 
6.
A happy little Liarra Olive Jayne Sim along with her proud 
parents Olivia and Lewis of Castle Court, Leighton.
 
7.
The church was decorated throughout and anyone able to join 
the decorating rota would be made very welcome.
 Yellow being right on trend the beautiful Easter 

daffodils on each of the 8 large wide windows in 
Leighton church highlight the yellow initials 'JGN' in 
the diamond shaped inserts and these are repeated 
100's  if not 1000's of times throughout the church's 
many windows.  These being the initials of  John and 
Georgiana Naylor who built the church in 1851-3 
along with redeveloping the Leighton Estate. 

Rev Bill checking the vouchers found 
by the children and the distribution 
of the Easter Eggs in the Chancel on 
Easter Saturday.

The Easter Garden 
made by the children.

After the Easter Sunday baptism with 
little Liarra, Rev Bill, her parents and 
godparents.

A happy little Liarra Olive 
Jayne Sim along with her 
proud parents Olivia and 
Lewis of Castle Court, 
Leighton.

The church was decorated throughout 
and anyone able to join the decorating 
rota would be made very welcome.

EASTER AT LEIGHTON

churchyard tidy up-day on 
Saturday May 12th 10.00am - 
12.00noon 

Churchyard tidy up day on Saturday May 12th 
10:00 am - 12:00 noon

Please do come and help if you can 
 

Revd Bill Rowell

After the Easter Sunday baptism with little Liarra, 
Rev Bill, her parents and godparents



If you would like to contribute to our running costs, 
cheques to “Leighton Newsletter” can be sent to our 

treasurer, Tanya Allison at
Oak Villa, Leighton, Welshpool SY21 8HL

Star Readers who have generously sent 
a donation to the newsletter are:

 
 
 

  

Monday
9th April

at 7:00 pm

Friday
27th April

at 7:30 pm
 

PatriciaSteve
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The May meeting of The Arts Society, Mid Wales 
& Borders (Formerly NADFAS) takes place on 
Thursday the 24th.  Venue is the Royal Oak 
Hotel, Welshpool, the talk will begin at 2.30pm 
prompt.

Matthew Williams, 
whose topic is Downton 
Abbey Revealed - The 
Story of Highclere Castle
Non-members are welcome 
to attend, but a donation of £6 per person towards 
costs will be appreciated.

For further details contact avril@avrilhart.com or 
telephone Dennis on 01938 555 574

 Murder on the Orient Express   * Elvet Richards
* Leighton Events Group

* Christine Richards

The Equine Cover story this month is 
inspired by an amazing tale with many 
national and international resonances 
today and also of some Leighton people 
from the past to the present day. Quite a 
big book so a second hand hardback 
copy is recommended — better for your 
pocket and better for your eyesight! 

Good weather has returned (as this is being written) so 
it’s easy to forget the very difficult winter we’ve just 
had and the frustrations of being blocked in without 
knowing when we could get out. Communication is the 
key to improved services. Our local councillor made 
huge efforts in this respect during the emergency. There 
is an outline account on page 6 but do look at the extra 
pages online to see her full email correspondence with 
the other councillors and county officials in charge of 
the arrangements. We hope other local representatives 
are working equally hard for their constituents.
A few weeks ago we sent an extra round-robin email 
about needing new newsletter sponsors for the coming 
months. We had a couple of very generous offers from 
donors who already contribute on a regular basis. For 
the 10 issues per year we are grateful to have 4 or 5 
asking to sponsor certain months each year. We now 
have a few extra volunteers for a few spare months or 
two but it would still be useful to have as large a rota as 
possible to avoid approaching the same benefactors 
each year. So any suggestions (and contact details) 
would be most welcome. 
Also there a have been a few recent retirements from 
the Trade Directory Pages — these are tremendous 
value at just £2 a month. We can find spaces for any 
new start-ups or local traders not represented here. 
 
 
 
 
 

Welsh National Opera Orchestra - Opera 
Classics
Friday 18th May 2018 7:30PM 
 
Hafren
 

The Greatest Showman Sing-Along
Saturday 19th May 2018 7:00PM 
 
Ladies and gents, this is the moment you’ve all 
been waiting for... 
 
The world is singing along with the most 
entertaining movie of the year and now you can 
too with this special singalong screening of The 
Greatest Showman, the Golden Globe winner 
for Best Original Song. It’s your time to shine – 
have fun, sing loud and ‘Come Alive’ – It’s 
Showtime!

The Greatest Showman 
Sing-Along

 
Saturday 19th May 2018 7:00PM
 
Ladies and gents, this is the moment 

you’ve all been waiting for... 

The world is singing along with the 
most entertaining movie of the year 
and now you can too with this special 
singalong screening of The Greatest 
Showman, the Golden Globe winner 
for Best Original Song. It’s your time 
to shine – have fun, sing loud and 
‘Come Alive’ – It’s Showtime!
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  There will be a raffle, cake stall and craft activities for the children.  

   The playgroup runs every Tuesday during term time from 9:30 -11:30   

Town Council Tourism Committee and  Gardening Club:
MONTGOMERY OPEN GARDENS TRAIL

Saturday June 9th
14:00 - 17:30

GARDENS TO INSPIRE 
Gardens large and small, new and long established.  

Wildlife areas;  community gardens;  hidden gems;  tiny 
courtyards packed with plants;  a woodland garden;  

productive veggie patches; abundant cottage borders.   
Teas, Plant Stalls and Live Music

Start your Trail at the Town Hall where you can purchase 
a Trail leaflet giving admission to all the gardens.
Proceeds to Town Hall Renovation Fund and Gardening Club

 

Marathon Update from Eva and Dylan - Thank you to 
everyone who have so generously supported us and our 
apologies if we haven't got 
around to personally thanking 
each of you but to tell the truth 
we were a bit overwhelmed!  
You have enabled us both to reach our £1500 targets for 
the Orthopaedic Hospital which is fantastic and we will 
publish the final figures in the next Newsletter.  We have 
just got to run it now!  Good luck to all the other Marathon 
runners and HUGE congratulations to Andy Davies who has 
often trained in the village and has just competed in the 
Commonwealth Games coming 11th in the Marathon.  
Great respect Andy what an achievement.
LEIGHTON VILLAGE HALL - Look for us on facebook.  There 
will be promotional signs going up shortly to remind us all 
just what a gem of a hall we have here in the village and 
how adaptable it is for all occasions.  Spread the word that 
its such a great venue!  Tel: 0785 410 3058 for bookings.
 

Happy Birthdays to:

Hannah Bowker 
14 on 19th May 

Ellen Bowker
18 on23rd May
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LEIGHTON VILLAGE HALL - Look for us on Facebook.  There 
will be promotional signs going 
up shortly to remind us all just 
what a gem of a hall we have 
here in the village and how 
adaptable it is for all 
occasions.  Spread the word that 
it’s such a great venue!  Tel: 0785 410 3058 for bookings.

 



LOCAL SERVICES 
 
SNOW UPDATE The second and third lines of our postal 
address are “Trelystan, Leighton” but our local council 
ward is actually Trewern. In this respect we are lucky to 
have Amanda Jenner as our county councillor. She not 

only obtained up to date details on the present 
arrangements for snow clearance but worked 

throughout the emergency period checking 
progress with the Welshpool Highways 
Depot and phoning residents throughout the 

ward to ensure vulnerable people were safe.

The county council responses gave no details on 
arrangements for specific areas or how residents could 
contact operators locally. A Highways seminar is being 
held in May which will include winter maintenance – an 
opportunity to set up improved coordination and avoid 
wasteful duplication of efforts like the contractor sent to 
clear snow three days after our neighbour had opened the 
roads.

The online versions this month contain two extra pages 
with Amanda’s very detailed email about our concerns 
and also a Facebook link for local updates.
 
COMMUNICATIONS Well established facilities like email 
texts should now be an easy way of keeping people 
informed. However centralised administration in 
Llandrindod hasn’t really benefited from these.

LOCAL SERVICES
A trivial example: While snow was still causing problems, 
our wheelie bin was emptied but not not the recycling 
boxes. Phoned the council with a simple yes/no question 
— should the boxes be left out if they were being collected 
later? They could not answer immediately but would email 
and answer if I set up an account on their web site — bit of 
a rigmarole involving verification, etc. Sure enough, got a 
reply saying no extra collections were planned — but this 
arrived weeks later after two more regular collections had 
been completed. Verdict: much room for improvement.

WATER PROBLEMS There will always be some causes of 
complaint about suppliers of important services
but here’s a really pleasant comparison. We 
reported last month on our very minor issues 
with a leak causing a drop in water pressure. 
A temporary fix was organised almost as soon as this was 
reported. Severn Trent returned a few days later to finish the 
job. This meant the water had to be disconnected for a few 
hours. Each of the five affected households were visited to 
warn about the cut-off. After work had started, there was an 
automated phone call giving us the time when the job would 
be finished. 
Then a few days ago unexpected icing on the cake — 
letters informing us of two credits to our account: 
£30 for the low pressure and £50 for the hours of the 
disconnection.

Over 60 years of age?

Pregnant or have children?

Live in an inefficient property?

CH Heating Boiler over 5 years old?

Fuel bills more than 10% of income?

Suffer from any health issues?

TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE?

H
Have you been door-stepped by a 
canvasser with this leaflet? Look at 
the conditions below — hard to imagine 
anyone who would NOT qualify. We were 
told that if any of these conditions 
applied to us grants for all the 
energy improvements would (MAY) be 
available. We checked that this was 
genuinely in conjunction with Powys CC 
— but the work would be by ZING based 
in Cardiff. Local installers don’t get 
the opportunity to tender. Previous 
initiatives like this created problems 
with servicing and warranties…

If ANY of these apply to you

call us on 0330 XXX XXX
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Following your queries regarding the snow clearance on Long Mountain, I have received the responses 
below. Apologies for the delay, there have been changes in the administration of Powys; Cllr Liam 
Fitzpatrick who was the Portfolio Holder for highways during the snow period, is no longer in that 
position. I have, however, had a comment from him as your queries relate to the period of his position. 

For your information, the new portfolio holder for highways is Councillor Phyl Davies and I have copied 
him into this e-mail.

The response I have had from Cllr Liam is as follows:

“With regard to your queries  - we used a range of approved contractors and I believe 
spent 270k on this in order to assist our operations . 

Our budget has been   cut by approx. 56.1 percent over a 3 year period with a necessity 
for us to deliver an extra 1.8 million pounds by march 2019 prior to this years budget 
which we expect to be cut again .  The average cut across the uk for highways divisions 
has been approximately 20 percent . It is expected that cuts will continue in the near 
future with the emphases on local government on social care . 

With regard to emergency planning we have elaborate mechanisms in place that interact 
with all emergency services – this takes place at the highest level of the council and we 
utilise trained professionals in this regard.”

As you will see, Liam has commented on the use of contractors – I understand that many of these were 
local farmers. 

A further comment I have had from Nigel Brinn who is the Lead Officer for Highways is as follows:

“a members Highways seminar is being held in May to cover things such as winter 
maintenance and hopefully that will provide you with a lot more information on our 
arrangements.

Regarding Emergency Planning there is a very well established series of protocols to deal 
with such events. 

I will pick the matter up with the emergency planning team at the council as they may 
wish to consider some member training too.”

With regard to my position as your Councillor, I can understand your frustrations particularly living 
remotely, as you do.

These are the steps which I took during this period.

· In the autumn, I requested that the Welshpool Highways Depot refill all salt bins and provide 
additional salt piles in remote and high level areas. To a large extent I understand this was carried 
out. Please let me know if this was not the case.

·
· During the snow period, I used facebook as way of updating residents on weather conditions and also 

Online Bonus Page 1of 2

Snow Clearance — enquiries and responses from
from Amanda Jenner, County Coucillor for Trewern 
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as a means  for residents to contact me with any requests for snow clearances. If you want to follow me 
on there, the link is https://www.facebook.com/CllrAmandaJenner/

·
· I passed on all of the requests I received for snow clearances either on to Cllr Liam Fitzpatrick who 

was working with Nigel Brinn centrally, or directly to the guys in the Welshpool Depot. 
·
· I telephoned residents across the breadth of the ward (particularly in remote areas) to check that they 

were ok. I asked residents to contact their elderly neighbours and any vulnerable people to check 
that they were ok.  

·
· During the snow period, I queried with the highways teams how they prioritised snow clearance due 

to the considerable pressures they were under. The information I received and passed on to 
residents over Facebook was as follows:  

·
· UPDATE: A few residents are understandably asking about timeframes for non-primary and minor 

road clearance and how the council is prioritising clearance of roads. This is the update I've had 
from Liam Fitzpatrick Portfolio holder for Highways: "Here's the priorities 1. Emergencies and 
Trunk roads 2. Main streets in towns 3. A roads (that aren't trunks ) 4. B roads 5.c roads 6. all other 
roads "

With regard to your comments on centralisation of the organisation, I can certainly pass this on. I am not 
sure if all snow clearance is organised centrally through Llandrindod Wells, but I can check this for you. I 
also agree with your comments on planning and also that there will be lessons to be learnt. 

One lesson I have taken from this is that Facebook was a really useful to communicate, but that it doesn’t 
reach everyone. Also, I am aware that whilst I was told that salt bins were refilled, this was not the case in a 
couple of places and so I need to check this for myself or speak with residents directly.

 

 
 

Online Bonus Page 2 of 2

 

WHAT HAPPENED NEXT…

… CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1.

BONUS BONUS

https://www.facebook.com/CllrAmandaJenner/
https://www.facebook.com/CllrAmandaJenner/
https://www.facebook.com/CllrAmandaJenner/
https://www.facebook.com/liam.fitzpatrick.54?fref=mentions


Mr Darley’s Arabian horse 
never ran a race but 95% of all 
thoroughbreds in the world 
today are descended from him. 
This fascinating history by 
Christopher McGrath, an 
award winning racing 
journalist, traces his bloodline 
from the 18th century to the 
present day. Even if a general 
reader is not too interested in 
the precise lineage or blood-
stock history, there’s much to 
enjoy about the development of 
racing and its place in the 
evolution of British society. 

The introduction is about the race that started the Frankel 
legend — the astounding win by 6 lengths in the 2000 
Guineas (£2,100) at Newmarket on the last day of April 2011.
 The history itself begins with Mr Darley, a not very 
successful trader in an area roughly equivalent to modern 
day Syria. Before returning to England Mr Darley made 
one last investment. Travelling from the British enclave in 
Aleppo to the ancient site of Palmyra he negotiated the sale 
with local Arab breeders who were known for keeping 
meticulous pedigree records. 
 The stallion was shipped to England in 1704 but Mr Darley 
died before he could return home himself. His family used 
the horse for breeding with the sturdier stock used for 
racing at the time. Eventually the Darley line produced a 
horse called Eclipse. This was the first of the 25 great 
champions followed throughout the book. His eventual 
trainer and owner 
was a disreputable 
rogue called Dennis 
O’Kelly. After he 
was released from 
the Fleet debtors 
prison under a 
general amnesty, 
success in gambling 
and other wheeler-dealing made him rich enough to acquire 
Eclipse by then a fearsome five year old. 
Newmarket was well established as the centre of English 
racing  by this time but the sport was conducted in run-off 
heats over much longer distances. A horse may have run 
several four mile races to emerge as the eventual winner. 
By 1780 heats had been abandoned in favour of shorter 
faster races, wider fields and with horses as young as three 
year olds.  Sir Charles Bunbury, steward of the Jockey 
Club, and the 12th Earl of Derby at the first Epsom race 

tossed a coin to decide 
the name of the race  
for perpetuity –  had 
the coin landed the 
other way up imitat-
ions around the world 
would be known as the 
Kentucky Bunbury, 
etc. Another famous 
name now familiar in 
racing commentary 

was Captain Martin Becher falling off into a ditch during 
the first Grand National in 1839.
The Day at the Races chapters from 1745 to 1964. are 
compiled from contemporary accounts. The race meetings 
in each era were notable  for huge crowds, vast amounts 
wagered, and the whole spectrum of British society 
attending. Although called the ‘Sport of Kings’ the race 
meetings were enjoyed by the working classes as much as 
the aristocracy.
In the middle of the 19th century Stockwell was not only a 
champion but at stud produced large numbers of winners. 
Thomas Leyland left his nefariously acquired banking 
fortune to his nephews including Richard Naylor who won 
the bidding with 4,500 guineas for Stockwell in 1870 — a 
good investment with 300 guinea fees per mare. So 
custody of  the Darley line had been transferred to a 
Leighton owner.
In the late 1900s there were two major influences on British 
racing — the involvement of the the Prince of Wales in the 
sport — and the appearance of jockeys from the USA. 
Queen Victoria thoroughly disapproved of her son’s 
interest but the general public were fed up with the many 
years of such a reclusive 
sovereign. The participation 
of the future Edward VII did 
much to restore the 
popularity of the monarchy.
American jockeys rode with 
extremely short stirrups. 
British races had riders with 
stirrup lengths suitable for a 
days hunting. At first the US 
jockeys were ridiculed for looking like ‘a monkey on a 
stick’ and obviously having ‘no control over the horse’. It 
didn’t take long for the establishment to adapt to the new 
when they saw the winning results. The Prince of Wales 
quickly teamed up with the super star American jockey 
Tod Sloan. ‘Out on his own like Tod Sloan’ is the source of 
the cockney rhyming slang ‘On your Tod’
In 1960 Bobby Frankel, a Brooklyn gambler, was so 
successful  his mother thought he was robbing banks! It 
was skill not luck - the result of carefully studying form. 
Observation while he was doing casual work around race 
tracks soon led to training for top owners eventually 
sending horses to Khaled Abdullah, a Saudi prince. The 
two had great success togther but Abdullah was devastated 
when Frankel died of lyphoma. He instructed his staff to 
reserve the Frankel name for the best specimen among his 
170 yearlings.
So it was that the prince put Frankel into the expert hands 
of Henry Cecil and allowed his friend to run the horse for 
an extra season resulting 
in the spectacular  last 
win at Ascot in October 
2012 — a triumphant 
finale for both horse and 
trainer. Frankel retired to 
stud unbeaten in 14 races 
and Sir Henry who had 
been suffering from 
cancer died the 
following June.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
 
 

  Aleppo 1698  

  Edward VII with Minoru the only 
Derby winner for a reigning monarch  

 - 9 -

From the Darley stallion, 
there are always a few 
generations between 
really outstanding 
winners. Richard Naylor 
Following the line form 
the Darley stallion, there 
a few generations 
between really oustanding 
champions

investment — the purchase 
an Arabian stallion. The 
journey to buy the horse was 
quite an endeavour in itself. 
Travelling from the British 
enclave in Aleppo to the 
ancient site of Palmira he 
negotiated the sale with 
local Arab breeders who 
were known for keeping 
meticulous pedigree records. 

  Eclipse at the Rubbing House  
  Sir Henry Cecil and Frankel   

Race meetings well established so horses and 
spectators had to travel great distances to follow the 
sport. Advent of railways



ANSWERS NEXT MONTH - a name check for all readers sending us their list of correct answers

Dear Readers,

The start of what has been an inspirational journey for many years has come to an end.

Maddox and son had been set up by my father, Ernest Clifford Maddox formally of Marton and 
my uncle, Sidney Jones of Welshpool. They were well known in and around the Welshpool area 
for many years, in the building and renovation trade. The team also included George Griffiths of 
Upper road Leighton, another uncle, who had for a number of years tried to instil in me the 
correct approach to carpentry and joinery and how to enjoy the many advantages in having a 
trade. Graham my brother was also a part of the firm, he took up bricklaying so that left me with 
carpentry.

With ambition growing it seemed right to move on from Maddox and son so I joined 
HR Gorst who required an apprentice carpenter for site work on housing developments — other 
interesting projects in Guilsfield, Welspool and Oswestry were part of growing up in the trade. 
Next on the list was Boys and Boden joiners shop, more experience. The most important step for 
me was being asked by Morris Bowen to join his building firm, setting up a joinery shop in 
Welshpool and working in new builds, renovation and alteration gave me a wealth of knowledge 
and a feel for buildings and architecture. It was at this point I was needed back with my brother 
and father as they had more work than they could cope with.

The months and years had flown by, so now it was my turn to do what inspired me with wood. 
Oakleaf Joinery came to Leighton Centre in December 1987 in Unit 6 by the round house. How 
to start a joinery workshop was not the issue, getting quality and reliable machinery was my 
goal. So knuckle down, work hard and invest in that machinery to increase productivity. This 
came over a number of years and made the workshop what it is today. Building up a client base 
on the strength of quality and cost effective items that included items of restoration and new, 
windows, doors, stairs in both hardwood and softwood. I had worked on many projects for 
clients that had taxed my know-how to the limits at times, but it is what I loved most of all, that 
smell of timber being processed will never leave me.

Working out of the workshop in Leighton two more avenues opened up, one was working with 
Powis Estates on many of their properties providing again and again matching the designs of 
windows and doors for period buildings — many thanks to them. Secondly thanks to the 
National Trust for the work given to me at both Powis Castle and Chirk Castle, what a pleasure to 
work on and in these exceptional buildings and to the staff who were generous and appreciative 
of the work I did for them over a period of twenty two years.

Sadly and with regret all things must come to an end, the workshop is closing and I will retire to 
Glenhaven to be put out to graze.

There are countless people that deserve my thanks for what has been a great and inspiring 
journey in my working life, not least my family and more to Elaine.

Thank you Leighton you are my life

Roy Maddox
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1.  The fattest knight at King Arthur's round table was 
     Sir Cumference. He acquired his size from too much pi.
 
2.  I thought I saw an eye Doctor on an Alaskan island,
  but it turned out to be an optical Aleutian
 
3.  She was only a whisky-maker, but he loved her still.
 
4.  A rubber-band pistol was confiscated from an algebra 
     class, because it was a weapon of math disruption.
 
5. No matter how much you push the envelope,
 it'll still be stationery.
 
6.  A dog gave birth to puppies near the road and 
     was prosecuted for making litter.
 
7.  A grenade thrown into a kitchen in France would 
     result in Linoleum Blownapart.

8. Two silk worms had a race. They ended up in a tie.

9.  A hole was found in the wall of nudist-camp.
 The police are looking in to it.

10. Atheism is a non-prophet organisation.  
 
 
 
 

 

PUN FOR EDUCATED MINDS
 11. Two hats were hanging on a hat rack in the hallway.

       One said to the other. You stay here; I'll go on a head.
 

12. A sign on the lawn at a drug rehab centre said: 
        'Keep off the Grass '
 

13.  The midget fortune-teller who escaped from 
       prison was a small medium at large.
 

14. The soldier who survived mustard gas and pepper
       spray is now a  seasoned veteran.
 

15.      A backward poet writes inverse.
 

16.  In democracy it's your vote that counts.
        In feudalism it's your count that votes
 

17.   if you jumped off the bridge in Paris, you'd be in Seine
 

18.  Two fish swim into a concrete wall.  One turns to 
       the other and says, Dam!
 

19.  There was the person who sent ten puns to friends,
     with the hope that at least one one of the puns 
      would make them laugh. No pun in ten did.

 

 

 
Words & Phrases That Show Your Age - Part 1

Fuddy-duddy A fuddy-duddy is someone very old fashioned, out of touch, and probably a bit 
stuffy. It’s a term that might date you pretty quickly.  Be careful — if you still use it, chances 
are you’re one yourself. Today, the phrases dad or old fart (still in use!) may do the job 
instead.

Web surfing Yes, this phrase was bandied about not so long ago. Back when the internet was 
new, clicking your way around (and waiting forever for the page to load) was called web 
surfing. Since the internet isn’t quite so novel these days, it doesn’t require its own extreme 
sports reference . . . and neither does television. Channel surfing has been replaced by 
streaming and binge-watching.

Long-distance call
Mobile phones have made long-distance call a meaningless phrase. If you have a landline 
you’ve already given away your age. So be wary of any provider offering long-distance  call 
packages —  with Skype or WhatsApp you can call anywhere in the world completely free of 
charge.

Taping TV programmes It’s a difficult term to stop using but recorded shows are now 
stored on disks in satellite boxes. Or may be streamed from catch-up TV. There’s  a 
generation of young people who have no idea what a VCR is or how ‘tape’ can record 
anything — they use smart phones instead for everything.

Thanks to Gordon Helliwell for finding these gems



65 Wendy Jones
66 Iris Pinchen
67 Sarah Evans
68
69
70 Ines Markwick
71 Jane and Tony Walton
72 Jan and Mike Williams
73 Roger Brooks
74 Victoria Crewdson
75 Victoria Crewdson
76 Julie Griffiths
77 Sue Andrew
78 Tony and Sarah Garrett
79 Victoria Crewdson
80 Neomi Markwick
81 Ian and Helen Jones
82 Mal Oliver
83 Ann Cadwallader
84 Dee Rowles
85 Jim Evans
86 Victoria Crewdson
87 Lynda Bowker
88 Glen Rowles
89 Bernard Oliver
90 David Williams
91 Ian and Helen Jones
92 Pauline Evans
93 Francis Rowles
94 Rob Lacey
95
96 Julie Lacey

33 Rob Davies
34 Fraser Jones
35 Margery Davies
36 Neil Johnston
37

38 Paul and Carol Harris
39 Terry Walton
40 David Griffiths
41 Elizabeth Griffiths
42 Brian Underhill
43 Pat Roberts
44 Lou Clare
45 Bethan Thomas
46

47

48 Jean Jones
49 Jean Underhill
50 Victoria Crewdson
51 Victoria Crewdson
52 Jean Underhill
53 Jenny Sanders
54 David Sanders
55 Phil and Barbara Mills
56 Victoria Crewdson
57 James Evans
58 Rob Jones
59 Teresa Jenkins
60 James Evans
61 Dorothy Schofield
62 Victoria Crewdson
63 Jenny Sanders
64 David Sanders

97 Jackie Johnston
98 Phil and Barbara Mills
99 Edward Griffiths

100 Huw Harris
101 Elliott and Ben Turner
102 Edward Tuffin
103
104 Simon and Ruth Williams
105 Pat and Laura Poole
106
107 Roma Tibbott
108 Amy Williams 
109
110 Pat Orr
111
112
113 Chloe Andrew
114
115 Yvonne and Geoff Naylor
116 Yvonne and Geoff Naylor
117 Mick and Jan Sawyers
118
119 Clare Evans
120 Robert Orr
121 Nikki Mead
122 Sharon Mead
123 Pete Bowyer
124 Andrew Griffiths
125
126 Denny Harris

1 Rachael and Gethin
2 Robert Walton
3 John Markwick
4 Lee Alison
5 Sarah Bowyer
6 Carol Alexander
7 Catherine Williams
8 Ann Markwick
9 Victoria Crewdson
10 Sarah and Haydn Jones
11 Glenys Williams
12 Pat and Laura Poole
13 Jan Lee
14 Robert Langrebe
15 Phyllis Bayliss
16 Huw, Henry & Rachael Williams
17 Mrs Jarman
18 Mrs Jarman
19 Margaret Langrebe
20 Lynn Harris
21 David Hawes
22 Sarah and Haydn Jones
23 Margery Davies
24 John Bennett
25 Brian Underhill
26 Eva and Leo Griffiths
27 Christine Walton
28 Sylvia Helliwell
29 Gordon Helliwell
30 Victoria Crewdson
31 Paul Alexander
32 Trisha Hamley

YOUR 100 CLUB NUMBERS



If  You Were a Flower

Don't be a snowdrop.
It wouldn't be nice.
To sleep in the snow.
On a mattress of ice.

Don't be a tulip.
So tall and erect.
All looking alike.
And so very correct.

Don't be a bluebell.
Though charmed by your grace.
Trippers will strew you
All over the place.

Just be an orchid.
If you take my advice.
You'll be ever so rich.
And look ever so nice.
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I haven't  got a greenhouse,
I don't see why I should.
I can't afford a greenhouse,
I wouldn't if I could.
Why people build a greenhouse,
I've never understood.
 
You'll find inside a greenhouse,
Each strange exotic thing
That shuns our English sunshine
And fears our English spring.
An oak without an acorn,
A lark that cannot sing.
 
I'd rather have the flowers
That our simple fathers knew,
Than these new-fangled blossoms
Of every shape and hue.
I'd rather have a skylark
Than a parrot at the zoo.
 

 

Saturday 5th May 
Blitz at the Ritz with 
Moonlight Serenade 

a 1940s 6 piece band playing the music of 
Glenn Miller etc. Tickets again £10 from 
Welshpool Jewellers.
 

No Greenhouse

 100 
CLUB

APRIL 2018

After months of delays because of 
bad weather, the first draw under new 
management has finally taken place. 
The big change for this season is the 

decision to have only two larger prizes each 
month of £30 and £20.

APRIL’S LUCKY WINNERS
 

Victoria Crewdson       £30 (No. 74)
 

Jan & Mike Williams    £20 (No. 72)

Providing heating services to our 
customers for the last 40 years

 … and into the future

Register

www.nj-evans.co.uk    01938 552 976  

How to get the Best Deals
or Book a Service Call:

1 & 2 Jehu Road, Welshpool  Monday - Friday  9am - 3pm

Phone us, visit our web site,
call into our showroom or
Email: sales@nj-evans.co.uk

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT AT THE 
CHURCH HOUSE WELSHPOOL

Saturday 5th May - Blitz at The Ritz 
1940s Big Band Dance. 
Dressed in 1940s style GI 
uniforms along with 
suitable & 
appropriate props, 
Moonlight Serenade 
invite you to join 
them as they 
relive the golden 
era of the Glenn 
Miller big band sound, creating a true 1940s 
ambience to put you "In the Mood".  

PRIZE BINGO EVENING
Corn Exchange Welshpool Tuesday 
8th May 7pm, doors open 6.30pm. 
Adm £1 inc refreshments.
Advance tickets for either of the above 
evenings £10 from Welshpool Jewellers or 
£12 on the door. Ticket includes supper.
Bring your own drinks & glasses!
 

 

AUSCHWITZ THEN & NOW An illustrated talk on this 
former World War 2 German Concentration 
camp.Corn Exchange Welshpool Tuesday 1st May 
7.30pm. Adm £5, High School pupils £2. Tea & Coffee 
available.



Cartref

Gardens open in May

Sat & Sun 12 &13 May (12 - 5pm) and by arrangement 
May-Sep tel. 01938 559112
 

1 Church Bank, Welshpool SY21 7DR   Admission £3.50, 
children free. 
A jewel in the town. A C17 barrel maker's cottage with a 
large garden room housing a museum of country life. 
Mystic pool of smoke and sounds. A Gothic arch and zig 
zag path lead to a shell grotto and bonsai garden, fernery 
and many unusual features. Children's garden quiz. Home-
made teas.

Saturday & Sunday 12 &13 May (9 - 5pm). 

Dingle Nurseries & Garden, Welshpool SY21 9JD   
Admission £3.50, children free.
RHS recommended 4½ acre garden on S-facing site, 
sloping down to lakes surrounded by year-round interest. 
Colour themed beds with a huge variety of rare and unusual 
trees, ornamental shrubs and herbaceous plants

Saturday and Sunday 19 & 20 May (10.30am - 4pm).

Cyfie Farm, Llanfihangel, Llanfyllin SY22 5JE   

Spring is well and truly here and despite the late snow we have plenty of gardens open for charity in north Powys. These 
range from a C17 barrel maker’s cottage garden in the centre of Welshpool and a group of three very different gardens 
in Hyssington, to the magnificent gardens at Bodfach Hall, Llanfyllin where there will an art exhibition, craft stalls and 
music as well as rhododendrons for you to enjoy.  Then, there is tea and cake! Don’t forget there are also gardens 
offering to open by arrangement at a time to suit you; some welcome individuals as well as groups of visitors. 

The National Garden Scheme is running its second photography competition in conjunction with BBC Gardener’s world 
magazine. It is open to amateur photographers and there are prizes donated by Wolf-Garten to be won.  There are six 
categories to get creative with and the winning image of the BBC Gardeners’ World Magazine: Fantastic Flowers 
category will appear in the magazine’s 2019 calendar.  So, wherever you choose to go, take lots of photographs; it would 
be great to see a Powys garden among the winning photos. More information, including terms and conditions, can be 
found at www.ngs.org.uk/photo/

You can discover more about our gardens and the charities supported by the National Garden Scheme in our 2018 Powys 
booklets and at www.ngs.org.uk . Keep up to date by following us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter @powysngs.  

Helen Anthony, Publicity Officer, 01686 941795 Powys.NGS.publicity@gmail.com

Admission £4.00, children free. 
Spectacular views across Vyrnwy valley and the Welsh hills 
from this beautiful 1 acre hillside garden. Secret doorway to 
woodland garden with rhododendrons, camellias and 
azaleas along bluebell banks. New for 2018, more areas of 
planting and seating. Home-made teas.

Saturday and Sunday 19 & 20 May (2 - 5pm). 

Rock Mill, Abermule, Montgomery SY15 6NN   
Admission £4.00, children free. 

A 2 acre riverside garden in wooded valley. Colourful 
borders and shrubberies, specimen trees, terraces, woodland 
walks, extensive lawns, fishponds, orchard, herb and 
vegetable gardens. Features incl beehives, dovecote, 
heather thatched roundhouse and remnants of industrial 
past. Child friendly activities (supervision required). 
Sensible shoes and a sense of fun recommended. Home-
made teas. Sunday 20th May: WORLD BEE DAY, 
Montgomeryshire Beekeepers Association will be there!

   Cyfie Farm  

  Rock Mill  
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Sunday 20 May (2 - 5pm) and by arrangement Feb-Oct 
tel. 01686 650307

Fraithwen, Tregynon SY16 3EW   Admission £3.50, 
children free.

1½ acre plantswoman's garden with herbaceous borders, 
rockeries, ponds and vegetable plot. Planted with rare 
plants for year-round interest and for pollinators. Plants in 
flower every day of the year: spring bulbs, alpines, 
alstroemeria collection, lilies. Home-made teas.

Saturday and Sunday 26 & 27 May (1 - 5.30pm). 

Hyssington Gardens, Hyssington, Montgomery SY15 
6AT   Combined admission £5.00, children free. Three 
gardens in and around Hyssington. Gorsty House, an 
ongoing renovation of a neglected garden, has 2+ acres 
planted to attract wildlife, incl wildflower meadow, cottage 
garden planting, new orchard, and pond. Views to Long 
Mynd. The Old Barn is a peaceful ½ acre hideaway with 
colourful mixed borders, evergreens and mature trees, incl a 
handkerchief tree. Wildlife pond, vegetable and soft fruit 
areas, against a woodland backdrop. NEW for 2018 
Llanerch Lodge, a smallholding in the lee of Roundton Hill, 
with productive vegetable plot, cottage garden, wildflower 
meadow, pond, cutting garden and newly planted nuttery 
and fruit trees, sheep and poultry. Home-made teas. Gorsty 
House also by arrangement
Apr-Sep tel. 01588 620953

Sunday 27 May (1 - 5pm).

Little House, Llandinam, SY17 5BH   Admission £3.50, 
children free.On a quiet lane surrounded by fields and 
woodland, bordered by a stream. Slate and bark paths give 
access to the many features in the ⅓ acre garden incl fish and 
wildlife ponds, woodland, conifer, azalea, grass and mixed 
beds, vegetable garden, mini meadow, sensory garden, grotto 
water feature and alpine/cactus house. Every step, something 
different to see.

Monday 28 May (2 - 5.30pm).   NEW for 2018

Bodfach Hall, Llanfyllin, SY22 5HS   Admission £3.50, 
children free.

Open by arrangement, please contact the owner before visiting
Mar-May: Cartref, Sarnau, Arddleen SY22 6QL  tel. 01938 590485
Mar-Aug:  Abernant, Garthmyl SY15 6RZ   tel. 01686 640494
Mar-Sep: Plas Dinam, Llandinam SY17 5DQ  tel. 07415 503554
Mar-Sep:  Pont Faen House, Knighton LD7 1LA  tel. 01547 520847
May-Sep: Bryn y Llidiart, Llanrhaeadr ym Mochnant, SY10 0BP 
tel. 01691 780080
May-Jul: Castell y Gwynt, Llandyssil, SY15 6HR tel. 01686 668569
May-Sep: Ceunant, Old Hall, Llanidloes, SY18 6PW tel. 01686 412345
May-Sep: Hebron, Ludlow Road, Knighton, LD7 1HP tel. 01547 529576
 

Gardens of 10 acres surrounded by parkland dating back to 
C18th. Stunning display of mature rhododendrons and 
azaleas from mid-May. Formal, courtyard and cottage 

gardens complement Georgian and Victorian architecture. 
Topiary, specimen trees and spring walk. Small lake, iris 
beds in statue garden and Victorian dog kennels. Music by 
Montgomeryshire Musicians. Charity stalls and raffle. Art 
exhibition. Children's play area. Home-made teas.

Best for FUN HAPPENINGS (Sunday Telegraph - 8 April)

Wednesday 30 May (10.30am - 4.30pm).

Grandma's Garden, Dolguog Estates, Felingerrig, 
Machynlleth SY20 8UJ   Adm £4.00, child £1.50. 
Inspiration for the senses, unique, fascinating, educational 
and fun. Strategic seating, continuous new attractions, 
wildlife abundant, 9 acres of peace. Sculptures, poetry 
arboretum. Seven sensory gardens, wildlife pond, riverside 
boardwalk, stone circle, labyrinth. Azaleas and bluebells in 
May. Children welcome. Plas Dolguog Hotel open their 
café in the conservatory - the hotel is the admission point - 
serving inside and out on patio overlooking gardens.

 

 

 

 

  Bodfach Hall   

 



ANDREW THOMAS
Agricultural Contracting and

 Septic Tank Emptying

01938 553219
07860 152 612

 

Paddock Electrical Ltd
Established 22 Years

Testing and Inspection
Fire Alarms/Emergency Lighting

Installations & Rewires
Electrical Condition Reports

Solar Panel Installation
www.paddockelectrical.co.uk

Tel 01938 555521 Email info@paddockelectrical.co.uk 
 
 

Gerry Hill & John Nunn        Tel: 01938 580346
 
 
 
 
 
 

info@brooklyn-kennels-cattery.co.uk 
 

OAKLEAF JOINERY
Roy Maddox

Building and Joinery Services
Unit 6, Leighton Centre

 

01938 553748
 

KINGSWOOD FRAMES & MIRRORS
Framers, Carvers, Gilders, Restorers

Tim Haysell
Unit 2, Offa’s Dyke Business Park

Tel:  01938 554985
 

COOKSON TRAVEL LTD
Group Travel for all occasions
16 to 57 seat Coaches
Personal and friendly service
Tel: 01938 553465

cooksongrouptravel@yahoo.co.uk
Hope Lane : Welshpool : SY21 8HF

MID-WALES & BORDERS PEST CONTROL
Wasps, Flies, Moles, Rats and Mice - whatever 
your pest, we can help. Call Simon on: 

01938 556807 or 07811 637896                     
mwbpestcontrol@gmail.com                             

www.midwalesborderspestcontrol.co.uk 
 

JANE WILLIAMS HAIRDRESSING
Phone: 07989 349386

Mobile hairdressing, cuts, colours,perms.

New from 2016, hair extension and also

QUALITY BRIDAL HAIR SERVICE.

j.williams364@btinternet.com  
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JOE’S LAWNMOWERS 
Servicing & Repairs for all small engines
           GET READY FOR SPRING
        IF IT DON'T MOW CALL JOE ON 
                   07722 029 007

 
Unit 5 Leighton Centre

 www.tinyurl.com/MCCvalue

For property advice or a 
FREE, no obligation
 market appraisal please 
call 01938 531 000 

Alternatively for an instant online valuation please visit: 
 

Email: welshpool@mccartneys.co.uk
Main site: www.mccartneys.co.uk 

THE LEIGHTON DIRECTORY 1.
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SPLASH Plumbing & Heating Engineers 

GAS SAFE & OFTEC Registered. Fully Trained and CRB-
checked staff. Free Quotation and Advice. Installation, 
Service and Repair, from a tap washer to a complete 

plumbing/heating installation. 24-hour Emergency Call Out 
available to our customers. Fully Insured.
Showroom 5 & 6 Church Street Welshpool 

Call your local plumbers on:
01938 555566  or  07800 552026  or  07581 033549

LEIGHTON GARDENING SERVICES
For lawn-mowing, verge 
clearing, paddock cutting, 
cultivating, long-reach hedge 
clipping, patio cleaning, 
fencing, and any other 
gardening needs.

Contact: 01938 570241 or 07813 720080

FEEL GREAT WITH ALOE VERA        
Superb quality Aloe Vera and bee products.    

Drinks, topical creams, supplements,              
personal care, skin care, weight management,    
cosmetics, animal care (domestic and farm).     

Special gift ideas. 60-day, money-back guarantee. 
Try some products at home free. 

Carol and Paul Harris 01938 553430           
carol@aloevera.uk.net     www.bit.ly/carolshop 

BEAUTY BY AMANDA
Ultimate Non-Surgical Face-Lift * Massages*     
Tanning * Shellac manicures * Hair Removal *     

Hot Stone Massage                           
For an appointment or consultation contact Amanda 

on 01938 580002    or    07950 385215             
   “Beauty By Amanda Welshpool” for special offers 

or e-mail amandaspencer@sky.com             
Also available Spray Tan Parties; Consultant for “Arbonne”

Old and new vinyl needs

HI-Fi Sound from Inheritance Tracks 
HEAR the difference — no more

THE VINYL REVIVAL!

1,000s of sales worldwide since 1985
£6.75

DI STEVENS
MCSP   HPC Reg

Chartered Human and Animal Physiotherapist
07808 529925

Helping you and your loved ones reduce pain 

and restore movement

Home Visits Available

SUNDAY ROAST DINNER
All day 12:00 - 7:00 pm  - £8.50
 two course lunches for just £7 
and Steak Night offers in the 
evenings. Also other full menus 
every day. 
      

Tel:  01938 553076

Sunday Roast Dinner
£8.50 served all day 12:00 - 7:00 pm
 
 
Afternoon Cream Teas 3:00 - 6:00 pm weekends

www.greendragonbuttingtonwelshpool.co.uk

Or phone 01938 570 675
 

Email: news@long-mountain.co.uk

ADVERTISE HERE!
This space has just become 

available. A brilliant opportunity to 
promote your business or service.

 
 

T: 01743 790600    M: 07795 592716 
E: sue.lindsay@stiperstones.net  

Upstairs at CONNECTIONS, 
Shrewsbury Rd, Pontesbury SYS 0QD 

Facebook: Gladrags Pontesbury 

NEW & USED DRESS AGENCY 
Buy or Sell Brand New & Pre-loved Clothing

Please call beforehand if you wish to bring your pre-loved
clothing & accessories into our store 

Dragon Works, Henfaes Lane, Welshpool
t: 01938 552246    e: kaye@derwas.co.uk
 www.derwas.co.ukuk

Range Cookers
Woodburners

Fires & Fire Places
Flue Pipes

CCTV Surveys
Installations

THE LEIGHTON DIRECTORY 2.
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££££££££££££ 
Do you know someone who would like

 some extra income
 part-time, working from home?
  Students? Retired people? Young mums? 

If so, please contact Carol Harris
 on 01938 553430 for more information
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Or phone 01938 570 675
 

Email: news@long-mountain.co.uk

ADVERTISE HERE!
This space has just become 

available. A brilliant opportunity to 
promote your business or service.

 
 THE COCK HOTEL, FORDEN

 

Family Friendly — Special Functions can be booked

Opening Times
12:00 - 2:30 pm
4:30 pm - LATE

Play Area and a 
Large Beer Garden 
at rear of the pub 

OAP discounts available

Many thanks to our sponsor this month

Readers:  If you would be able to sponsor a future issue
please contact us by phone or email shown below

Please send your copy (as soon as possible) to:

DAVID HOLLOWAY  01938 570675   news@long-mountain.co.uk

The next issue will be JUNE 2018. Please don’t forget the deadline which is:
Friday 18th May 2018
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July 2017 – We Co-opted Councillor Rachel Tibbott to the Trelystan Ward.

Carpentry — Joinery —Furniture

General maintenance

Property renovations & repairs

Sheds, outbuildings & more…

 

All parts for each project are custom-made  
in our well equipped workshop.
Call us for a free quote.  
No job is too
small (or 
too big!)
 

T

GARDEN SERVICES
Mowing, Strimming

Hedge & Verge Cutting

Tel: 07432 726 772
tomlongley1998@gmail.com

Old and new vinyl needs

HI-Fi Sound from Inheritance Tracks 
HEAR the difference — no more

THE VINYL REVIVAL!

1,000s of sales worldwide since 1985
£6.75

ROY MADDOX has been advertising his Oakleaf joinery business in the 
Trade Directory for many years. We knew that he was fully occupied and 
not able to take on any further jobs when, years ago,  we contacted him 
about a cabinet making project and he had to refer us to another 
craftsman. His products designed and made in wood range from a tiny box 
to a full sized bridge!
 So thanks to Roy for his past support, and even more so for sponsoring this 
issue because he’s retiring and selling the machinery in his workshop — 
look out for the Harry Ray auction. Our best wishes to Roy for an 
enjoyable retirement — and if any of the missing photos of your projects 
come to light we’d be pleased to put them in a retrospective gallery. 
 
  


