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Our cover photograph shows Roma
Tibbott along with Rev.Robert Leach
and Churchwardens John Markwick
and James Evans.

If you have a photograph, past or present, that
you think would be of interest, please contact us.

The deadline for the next edition is
THURSDAY 22nd MAY.
Copy can be sent to
Jenny Sanders 01938 559562
(newsatleighton@btinternet.com)
Or
Allan Smith 01938 553598
(newsatleighton@gmail.com)

On a sunny morning on the 6th of April,
Rev.Robert interrupted his usual service in
Leighton Church to make a surprise
presentation on behalf of the Parochial
Church Council. The Vicar said that it was
his great pleasure to acknowledge the
enormous contribution made to the
smooth running of the church by Roma in
the past, in the present, and no doubt in
the future. He said she had been on the
PCC since Noah was a boy—only a slight
exaggeration, as she retired from the Parochial Church Council last year after over
50 years’ service, thirty of those years as
Church Warden. (Quite an achievement,
that would no doubt have been too much
even for Russell Crowe, with or without his
Ark.) Rev.Robert presented Roma with a
beautiful tree in full blossom, and a very
touched Roma replied that her years of
service had been not only a duty but a
great pleasure.

This month’s issue of
The Leighton News
is sponsored by

HOT LOBSTER
Please see the back page for
a message from our sponsor.
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Services at Leighton and Trelystan in May
Sunday 4th May
9.30am Holy Communion at Leighton
3.00pm Family Service at Trelystan

Sunday 11th May
11.15am Family Service at Leighton
3.00pm Holy Communion at Trelystan

Sunday 18th May
6.30pm Evensong at Leighton

Sunday 25th May
No Services
SIDESMEN FOR MAY:

C.ALEXANDER
C.WALTON

ALTAR FLOWERS AND BRASS
CLEANING:

J.BENNETT
B.MILLS

OPEN DOOR
FAMILY CENTRE
Thank you to our local volunteers,
Sylvia, Wayne and Kevin,
who will be joining other
volunteers taking part in
the Fashion Show on the 29th May.
It should be fun!!!

TICKETS AVAILABLE FROM
LAURA
IN AID OF
OPEN DOOR
THE OLD STATION, SEVERN ROAD, FAMILY CENTRE
REG.NO.
WELSHPOOL, POWYS. SY21 7AY
1034370

TEL: 01938 556622

ON
01938 556911
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FOR SALE
Two wooden steamer chairs, with cushions and footrests.
Fold flat for storage. Seats recline.
Excellent condition. Hardly used.

£45

Tel: 01938 553598

OPEN CHURCHES
A facebook page has been set up to promote local churches that are open to the public
along with the many events that are held in churches.
Churches are so much more than just places of worship. They are of particular interest to people
interested in architecture, wood carving, stained glass, stone masonry as well as a place to
trace local and family history.
The new facebook page can be found at www.facebook.com/welshpoolopenchurches

OPEN GARDEN
Nant-y-Coed
Leighton
(By kind permission of
Mr.& Mrs.E.Bayliss)
SATURDAY 25th MAY 2014
2.00pm—5.00pm

FOR SALE
Wheel Horse c160 Automatic Garden Tractor
Garden Trailer rebuilt and as new
To view, contact Emrys Evans
on 01938 580585

ADMISSION £5
(TO INCLUDE REFRESHMENTS)
All proceeds in aid of
OPEN DOOR FAMILY CENTRE
Reg.Charity No: 1034370

Bon Voyage…
to the Bird family who have flown the
nest, and

Welcome…
to the village to Liz, Aled and Peter,
who are the new residents at
2 Pentre.

As having an allotment is becoming
very popular again, there are a couple
available in Forden if anyone in
Leighton or Trelystan is interested, as
you qualify to join. One full plot costs
£60 per year, and half a plot costs £40
per year, both with a good sized shed
and mains water.
Contact Richard Dawe on
01938 580766 or
e-mail r.dawe452@btinternet.com
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Stephen Beattie VC

29th March 1908– 20th April 1975

Stephen Halden (known as ‘Sam’) Beattie was born here at Leighton, the son of Prebendary
Ernest Halden Beattie and his wife, Ethel, and was educated at Rugby. He joined the Royal Navy
in 1925, as a special entry cadet, becoming a midshipman in 1927, and in March 1942 he was
given command of HMS Campbeltown, an old and expendable American destroyer which, during
Operation Chariot, was to ram and blow up the gates of the dry dock at St Nazaire. This dry
dock, six miles up the Loire, was used by the German Navy to repair its ships.
Campbeltown’s funnels were modified so that she resembled a German destroyer, her bridge
was reinforced to protect those handling the ship and she carried a German naval ensign to confuse the enemy further. The ship sent messages to those on shore reassuring them that she was
a German vessel coming in for emergency repairs. The Campbeltown moved along the Loire unchallenged during the approach to St Nazaire until shortly before 1.30am on 28 March 1942,
when the ship was caught in searchlights and German batteries opened up from both sides of
the River. Beattie had the White Ensign hoisted and returned fire. Half the ship’s company were
now killed or wounded, but despite being dazzled by searchlights, Beattie, who was now steering
the ship himself, rammed the dock gates only four minutes behind schedule. Motor launches had
been secreted nearby to take off the ship’s crew but Beattie was subsequently captured when
the motor launch carrying him down river was sunk. The Campbeltown exploded later that day,
wrecking the dock gates and proving the mission a success.
Beattie spent the rest of the war in captivity and was presented with his Victoria Cross in
1945.The London Gazette, which records and publishes all commendations such as this, issued
the following on 21st May 1942:
“For great gallantry and determination in the attack on St. Nazaire in command of H.M.S. Campbeltown. Under intense fire directed at the bridge from point blank range of about 100 yards, and in the
face of the blinding glare of many searchlights, he steamed her into the lock-gates and beached and
scuttled her in the correct position.This Victoria Cross is awarded to Lieutenant-Commander Beattie in
recognition not only of his own valour but also of that of the unnamed officers and men of a very gallant ship's company, many of whom have not returned.”
For many French people, this
event at St.Nazaire in 1942
was the first time since 1940
that they were able to see
some light at the end of the
tunnel and to feel hopeful
about the future.

As you can well imagine,
there is a great deal to the
Lieutenant Commander
story of Stephen Beattie.
Beattie was rewarded by them He had a long and distinwith the Croix de Guerre avec guished career in the
Palmes, and with the Legion
Royal Navy—too much for
us to write of here—but
d’Honneur.
look out for more of his
He continued with his career
exploits in future editions
in the Navy and retired as
of The Leighton News

Captain in 1960 to Cornwall,
where he died on April 20th
1975. He is buried in Ruan
Minor Churchyard in Mullion.
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NATIONAL GARDENS SCHEME
LOCAL GARDENS OPEN FOR CHARITY
Spring is here and the 2014 National Gardens Scheme is underway. With your help The National Gardens
Scheme donated £2.1 million pounds to Marie Curie, Macmillan, Help the Hospices and other charities, of
which £10,000 was raised here in Montgomeryshire. Do come and visit one of our beautiful gardens, you
will have a wonderful afternoon with delicious tea and cakes and your admission ticket will have helped the
cancer and caring charities. We also have a number of gardens that open for private visits for groups of
friends or societies. Discover more at www.ngs.org.uk or pick up a leaflet at Welshpool Tourist Information
Centre. Thank you.
Susan See-Paynton 01686 650531
Saturday 3 & Sunday 4 May
Tan-y-Llyn, Meifod, SY22 6YB. Open 2-5pm. Admission: £3.50 children free.
Visitors also welcome by appointment April-November.
In a quiet valley near Meifod the garden seems to grow out of the landscape and the surroundings are seen
through portholes, sculpted hedges and openings in the trees.
Friday 9 May & Saturday 10 May
Dingle Nurseries & Garden, near Welshpool, SY21 9JD. Open 9-5pm. Admission: £3.50 children free.
RHS recommended stunning 4.5 acre garden open this weekend for ngs.
Saturday 17 & Sunday 18 May
Chapel House and Quarry House, Priest Weston SY15 6DF. Open 11-4.30pm. Combined admission: £4.50
children free. Visitors also welcome by appointment May-September.
Chapel House is a slightly wild 1 acre cottage garden on a steep hillside with several different terraces including gravel garden, herbaceous borders, meadow, woodland and orchard and Quarry House with zig
zag steep paths and beds dug into the hill - both gardens have stunning views south towards the Kerry
Ridgeway and west to Snowdonia but are not suitable for anyone unsure of foot.
Sunday 18 May
Fraithwen,Tregynon. SY16 3EW. Open 2-6pm. Admission: £3 children free.
Visitors also welcome by appointment February-October.
Sydney Thomas’ beautiful garden with herbaceous borders, rockeries and ponds, a real plants woman’s
garden full of rare plants.
Wednesday 28 May
Grandma’s Garden, Felingerrig, Machynlleth, SY20 8UJ. Open 10.30-4.30. Admission: £4 children £1.50.
Opens for the ngs today - seven sensory gardens and lots of azaleas and bluebells.
This photograph, taken from Moel
y Mab in 1952, was kindly sent to
us by Margaret Harrison, formerly
Margaret Bowen, who at that time
lived at Hirddol, part of the Leighton Home Farm complex, where
Mrs.Thomas now lives. Though the
detail could be clearer, and though
the glory days of the Leighton Hall
Estate were by then already past,
enough can be seen to show the
farm buildings when they were still
a thriving mix of tenant farms
providing employment and homes for many people. Today, with the excellent work carried out by James
Potter and the Yorton Farm Stud, the Home Farm can once again stand comparison with its former incarnation.
Margaret Harrison still has the Leighton News delivered each month, though she no longer lives in the
village. We thank her for her continued interest and support.
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LEIGHTON VILLAGE HALL
is taking bookings for weddings with the whole of the main hall draped completely in a beautiful
white lining. The hall is transformed into a stylish marquee making it an amazing venue for your
special day. Banish the worries of wet weather, hiring extra facilities or parking problems—it’s all
inclusive.

YOUR marquee in YOUR hall making it YOUR special day.
For more information, e-mail:
villagehall@leightonnews.com
Or telephone
0785 410 3058

WANT TO …..
Try BADMINTON? (all the equipment is available)
Have a PARTY?
Hold an EVENT?
The Village Hall has a couple of evenings free each week for the Summer months
AT VERY COMPETITIVE RATES so please contact us for more information.
You will be surprised at what there is on offer
—we have the facilities if you have the ideas!
Contact us any time.

FOR ALL BOOKINGS OF
LEIGHTON VILLAGE HALL
e-mail: villagehall@leightonnews.com
Telephone: 0785 410 3058
The next meeting of LEIGHTON VILLAGE HALL Management Committee
is on THURSDAY 15th MAY at 7.00pm.
Many improvements to the Village Hall will be made this coming Summer, and your input is vital
to make this Village Hall as successful as possible. Please come along to the meeting above.
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THE LEIGHTON DIRECTORY
TREE ACTIVE
Liam O’Brien

Specialist Tree Surgery

Fully Qualified and Insured

01938 554671 or 07528 752679
E-mail: liam@treeactive.co.uk

www.treeactive.co.uk

PADDOCK ELECTRICAL LTD
Domestic—Commercial—Industrial— Portable Appliance Testing—Installations and Rewires Emergency Lighting—Periodic
Inspection and Testing Solar PV Installation—6 year noquibble guarantee on all work—All work issued with a Compliance Certificate All work carried out by qualified electricians
approved by NICEIC, ECA, CHAS, Constructionline—Part-P
Domestic Installer and Trustmark Full Public Liability Insurance
All staff checked with CRB (Criminal Records Bureau)
Welshpool 01938 555521
Middletown 01938 570311
e-mail: info@paddockelectrical.co.uk

KINGSWOOD FRAMES & MIRRORS

CHAMELEON HAIR STUDIO

Framers, Carvers, Gilders, Restorers

Broad Street, Montgomery

Tim Haysell

Specialising in foil colouring, plus all other
hairdressing requirements.

Unit 2, Offa’s Dyke Business Park

Tel: 01938 554985

Now stockists of the vibrant and fun
Jackie Brazil Jewellery

Fax: 01938 554901

01686 668286

PETER WHALE

OAKLEAF JOINERY

Decorating Contractor

Quality Workmanship

Roy Maddox

For your free estimate, contact

Building and Joinery Services

01938 535050

Unit 6, Leighton Centre

Mobile: 07870 274228
peter.whaledecorating@gmail.com

01938 553748

BROOKLYN KENNELS

COOKSON’S OF WELSHPOOL

AND CATTERY

HOPE LANE, WELSHPOOL, POWYS

Gerry Hill and John Nunn

01938 580346

info@brooklyn-kennels-cattery.co.uk

GROUP TRAVEL FOR ALL OCCASIONS
48 seat Executive Coaches
21, 35, 53 & 57 seat Standard Coaches
14 and 16 seat Minibuses
Daytrips and excursions
Contact Mike or Chris on 01938 553465

ANDREW THOMAS

FIREWOOD

Agricultural Contracting and
Septic Tank Emptying

Hardwood Logs cut to size for fireplace
or woodburner
Trailer Loads delivered
Bulk Bags for collection

01938 553219

Call BEN on

01743 884403 or 07971 171576
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SCRUFFY TO FLUFFY

EVERGREEN LANDSCAPES

DOG GROOMING
at Whitley Crest,
Halfway House, Shrewsbury.

Lawn Mowing, Turf Laying, Patios, Fencing,
Sheds and Shed Bases, Garden Shed Clearance

For more information contact
GIVENY ANDREW

07773 301239

WINDOW & SOLAR PANEL
CLEANING
Local Service for Residential and
Commercial Properties
Free Quotes and Affordable Rates

01938 570854

or

07779 837268

Call for a free quote:

Mobile: 07772 308248
Home: 01938 580704

BEAUTY BY AMANDA
Ultimate Non-Surgical Face-Lift * Massages*
Tanning * Shellac manicures * Hair Removal *
Hot Stone Massage
For an appointment or consultation contact Amanda
on 01938 580002 or 07950 385215
fb page “Beauty By Amanda Welshpool” for special
offers or e-mail amandaspencer@sky.com
Also available Spray Tan Parties; Consultant for “Arbonne”

FEEL GREAT WITH ALOE VERA

SPLASH Plumbing & Heating Engineers

Superb quality Aloe Vera and bee products.
Drinks, treatment creams, supplements,
personal care, skin care, weight management,
cosmetics, animal care (domestic and farm).
Special gift ideas. 60-day, money-back guarantee.
Try some products at home free.

GAS SAFE & OFTEC Registered. Fully Trained and CRB
-checked staff. Free Quotation and Advice. Installation,
Service and Repair, from a tap washer to a complete
plumbing/heating installation. 24-hour Emergency
Call Out available to our customers. Fully Insured.

Carol and Paul Harris 01938 553430
carol@aloevera.uk.net

www.bit.ly/carolshop

Call your local plumbers on:
01938 580113

or

07800 552026

SALLY DAVIES, HOMEOPATH

N.J.EVANS AND SON

01938 580278

Your Local Established Central Heating Specialists in Welshpool

Homeopathy is an effective alternative therapy.
It can help with all kinds of health issues for all age
groups, including depression, stress, anxiety,
sleeplessness, and digestion.
Please feel free to phone me if you would like an
initial discussion.
I also have an established pet-sitting service.

Established over 40 years

Planned Annual Maintenance on Oil, Gas & LPG Central
Heating Boilers with 24 Hour Breakdown Cover.
Free quotations on new efficient central heating boilers.
Now is a good time to act and save money on fuel costs.
Showrooms at 1 & 2 Jehu Road, Welshpool

01938 552976

LEIGHTON GARDENING SERVICES

BOOKKEEPING SOLUTIONS

For lawn-mowing, cultivating, long-reach
hedge cutting, patio cleaning, fencing,
and any other gardening needs.

A cost effective bookkeeping service for small to
medium size businesses. Services include
computerised accounting, VAT Returns,
management accounts.
IAB Registered

Contact:
01938 570241 or 07813 720080

GARRETTS LTD
Tel: 01938 580533
e-mail: garretts4.mail@tiscali.co.uk
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SARAH EVANS
PROPERTY SERVICES
OFFERING RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL
LANDLORDS A PERSONAL AND PROFESSIONAL
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT SERVICE
Regulated by RICS

CONTACT: SARAH EVANS B.Sc.(Hons) MRICS
T: 07989 175441 E: sarahevans.ps@btinternet.com
A: Castle View, Leighton SY21 8HH

DI STEVENS
MCSP HPC Reg
Chartered Human and Animal Physiotherapist

07808 529925
Helping you and your loved ones reduce pain and
restore movement
Home Visits Available

THE HERBERT ARMS, CHIRBURY
01938 561216
Lunches and evening meals served daily,
apart from Tuesday.
Sunday Roast lunch, with dessert, for only £10!
Local Ales Available
Happy Hour, Monday to Friday 5—7 p.m.

What would you do with your life
if you could wave a magic wand?
Do you know anyone (any age and anywhere in the UK,
or overseas) looking for more control over their income, a
better pension, or a way of helping others? If so, please
ask them to talk to us about how to achieve totally
uncapped and willable income in a few hours a week.

Carol and Paul Harris 01938 553430
carol@aloevera.uk.net

And finally……..a word from our sponsors

HOT LOBSTER LTD
is pleased to sponsor The Leighton News.

We are a bespoke furniture designer and manufacturer based in the Leighton Centre. We specialise in
wood, though we can work with other materials such as metal and glass. We produce stand alone and fitted furniture, from dining tables and cabinets to bespoke kitchens and dressing rooms. We also work with
commercial clients on projects such as bars, shop displays and reception desks.

You tell us what you want … and we can make it!
Any size, shape, colour, material etc.
We aim to produce furniture which is unique, inherently beautiful and of exceptional quality.... furniture to fall
in love with.

Please take a look at our website, www.hotlobster.co.uk or our Facebook page, www.facebook.com/
HotLobsterLtd. Feel free to contact us with any enquiries on (01938) 558852 or email us at
info@hotlobster.co.uk.

