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This month’s sponsors of The Leighton News are

LEIGHTON ESTATE WOODLAND
We thank them for their generous support
Who said life in the country was quiet and uneventful? Was he writing from the perspective
of the rush hour in London? Everything is relative, of course, but it seems that there are
more than enough issues and events going on in Leighton at the moment to satisfy most of
us. This Jubilee year has seen the village galvanised and working together, not only to
celebrate, but to achieve solid and lasting outcomes. The developments at Leighton Centre
promise great things in the coming year, with an influx of new residents of both the twofooted and the four-footed variety, not to mention the long-overdue conservation and
refurbishment of the unique buildings that make up the complex. The plans have meant a
new start in new homes for a number of residents already, with more to come. The ongoing
saga of the Lower Leighton Farm Planning Application, which has generated so much
interest and concern and raised many issues about life in the countryside, will take its next
crucial step in March, no doubt to the dismay of some and the satisfaction of others. The
decision to site the new National Grid station in the Meifod valley has meant that here in
Leighton we could breathe a sigh of relief, but it leaves open the broader debate about such
massive changes in sensitive environments, and how we cherish our irreplaceable landscape.
The Leighton News has reported all these events and tried to reflect the concerns of its
readers. Recent editions have provoked strong debate, from Ian Corke’s piece on the Rural
Housing Needs Survey, with a response from its originator, Henk Jan Kuipers, to Gus
Fergusson’s “Face to Face” interviews, commented on by Barry Griffin, with a reply in this
edition from Linda Corfield. The strong feelings generated are ample evidence of how much
the people of Leighton care about what is happening here, and we hope that The Leighton
News will continue to provide a forum for all your views, whichever side of any particular
argument you favour. For clarification, we have outlined our editorial policy on these and
other contributions inside this edition.
On behalf of everyone concerned with the production and distribution of The Leighton
News, we would like to thank all those villagers who support us in many different ways,
and wish all our readers a very Merry Christmas and a happy and peaceful
(or should that be “eventful”?) New Year.
AS USUAL, THERE WILL BE NO LEIGHTON NEWS IN JANUARY.
The deadline for February’s Leighton News will be Thursday 31st January 2013
Contact:
Jenny Sanders on 01938 559562 (dandjsanders@btinternet.com)
or
Allan Smith on 01938 553598 (allanedenlea@aol.com)

Church

Services

Since the Leighton News is not published in January, we give below the services
to be held at Holy Trinity over the next two months

CHURCH SERVICES FOR DECEMBER 2012
Sunday 2nd December (Advent Sunday)

9.30 a.m. Holy Communion

Sunday 9th December

11.15 a.m. Family Service

Sunday 16th December

6.30 p.m. Carol Service

Tuesday 25th December (Christmas Day) 10.30 a.m. Festival Communion

CHURCH SERVICES FOR JANUARY 2013
Sunday 6th January (Epiphany)

No services
(Deanery Service at Pontesbury)

Sunday 13th January

11.15 a.m. Family Service

Sunday 20th January

6.30 p.m. Evensong

ROTAS
SIDESMAN ROTA
December 2012:
January 2013:
February 2013:

Sarah and James Evans
C.Alexander and C.Walton
J.Bennett and P.Bayliss

ALTAR FLOWERS AND BRASS CLEANING ROTA
December 2012:
January 2013:
February 2013:

R.Tibbott and Jane Walton
M.Davies and D.Schofield
J. and D.Sanders

CHRISTMAS
TREES FOR
SALE
Norway,
Noble and
Nordmann
Spruce

LEIGHTON
ESTATE
WOODLAND
Please Contact:
WILL JONES
on
07889 922342

The Newtown and Welshpool Express
And Mid-Wales General Advertiser
The following story appeared on January 5th 1869:
John Harris, about 35 years of age, employed at Leighton Hall buildings as a labourer, was with half
a dozen others on their way home to Leighton, and on arriving at the Severn, found that the ferryman had gone to bed. The deceased, who is married but without children, volunteered to run along
the chain which crosses the river, and bring the boat back for his companions. They wished him not
to do so, but he persisted, and pulled off his coat, waistcoat, hat, watch and purse which he gave to
one of the six to take charge of until he returned with the boat. The deceased commenced to cross by
the chain, but had not gone far before he fell into the water and was seen no more. After a lapse of
time the “saved” returned to town and handed over to PC Ellis the articles above mentioned. On
Sunday morning, although the water was high, search was commenced and continued during the
day, but to no avail. It is said that the deceased had done on previous occasions what he now attempted to do. May this melancholy case be a lesson to others who think they are strong, yet are
weak.

Less than a year later, on December 27th 1870, the following was printed:

Narrow escape from drowning:
On Monday evening last, Mr.John Holloway of Churchstoke was about crossing the River Severn at
Leighton Ferry, when near the middle of the stream the chain broke. The boatman stuck to the chain
as long as he could, but at last was obliged to loose it. The boat then drifted down the river (which
was very high at the time). By dint of great exertions they succeeded in getting the boat to the side,
and scrambled out as well as they could. Another argument (if argument were necessary) in favour
of a bridge over the river.

Leighton Bridge, which many of us cross regularly almost without
registering its presence, was finally built in 1872, becoming the
39th bridge across the Severn from its source.
It is now Grade II listed.

Well done to EWE!
Congratulations to Catrin, Janey and Eluned Tibbott of
Cletterwood for recently being awarded The Best Kerry Hill Flock
in Britain 2012 in their category.
Their flock 'Y Felin' was judged on the farm at Cletterwood
categorised according to the flock size. After winning their category their flock was
then judged against all the other category winners across Britain and finally they
were awarded the Runner Up overall Champion Flock of 2012,
the winner being in Northern Ireland.
It must be all that lush Trelystan grass!

Leighton Events Committee
We will be holding a meeting of the above committee to discuss how best to use the money
left over from the Jubilee Events this year (approx. £2500). The meeting will be in February
(date to be decided) in The Gallery of the Village Hall – everyone is welcome to attend, not
just committee members. This is your opportunity to voice your opinion and vote accordingly – if you are not there we will have to go with the majority decision taken by the attendees on the night. If you would like the Village Show to go ahead again next year then please
come along and offer your services, this was a huge undertaking this year and we would like
more people involved to share the load. If it is decided to go ahead with the show, James and
Jean Potter have kindly agreed the use of the same two fields next year as were used this year.

Poo-4-U
Mr BoJangles is home, so Poo-4-U is back
in business!

Only £1.50 per bag
Horse manure of a better quality – chemical
free going in (so you can work out the rest).

Golden Nuggets of Garden Goodness
delivery free to your door if you live in
Leighton, delivery charges will apply
elsewhere
(International orders maybe a little tricky as
he doesn’t like flying).
Contact Rachel Tibbott on
01938 554935

Bon Voyage Ali
Good luck in Sark, we will all miss
you but wish you the best of luck. It
was a leaving party never to be
forgotten (if only we could
remember).
Is Sark ready for this?

As you may have gathered, we have recently moved
to Glanllyn and as a result will not be able to carry on
running the village Post Office which I have run for
the past 16 years in Gortheur. The Post Office will
probably be advertising the vacancy soon to see if
anyone is interested in taking on the responsibility.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all my
customers who have supported the Post Office over
the years and wish everyone a very Merry Christmas
and a Happy 2013.
Rachel Tibbott

For Sale
Brown Leather 3 Seater Ektorp Ikea Settee,
very comfortable and supportive
£100
Undercounter Zanussi fridge with sliding
shelves, very spacious
£40
Canon Electric 60cm double
oven cooker

£350

Upright Piano JJ Hopkinson from
Forrester & Sons, Shrewsbury.
Sad sale

Offers

Cow-print single wardrobe – unique!

Offers

Small blue child’s modern desk
from Argos
Lots of office furniture incl desks,
tables and chairs
Rachel/Gethin

01938 554935
07968 310541

Offers
Offers

EDITORIAL POLICY AT THE LEIGHTON NEWS
The recent inclusion of features such as “Face to Face: in conversation with Gus Fergusson”
and “Have Your Say” continues the tradition of The Leighton News being an open forum
for its readers, with an honest and sometimes forthright expression of views from all who
wish to contribute. As editors, we have one very simple rule:
We publish everything submitted by our readers, as long as it is
accurate,
not likely to cause offence,
legal,
and accompanied by the name of the writer.
The views expressed are those of the writers; the editors remain neutral.
If you are interested in, intrigued by, diametrically opposed to, or even infuriated by what is
written, please let us have your views. The Leighton News is open to everybody.

We send our best wishes
and hopes for a speedy recovery
to Mike Kempster, our former Editor,
who has been unwell recently.
Our thoughts are with both him and Pat.

Thank you….
The Coffee Morning at the Village Hall last month was a great social
and fund raising success. The final sum raised for the Hall was £290.
The Trefoil Guild table, selling wee knitted Christmas stockings, turkeys
and Christmas elves made £113 for the
Multiple Sclerosis Society.
Thank you to everyone who came and enjoyed the coffee and chat.
Worth a repeat in the Spring?

Thank you to the three Musketeers
Thank you to Alan Lloyd for cutting the hedges, Martin Dyson for doing some
repairs and Tudor Gittins for cleaning the windows at Leighton Village Hall. We thank you
for your support so willingly and promptly given and also thank you in
advance to Adrian Bird for the work on tidying up the car park that he will be doing after all
of the leaves have fallen.
Thank you also to all those who decorated the Village Hall for us all to enjoy
over the Christmas period.

Happy Christmas and wishing you all a prosperous New Year
from all at Leighton Village Hall.

Christmas Puzzle Page
HIDDEN TOWNS
These cryptic clues hide the names of 40
British towns. Can you decipher them?
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.

2nd rate Lancashire cake (7)
One short of a river (5)
Cattle crossing (6)
Felicity? (6)
Left over from Hallowe’en? (5)
Goes in front (5)
Singing sister (8)
M for K in needle (6)
Entrance to the harbour (10)
Give out the cards (4)
Quick snack (8)
Beach—Call—Bacon (11)
Sounds like a firework (6)
Hepatic pond (9)
Crossing in this place (8)
Tear apart country (10)
Battle centre of candle (7)
Fasten firmly to (6)
Ship’s bottom (5)
Short mixed-up uncle (4)
Lonely if sent here (8)
American cigarette? (11)
Rock cake? (5)
Beloved weight (10)
Charred wound (9)
Place where heather grows (9)
Hit apostle (8)
Rapid Forest (9)
Recent place to sell (9)
Salts for indigestion (5)
Where the teachers cross (8)
Pale harbour (10)
Pond (5)
Ship’s body (4)
Dispose of dead rodents (10)
Fungal growth (4)
Early tool (5)
Rouse pasture (9)
Carry on mocking (7)
Angle sentry (9)

CHRISTMAS TRIVIA
1.

Which country once criminalised
Christmas?
a. England
b. Scotland
c. Germany
d. Poland

2.

St.Nicholas, the origin of Santa Claus,
was from which country?
a. Germany
b. Holland
c. Greece
d. Russia

3.

Which of the following was traditionally
not one of Santa’s reindeer?
a. Donder
b. Dancer
c. Vixen
d. Rudolf

4.

What is the Noche Buena plant more
commonly known as?
a. Mistletoe
b. Holly
c. Poinsettia
d. Amaryllis

5.

Santa brings presents to good children.
What do naughty children get?
a. A lump of coal b. A rock
c. A bag of soil
d. Nothing

6.

What do French children hang up instead
of a stocking?
a. A shoe
b. A hat
c. A mitten
d. A sack

7.

In Italy, La Befana fills the stockings of
good children on the eve of Epiphany.
What transport does she use?
a. A chariot
b. A mule
c. A unicorn
d. A broom

8.

What did Scrooge send the boy in the
street to buy on Christmas morning?
a. A goose
b. A tree
c. A turkey
d. Presents

Solutions at the back of
The Leighton News
(but try not to peek,
at least to begin with)

chalara fraxinea (ash dieback)
Sadly, due to the continuing spread of
Chalara Fraxinea, otherwise known as
Ash Dieback, (cases reported this
month in Cheshire, Shropshire and
Carmarthenshire), Leighton Estate
Woodlands are taking necessary
precautions to try and prevent the
spread of this disease. These include
placing signs around the Estate
respectfully asking walkers to stick to
the Public Footpaths and not to stray into other areas of the woodland, and to keep
the use of these paths to a minimum. Ash Dieback is spoor-driven, so before
entering and leaving the woodland it would be advisable and appreciated
if members of the public could wash footwear, as well as
the paws and hooves of their animals.
The ash, as well as being a beautiful tree which graces the British landscape, is the
traditional source of wood used in the manufacture of garden tools and farm
implements. It would be a tragedy if it disappeared from our countryside
for want of a few simple precautions. Please help by taking extra care when
visiting local woodland.

A Reminder….
Chris Walton will hold a day school on Saturday 15th December,
in Leighton Village Hall from 10am. until 4pm.
Participants will learn to make a Welcome Ring (or Christmas Wreath)
during the morning and a table decoration during the afternoon.
Please bring your own lunch.
The more the merrier (and cheaper!).
For more details please contact Chris Walton on 552833.

Good News from Holy Trinity...
Holy Trinity Church has had approval from the Diocese of Hereford to carry out re-roofing
of the north side aisle roof, rebuilding the stone gutter and stone arch to the cellar, repairs to
the west window, internal plastering, path repairs and investigation and repair to the leaning
pillar, supporting the arch by the South Naylor door, replacing and repositioning the oil tank
and other improvements. It is planned that work will commence around May 2013.
Although some funds have been raised as a result of a successful flower festival in the
summer and various other gifts none of these works would have been possible without the
generous support of James Potter who, through his business Potters Group, has made
substantial donations towards this work.
On behalf of the Parochial Church Council and all friends of Holy Trinity, thank you ,James.
John Markwick
Church Warden

W indow Cleaner
Free Quotes & Affordable Rates.
Frames & Sills C leaned at No Extra
Cost.
Residential & Com mercial Properties.

w ww .welshpoolw indowcleaning.co.uk
Tel 01938 570854

07779 837268

BUTTINGTON TREWERN
PLAYGROUP
Buttington Trewern Community Centre
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday
8.45 a.m. to 11.30 a.m.

New Gallery Opens
in Shrewsbury
Leighton resident Tim Haysell, who owns
Kingswood Frames and Mirrors on the
Offa’s Dyke Business Park in Buttington,
is collaborating in a new venture
in Shrewsbury.
The Redspot Gallery Kingswood,
which can be found at 42 High Street,
Shrewsbury, features the work of prominent
wildlife and sporting artists such as
Ben Hoskyns, Terence Lambert,
Sam Macdonald, Jonathan Sainsbury,
Keith Sykes and Owen Williams.
The group hope that the new gallery will
encourage customers to have more direct
contact with the artists and learn more about
the creative processes behind their work.

For more information, visit the
gallery’s website on
www.redspot.org

£5.50 per session
Do you have a child aged 212 to school age?
Are you looking for a fun, supportive
environment for your child?
Do you want your child to learn to socialise and
develop their independence while being cared for
by experienced, friendly staff?
THEN BUTTINGTON TREWERN PLAYGROUP
IS FOR YOU






We can offer:
A safe, secure environment with both
indoor and outdoor play areas
Excellent inspection reports from
Estyn and CSSIW
Close working links with Buttington
Trewern School
Funding for 3-year-olds (the term following
their third birthday)
Contact Elaine on 07972745814 for more
information or to arrange a no-obligation visit.
“Both of my children attended Buttington Trewern
Playgroup and loved it. Having the chance to learn
some independence and make new friends before
starting school was invaluable.”
Mrs.E.Jones, Trewern.

Bernard Beech
Our thoughts are with Rene, Roderick,
Adrian and all the family, here and in
America, after the death of Bernie
earlier this month. He had a happy and
busy life and we understand how much
he will be missed.

Thank You
Our thanks go to Mrs.Rowlands of
Hollybush Cottage and to Doreen
Oliver for their kind donations to the
Leighton News this month.

Congratulations!
To Claire and Elwyn Turner on the birth of
their second son, Benjamin Ian
(to be known as Ben) on
Friday November 9th.
Big brother, Elliot, celebrated his third
birthday on November 22nd.
Well done to you all.

Thanks….
go to Eitol Bayliss, who cleared up
all the fallen leaves from the inner
church yard and car park.
Eitol, you are a star.

Have Your say
Dear Editors
Re: Have Your Say (November Edition) “The Leighton News October 2012”.
The new ‘Face to Face’ section of the Leighton News is an interesting addition to what is
already a most wide ranging and comprehensive local publication. Being the first ‘subject’
for this new section in the October edition, it was also my first ‘interview’. In response to Mr
Barry Griffin’s letter in the ‘Have Your Say’ section of the November edition, I shall
endeavour to clarify the point raised in paragraph 4 of the letter.
From the outset when the proposed Dairy expansion plans for Lower Leighton came
before Forden with Leighton and Trelystan Community Council, I was required by the
Members’ Code of Conduct, to declare a personal and prejudicial interest in the planning
application, by virtue of the fact I represent the Local Education Authority (LEA) on the
Governing body of Leighton School. The Code of Conduct is very clear and prescriptive in
what Councillors can and cannot do, and in respect of any permission, approval, consent,
licence or registration, clearly states, where there is a prejudicial interest, the Councillor takes
no part in the business of the Council and makes no written or oral representation either.
However, the Code of Conduct does not prevent me discussing or expressing an
opinion about the Dairy industry in general, and with husband, son and son-in-law all dairy
farmers, I would be more than happy to discuss any aspect of the industry at any time.
Yours sincerely,
Linda Corfield
(County Councillor representing Forden, Leighton & Trelystan)

The first hard frosts of winter, and the promise of severe
weather to come, means that we all need to think about
ensuring we know how to drive safely in hazardous
conditions. Leighton resident Rob Jones, of Seven Wells, is
offering special terms to all Leighton residents who want to
test their skills. Sessions, to be held at the New Cattle Mart,
will give you the opportunity to learn how to control a skid in
a safe and fun environment. The session will cover
under steer, over steer, ice driving and ABS braking.
If you are interested, give Rob a ring on 0777 387 0557.
Gift vouchers are also available.

FORDEN WITH LEIGHTON AND TRELYSTAN COMMUNITY COUNCIL
MEETING HELD IN FORDEN ON THURSDAY NOVEMBER 29TH
Dog Fouling
It has been brought to the Council's attention that dog walkers who walk their dogs along the
lane from Leighton Church down to the Farm Buildings at Leighton Centre are allowing
their animals to foul the road and verges. Dog mess is an eyesore and a health hazard. If you
are a dog owner, you have a legal duty to clean up every time your dog messes in a public
place. Most local councils require dog owners to carry a poop scoop and disposable bag
whenever they take their dogs out to a public place. So please be considerate and think of
other walkers.
The Council is to contact the Dog Warden to enquire whether a dog bin can be placed in the
area.

Highways
Highways are to be notified regarding:1.
2.
3.

The bend between Leighton School and Lower Leighton Farm.
A number of vehicles have collided with the hedge and ended up in the adjoining field;
The salt bin at the Cilcewydd junction has tipped over and needs re-adjusting.
Tanat Valley bus company is to be contacted after complaints that they are using the
Cilcewydd to Forden road (past Ivy House) where there is a weight restriction in place.

Leighton Post Office
The Council has received notification that Leighton Post Office which was situated at
Gortheur has temporarily closed with effect from 1 November 2012. Post Office Ltd state
that it remains their intention to keep a Post Office service in Leighton and are currently
investigating the options available.
The next meeting will be held in Leighton on Thursday December 27th at 7 p.m.

Open Door Family Centre
Howell Drive, Welshpool
Powys SY21 7AT
Tel/Fax: 01938 556238
E-mail:info@opendoorfamilycentre.co.uk
Website: www.opendoorfamilycentre.co.uk

OPEN DOOR FAMILY CENTRE
The Open Door Family Centre at Howell Drive in Welshpool is launching
a fund-raising campaign called “THE BIG TEN!”
The aim is to raise £10,000 over the next twelve months.
Open Door is a non-profit organisation which was established in the mid 1990s,
a community-focused charity based in Welshpool which aims to promote and
enhance the development, education and welfare of children and their families.
It achieves these aims by having a Family Support Team who work with children
from the age of 3-12 years. As well as being well known for its dedicated nursery
and popular holiday and after-school club for children in Welshpool and
surrounding areas, Open Door also runs parent and toddler groups, groups
supporting parents and carers with children with additional needs, as well as
undertaking outreach work with families within the community.
Current financial constraints have led to a reduction in funding, with the charity
having to reduce staff and focus on fewer projects, so the trustees have launched
the campaign with various fund-raising activities taking place over the next twelve
months.
WE NEED YOUR HELP
to ensure this valuable resource has a future for children
and their families in our local community.
We welcome you to our

Coffee Morning
on Saturday 15th December at Church House.
Next year, larger planned events will take place including
an Auction Evening, Musical Events, and much more.
Open Door are also looking for local businesses to sponsor the fund-raising
programme, as for someone who could give a little of their time
to become the Open Door Treasurer.
If interested, please contact
Amy Johnson 07534000951 or 01938 500617
Or
Laura Poole 07805944714 or 01938 556911

Face to Face: in conversation with Gus Fergusson
In the first of a two-part interview, Gus talks to James Potter. This month, he looks at the range of
concerns the Potter Group are engaged in. In February, he will talk to James Potter about the
developments at the Leighton Centre.

I have fond memories of doing business with “Potters” forty years ago with the inimitable
Gerald Potter, the father of James. I was a DIY enthusiast, and it was always possible to find
something useful while rummaging in a huge pile of others’ cast-offs. This was a true
manifestation of the kind of recycling that has gone on since the beginning of time. Sadly,
Health and Safety has put an end to that kind of rummaging, but look what has replaced it.
Today useful items are filtered out of the waste stream entering the Welshpool recycling
yard, which are then sold, with the proceeds being donated to local good causes such as
computers for schools. I myself made a trike for my grandson from the remains of two bikes
picked up at the yard.
Of course this is only a fraction of the Potter Group’s waste handling activities. They are
responsible for dealing with the waste of both Powys and Ceredigion, a massive area
equivalent to a third the size of Wales.
The Potter website sums up the scale of the operation: “The GF Potter Group is a thirdgeneration family-run business based at Potters Yard on Severn Road in Welshpool, Powys.
Originally established for the recycling of ferrous and non-ferrous metals, the company has
seen continued expansion and is now recognised as the biggest privately owned waste
management company in Wales.”
How waste is handled will always be a controversial subject, with worries about landfill at
the top of environmentalists’ concerns. However, James Potter points out that there is always
going to a residue once as much as possible has been recycled. This residue is being
responsibly used by Gwynt Cymru, a subsidiary wholly owned by the Potter Group, to
generate electricity from methane produced in the bowels of the landfill site at Bryn Posteg,
Llanidloes. An incredible one megawatt of power is generated, enough for 3000 homes
(i.e. the size of Welshpool), with a second generator due to come on stream next year.
As if that were not enough, Potter Group is involved in a host of other projects:






Titanium Technology: manufacturing titanium alloy for customers in the aerospace,
petrochemical, biomedical and electrolysis industries;
Potters’ Garage: a family-run business aiming to provide customers with a friendly
service and good value for money;
Powys Readymix: the concrete division of the Potter Group, which operates out of the
Welshpool headquarters and out of shared facilities with the Tudor Griffiths Group in
Shropshire;
Potter Aviation: aiming to provide the best helicopter services, including helicopter
charters, pleasure flights, and flight training.

So, this is clearly an organisation that is, if you will forgive the pun, reaching for the skies,
providing valuable employment and income. In the next edition, James Potter will talk about
his plans for the Leighton Centre, and how this will impact on the village.
Gus Fergusson (580007)

STOP PRESS: LOWER LEIGHTON FARM
EXTENSION PROPOSAL
Report from Campaign Against Leighton Farm expansion (CALFe) on the proposals to
expand the buildings at Lower Leighton to house and feed 1,000 cows.
Following the Welsh Minister’s decision to call in this planning application, the Minister has
received sufficient updated information from the applicants to set up a Public Inquiry so that
all parties can put their views to a Planning Inspector who has now been appointed by the
Minister.
As a result of the Minister’s decision, the County Council decided, on legal advice, to let its
new Regulatory Committee (that replaced the former Planning Committee) consider the application afresh. The Committee Members heard from the applicant and his agents and from representatives of Leighton. Councillor Mrs Dawn Bailey, Graeme Mulvey and David Williams
spoke on behalf of the Village objectors. We are extremely grateful for Councillor Bailey’s
support.
Following a vote the Regulatory Committee voted unanimously against the proposals. This
means that the County Council will be defending their decision to refuse this application, at
the Public Inquiry.
The Planning Inspectorate has now set the timetable for the Inquiry and has also granted Rule
6 Status to CALFe. This means that CALFe can not only provide witnesses at the Inquiry but
is also able to cross-question witnesses representing both sides at the Inquiry. To be able to
use Rule 6 Status effectively CALFe needs to be able to appoint a suitable professional person
to act on its behalf.
The timetable started with a pre-inquiry meeting in the County Council Council Chamber in
Welshpool on 29th November when the Inspector Ms K. J. Peerless DipArch RIBA met the
applicant, his representatives, and all the objectors who wish to speak at the Inquiry. She will
then set a timetable for the Inquiry which will open at 10.00 on Tuesday 5th March 2013 in the
County Council Chamber in Welshpool.
Included in the objectors are the Countryside Council for Wales (CCW), the National Trust,
the Campaign for the Protection of Rural Wales (CPRW), and the County Council.
CALFe can not hope to present a properly prepared case on behalf of the residents of
Leighton without adequate funding to enable a professional advocate to be employed to act
for you. It is proposed early in the New Year to arrange a public meeting in the Village Hall
to debate how the Village can raise funds to be properly represented in March 2013.
If you wish to pledge any money to help fight this application please contact Roger Clegg,
Geoff Vine or me.

John Markwick

The Naylor Family History
Part Two:
John Naylor
The first chapter briefly explained where the Naylor family wealth came from, and how John
Naylor’s Uncle Christopher Bullin (who inherited the title of Leyland) passed on his wealth to
his three nephews.
John Naylor was named after his father, John, who was from Hartford Hill, Cheshire. His father had married Dorothy Bullin, the sister of Christopher Bullin (Leyland). They had four
children: Thomas, John, Richard Christopher and Elisabeth Mary. John was born on 15th
April 1813 in Mount Pleasant, Liverpool. He was just three years of age when his father died
and the family went to live with Dorothy’s brother Richard Bullin in Liverpool.
John was educated at Eton around 1826–32 and then spent three years at Trinity College,
Cambridge. He was admitted into the partnership of the Leyland Bullins Bank on the death of
his uncle Richard Leyland (Bullin) in 1844. On 20th August 1846, aged 33, John Naylor married Georgiana Edwards, the daughter of John Edwards of Ness Strange, Shropshire. She was
descended from the Duke of Athol. On their return from honeymoon at Corndavon Lodge,
Aberdeenshire (not far from Balmoral Castle) they went to live at Liscard Manor, Wallasey.
The Leighton Estate (over 4,000 acres) was purchased by John’s Uncle Christopher Leyland
(Bullin) in 1845 for £85,503 12s 7p (£6.6 million now) and he gave it to the couple as a wedding present. John also inherited the Brynllawch Estate in Kerry which was purchased by
Richard Leyland and added to by Christopher Leyland. In addition to these handsome presents, in 1847 Uncle Christopher gave £100,000 (£7.13 million now) to each of his two nephews John and Richard Christopher. Not a bad start to a married life.
John Naylor inherited Leighton Hall, a Tudor style house, and a range of old farm buildings
called Leighton House Farm, the site of the current Home Farm. He must have worked very
quickly in obtaining the services of Mr W. H Gee, a relatively little known Liverpool Architect, to demolish the old hall and design the new Hall, Stables, Kennels, the Church, and the
new Leighton Park Farm (Home Farm) buildings. For the interior of the new hall Naylor drew
on what he must have seen in the Medieval Court at the Great Exhibition 1851 as he employed A.W.N. Pugin as its designer. Pugin managed to complete this work just before his
death in 1852, the same year as he designed the Big Ben Tower. The interior work to the new
hall, which not only included the interior design but also furniture, was carried out posthumously by J. G. Crace.
The church was carefully sited so that it can be seen for miles
around, which was probably the intent of the patron. Although
Pugin had no part in its design, Gee built in many of the
gothic features that Pugin revelled in. He also used Minton for
the floor tiles and John Hardman & Co, a Birmingham metal
working business, for all the brass fittings. The Hardman’s
ranges of church metal work were made exclusively to Pugin
designs. Crace provided the 49 gold leaf bosses in the chancel
roof. The Church foundation stone was laid in 1851 and the

The Naylor Family History (continued):
Church was conveyed to the Diocese of Hereford as a Chapel of Ease to Trelystan Church on
20th October 1853. The deeds of the Church state that the building sits on a piece of land
comprising 1 acre and 16 perches, being part of a close
called the Nearest Baze Croft Fields.
John Naylor also employed Edward Kemp, a pupil of
Paxton who designed Birkenhead Park. Kemp lived in
the Italian Lodge in the park and worked as an author and
as a freelance garden designer. No doubt Naylor must
have been impressed with his work to employ him.
The Italian Lodge in Birkenhead Park

By 1856 John Naylor had spent £200,000 on constructing the estate, and he had not even finished. At the time it was recorded that his wife expressed considerable alarm at the mounting
expenditure.
John Naylor died on 13th July 1889 after a lifetime accumulating a fine collection of oil and
watercolour paintings, constructing the extensive Leighton Park Farm (now known as the
Home Farm/Leighton Centre), the funicular railway to the viewpoint where Leighton House
now stands, the pumping of water from the River Severn to a reservoir on the estate to ensure
a regular supply of water for the turbines in the buildings, a private water system that originally provided not only water power to drive the turbines in the buildings, but a water supply
that served the buildings, the Hall, many of the properties and the fields. The most impressive
piece of advanced engineering was the provision of a manure irrigation system that served a
large area of the Park Farm. Manure was collected under the piggery in the round building at
Leighton Home Farm and then pumped from the Bone Mill (by Severnleigh Farm) up to the
large tank situated above Mab (by Leighton House) and then probably diluted and fed to the
pipes in the fields below. This system probably
failed after a heavy frost, and the pipes and bronze
fittings were lifted before the First World War for
scrap.
John Naylor also looked after his sister Elisabeth
Mary, building Garthmyl Hall for her and her husband, William George Gold, who became a Lieutenant General and Colonel of the 53rd Foot. Further land was purchased at Leighton, and also on
the Brynllawch Estate in Kerry, together with
Garthmyl Hall
land at Nantcribber, Forden and Glanhafren, which
was bought from the Earl of Hereford (the Devereux family). With the extra land came the
need to build more extensive buildings such as those at Nantcribber, the Mill at Cilcewydd,
and the storage buildings at Glanhafren Farm, now sadly destroyed by fire.

John Markwick

Christmas Puzzle Solutions
Hidden Towns
1.
BECCLES 2. THAME 3. OXFORD 4. KENDAL 5. GOOLE 6. LEEDS
7. BEVERLEY 8. BODMIN 9. PORTSMOUTH 10. DEAL 11. SANDWICH
12. SANDRINGHAM 13. BANGOR 14. LIVERPOOL 15. HEREFORD
16. SUNDERLAND 17. WARWICK 18. BOLTON 19. KEELE 20. CLUN
21. COVENTRY 22. MARLBOROUGH 23. SCONE 24. DARLINGTON
25. BLACKBURN 26. LINGFIELD 27. LAMPETER 28. FLEETWOOD
29. NEWMARKET 30. EPSOM 31. STAFFORD 32. WHITEHAVEN
33. POOLE 34. HULL 35. SHREWSBURY 36. MOLD 37. FLINT
38. WAKEFIELD 39. TAUNTON 40. FISHGUARD

Christmas Trivia
1.

[a] ENGLAND: during the Commonwealth, for a brief period Cromwell
banned Christmas celebrations as frivolous and ungodly.
2.
[c] GREECE: St.Nicholas was a 4th Century Greek bishop of Myra, now in
Southern Turkey, whose kindness was legendary.
3.
[d] RUDOLF: The original list came from the poem “Twas the night before
Christmas”. Rudolf was a much later invention.
4.
[c] POINSETTIA. Noche Buena is the name for the plant in its native Mexico.
Joel Roberts Poinsett, US Ambassador, “discovered” it.
5.
[a] A LUMP OF COAL, though these days it’s probably against the law.
6.
[a] A SHOE, as in many other European countries.
7.
[d] A BROOM: she has all the attributes of a (good) witch. Her name derives
from La Festa del’Epifania.
8.
[c] A TURKEY, which he asked the butcher to deliver to Bob Cratchit’s
house for their Christmas meal.

And finally….
In honour of this month’s sponsor,
a little puzzle.
The forester has to cut down and collect
all nine of these Christmas trees, but
in the interests of efficiency he can only
travel in 4 straight lines, without
retracing his steps.
How does he do it?
We’ll leave that one with you.

LEIGHTON DIRECTORY
Severn Valley Maintenance
& Repair
Handyman Services
Adrian Bird
2 The Pentre, Leighton
Welshpool SY21 8HW
01938 552881 / 07828 888051

W in d o w

C le a n e r

F r e e Q u o te s & A ffo r d a b le R a te s .
F r a m e s & S i ll s C le a n e d a t N o E x t r a
C o s t.
R e s i d e n t i a l & C o m m e r c ia l P r o p e r t i e s .

w w w . w e ls h p o o lw in d o w c le a n in g .c o .u k
Tel 01938 570854

07779 837268

Cookson’s of Welshpool
GROUP TRAVEL for ALL OCCASIONS
49 seat Executive Coaches
21, 35, 53 and 57 seat Standard Coaches
14 and 16 seat Minibuses
Day Trips and Excursions
Contact MIKE or CHRIS
on 01938 553465
HOPE LANE, WELSHPOOL, POWYS

KINGSWOOD FRAMES
& MIRRORS
Framers, Carvers, Gilders, Restorers
Tim Haysell
Unit 2, Offa’s Dyke Business Park
Tel 01938 554985 Fax 01938 554901

Chameleon Hair Studio
Broad Street, Montgomery
Specialising in foil colouring, plus all other
hairdressing requirements.
Now stockists of the vibrant and fun
Jackie Brazil Jewellery

Phone: 01686 668286
(closed Mondays)

THE
Best Western
ROYAL OAK HOTEL
Welshpool
24 Ensuite Bedrooms
Acorn Restaurant
Open Daily from 7.30 a.m. for Breakfast,
Morning Coffee & Light Snacks

*

*
*
*
*
*
*

GAS SAFE & OFTEC Registered
Fully Trained, Registered and
CRB Checked Staff
Free Quotation and Advice
Installation, Service and Repair
From a Tap Washer to a Complete
Plumbing / Heating Installation
24 Hour Emergency Call Out
Available To Our Customers
Fully Insured

Call Your Local Plumbers on
01938 580113 or 07800 552026

Hot & Cold Food Served
12-12.30 p.m. & 6.30-9.00 p.m.
Lunches & Dinners
Sunday Lunches, Traditional Roasts
Oak & Ostler Bars
General Manager
Neil Benbow
01938 552217

Peter Whale
Decorating Contractor
Quality Workmanship
For your free estimate
Tel: 01938 570540
Mobile: 07870 274228

FIREWOOD
Gerry Hill & John Nunn
Brooklyn Kennels and Cattery
Tel: 01938 580346
info@brooklyn-kennels-cattery.co.uk

GARRETTS

LTD

BOOKKEEPING SOLUTIONS
THE COMPLETE SERVICE
FOR THE
SMALL BUSINESS
We aim to provide a friendly, efficient, cost
effective bookkeeping service for small to
medium size businesses. Our services enable
you to concentrate on what you do best, run
your business, and with our help build a
successful company.
Bookkeeping (Sage Computerised)
VAT Returns
Management Accounts
Spread Sheet Analysis
Collection and Drop Off Service/
Remote Access
Friendly and Reliable
Why not give us a call and arrange for a free
no obligation consultation?

GARRETTS

Hardwood Logs
Softwood Logs
Cut to size for wood burners or fireplaces
Sold by the trailer load
Call Ben on 01743 884403

OAKLEAF JOINERY
Roy Maddox
Building and Joinery Services
Unit 6 Leighton Centre
Tel: 01938 553748

Paddock Electrical Ltd
Family run business established 15 years
Testing and Inspection
Portable Appliance Testing
Full Electrical Installations
Emergency Lighting
Solar Panel Installation
Fire Alarms
plus lots more….
The Fron, Middletown
Tel: Welshpool 01938 555521
Newtown 01686 626282
enquiries@paddockelectrical.co.uk
www.paddockelectrical.co.uk

LTD

Keeping Books for over 30 Years.
IAB Registered.
Tel: 01938 580533 or Mobile: 07889 666906
e-mail: garretts4.mail@tiscali.co.uk

ANDREW THOMAS
Agricultural Contracting and
Septic Tank Emptying
Tel: 01938 553219

Beauty By Amanda
ULTIMATE Non-Surgical Face-Lift
Massages * Tanning * Manicures
*Hair Removal
Tel: 01938 580002 or 07950 385215
For an appointment or consultation.
e-mail:amandaspencer@sky.com
for regular special offers.

SARAH EVANS
PROPERTY SERVICES
OFFERING RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
LANDLORDS A PERSONAL AND
PROFESSIONAL MANAGEMENT SERVICE

Also available: Pamper Parties.
Consultant for vie@home.

Leighton Gardening Services
For
Lawn-mowing, cultivating,
long-reach hedge cutting,
patio cleaning,
fencing and any other gardening needs.
Contact:

01938 570241

Mobile

07813720080

Full rent collection service, including monthly
invoicing and collection of rent, and monthly
statement for Landlords. Rent Reviews and
Tenancy/Lease Renewals, Tenant Finding Service
including professional referencing, preparation of
AST Agreements, collection of deposit and
registration with approved scheme,
Periodic inspections of property and arranging
Landlord Gas Safety Certificate if applicable, and
advice on compliance with other Health and Safety
legislation.

SARAH EVANS BSc(Hons) MRICS

t: 07989 175441
e: sarahevans.ps@btinternet.com
a: Garden House, Leighton. SY21 8LW

N J EVANS & SON
Your Local Established Central Heating Specialists In Welshpool

OIL, GAS OR LPG
Now is the Time to Book Your Central Heating Service with Us
Special Discounts For Leighton Residents
Recommend a Friend and Claim Extra Discount
Planned Annual Maintenance on Oil, Gas & LPG Central Heating Boilers
With 24 Hour Breakdown Cover
WE OFFER FREE QUOTATIONS ON THE NEW EFFICIENT CENTRAL HEATING BOILERS
WITH A FIVE YEAR WARRANTY
NOW IS A GOOD TIME TO ACT AND SAVE MONEY ON FUEL COSTS
ESTABLISHED FOR OVER 40 YEARS

Visit Our Showroom at 1 & 2 Jehu Road, Welshpool
(Open 5 Days a Week)

01938 552976

