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This month’s sponsors of The Leighton News are

PADDOCK ELECTRICAL LTD.
We thank them for their generous support
As a relative newcomer to the village (sixth year and counting) I
am delighted to be offered the chance to co-edit The Leighton
News with Jenny. I still feel privileged to live in such a lovely
place, to have made so many good friends, and to have been included in so many of the events that make up village life. Putting
together this newsletter every other month will, I hope, allow me
to learn more about Leighton and its surroundings, and to share
some of the discoveries with others who are learning to love the
place.
To this end, I have been looking recently at the archive of old local newspapers held at Newtown Library, including the Newtown
and Welshpool Express dating back as far as 1869, and, of
course, the County Times in more recent years. Leighton has always been a quiet place, so it will come as no surprise that it
rarely features as front-page news, but I have managed to dig out
a few interesting nuggets, which we will feature in coming
months, starting with the mystery of the village cannon in this issue. Information about the hidden treasures of the village, perhaps familiar to long-term Leightonians but largely unknown to
more recent residents, will also figure in future editions, and I
would welcome the opportunity to include any old photographs
readers may have showing the life of the village and the estate in
years gone by.
As well as looking back, though, we shall be looking forward as
the village embarks upon an exciting—and challenging—series
of changes and developments which will affect us all. Let us
know your views, your memories, your plans and your achievements. That’s what The Leighton News is for.
Allan Smith

The deadline for copy for next month’s Leighton News is October 25th.
Contact:
Jenny Saunders on 01938 559562(dandj.sanders@btinternet.com)
or
Allan Smith on 01938 553598 (allanedenlea@aol.com)

CHURCH SERVICES

FOR OCTOBER 2012

Leighton

Trelystan

Sunday
October 7th

9.30am
Holy Communion

3pm
Family Service

Sunday
October 14th

11.15am
Harvest Thanksgiving

3pm
Holy Communion

Sunday
October 21st

6.30pm
Evensong
Looking ahead….
Friday 2nd November at Leighton Holy Trinity

7.30pm

Sidesmen:

Flowers and Brass
Cleaning

Service for Those We Have Loved and Lost

October

T. and J. and A.and E.Walton

November

A.Walton and J.W.Evans

October

K.Humphreys and I.Beech

ALL SAINTS CHURCH, BUTTINGTON
Serving the communities of Buttington
Trewern and Hope
All Sunday services start at 10am unless
otherwise indicated.

A Message From Our Sponsors








Solar PV
Portable Appliance Testing
Fire Alarms including Installations and Repairs
Installations and Rewires
Emergency Lighting
Electrical Condition Reports
Advice on Energy Savings Provided

Paddock Electrical Limited was established in 1992. We are a family run business
providing a complete range of electrical services to meet your home or business needs,
throughout Powys and Shropshire.
Our electricians are fully trained to the industry standards. We pride ourselves on
offering a service which offers solutions which are both safe and compliant with the
current edition of the BS7671 wiring regulations. Our work is completed promptly, on
time and out of hours if necessary.
All our work is guaranteed—your satisfaction is our reputation.
Our Aims:

Immediate response to all enquiries

To provide cost effective solutions to meet your requirements

A fast efficient hassle free service
We offer services right through from the initial estimating/tendering process to the
design and installation, certification and maintenance of your installation. We are
actively involved in the following business sectors:

Commercial

Industrial
Electrical Condition Reports

Domestic
(Landlord Certificates)

Retail

Residential

Education
The landlord and tenant Act ‘95 requires landlords of properties

Charities/Trust Organisations To keep electrical installations in repair and proper working order.

2012 marks a special occasion for
Paddock Electrical as we celebrate our
20th year in business


For tenanted properties

At each change of occupancy

At least every five years on a tenanted property

Prior to selling a property

Buying a previously occupied property
If you think any of these apply to you we will gladly give you
further advice.
Remember…
...A landlord is legally obliged to provide a safe habitable environment for his/her tenants. Therefore, the landlords should have an
“Electrical Installation Certificate” or a valid “Electrical Condition
Report”.

Welshpool 01938 555521
Newtown 01686 626282
enquiries@paddockelectrical.co.uk
www.paddockelectrical.co.uk

SCHOOL REPORT
Happy New (School) Year!
One of my favourite hymns is one the children have been singing in school recently, and it
ends with the phrase, “To say a great big Thank You, I mustn’t forget.” In our school we
have so much to be thankful for!
First of all I’d like to thank all the parents, helpers, friends of the school and governors for all
they do, and all they are continuing to do to help the smooth running of the school. We’ve
had a bit of a change of personnel recently on the committee of the FoLS, so I’d especially
like to say thanks to Lisa Roberts and Jackie Curry, our outgoing Vice-Chair and Treasurer,
and welcome Becky Smith and Vicky Lewis. Of course, every parent at the school is automatically a member of FoLS, and if you’re reading this and you’re NOT a parent at the
school your contributions, ideas and efforts are still more than welcome!
Summer seems a distant memory to us all now, and preparations for such Autumnal events
as our Harvest Service are well under way. This year we will once again be holding the service in Leighton Village Hall in order to sing, shout and generally celebrate harvest-time.
This year’s event will be on Friday 5th October at 2.15pm, and as usual we’d like to invite
parents, grandparents, friends and relatives along to join in. Well be asking the children to
bring in contributions of cakes and preserves, and these will be sold afterwards to raise
funds for Hope House and the Air Ambulance.
In July our Area Sports event was rained off (which should have given us a hint as to what
the summer holidays were going to be like!) so we will be re-arranging it. Once again all our
juniors will take part, not just the keen runners and throwers! We always stress to the children that taking part and enjoying the event is the most important thing, and that winning is a
bonus. One HUGE bonus we had this month was from our rugby team. We’d gone along to
the C.O.B.R.A. Tournament in Meifod expecting to just enjoy the day. This annual tournament now attracts almost 35 teams, so well in excess of 300 children were there. Well, we
DID enjoy the day, and we actually came away with the trophy for first place! I was speechless, and it’s not often that THAT happens!
Anyone who wasn’t holidaying on Mars will have noticed the Olympics going on, and a number of our children benefited from complimentary tickets to some of the events, courtesy of
the Get Set Network. The children had a fantastic time, and it was a wonderful chance to be
part of a worldwide event celebrating endeavour and achievement.
The Tour of Britain once again had a section starting from Welshpool, with the race itself
starting in Leighton. The children thoroughly enjoyed going down to the start to cheer on heroes such as Mark Cavendish and Luke Rowe, and it was great to see them dressed up in
cycling fancy dress.
A very short list of dates is as follows:
5th Oct – 2.15pm – Harvest Service, Leighton Village Hall
29th Oct – 2nd Nov – Half Term
th
14 Nov – Parents’ Consultation Evening
We’ll let you know of any additional dates as soon as they become available
It was lovely to welcome the children back from their holidays – I do hope you’re all not missing them TOO much at home!
Graeme Mulvey

LOWER LEIGHTON FARM EXPANSION
From Mrs Maureen Marriott , 7 Redwood Close. Leighton.
Last March I was able to persuade Russell George A.M. to come to Leighton School and Village Hall to hear and see why we object to 1000 milking cows in sheds next to our School
and village hall. Also he could see how near are many houses and the Church. Many of us
felt we had been excluded from the County Council meeting last November. Russell George
is Shadow Minister for Environment and Sustainable Development.
Now we know there is to be a further enquiry I have asked Mr Mulvey if we could reprint his
brilliant letter he wrote to the Minister and Russell George so that you can then see the reasons to support him, the School and Village Hall . Perhaps we could organise a petition, as
thankfully we have another chance to object. The letter from Mr Mulvey now follows .
Russell George AM
13 Parkers Lane
Newtown
Powys
SY16 2L

27TH April 2012

Dear Mr George,
Following our recent meeting regarding the proposed expansion of Lower Leighton
Farm, I should like to make the position of the school staff and governors clear.
Most of the children currently attending Leighton School do not live in Leighton, in
fact very few of them do. Parents actually choose to bring their children to Leighton
rather than other, closer schools. Many of our children reside in Welshpool and their
parents bring them to us because we are a small, rural primary school. We have a
dedicated and hard-working staff and we were described on our most recent Estyn
inspection as “…a good school with an innovative curriculum.”
If the development of Lower Leighton Farm is allowed, then Leighton will no longer
appear to be a small rural school. It will appear to be a small school very much overshadowed by a gigantic industrial development. While the staff and the curriculum will
remain as good as they have always been, parents’ perceptions of the school will be
radically altered. This applies especially to new or prospective parents, who have not
yet had a chance to find out how good we are.
Our school roll will fall. Of this there can be no doubt. Parents will move their children
away, and prospective parents will send their children to other schools. Since the
school is already running on a licensed budget, any drop in the roll will cause the loss
of a class. This will accelerate the exodus from the school, since parents will not want
their children taught in classes with more than two year groups. This is not idle
speculation; we know this from meetings with parents at the end of the last academic
year, when the prospect of losing a class was a very real possibility.
This then becomes a downward spiral. The school roll falls and the school loses staff,
so the school roll continues to fall. Eventually the school will become so small that the
Local Authority will be forced to close it.

The school currently employs one head teacher and five other teachers, three teaching assistants, one clerical assistant, a cook and her assistant a cleaner and three
lunchtime supervisors, as well as providing employment to a number of peripatetic
music teachers. In terms of jobs alone I feel we would be looking at the certain loss
of sixteen full and part-time jobs, to say nothing of the devastating effect caused by
ripping the heart out of the community of Leighton. All of this would be caused by the
expansion of Lower Leighton Farm.
We are aware that there is currently no legislation in the UK governing the siting of
so-called superdairies, but in countries around the world that do have such legislation, a development like this would not be considered within many miles of a school.
I hope that you will be able to make our views known in the appropriate circles, and I
look forward to hearing from you soon,
Thank you.
Graeme Mulvey
cc: John Griffiths, AM

Update on Lower Leighton Farm Planning Application
Many of you may have received a Planning Inspectorate letter from Hefin
Jones dated 3 September 2012.
Campaign Against Leighton Farm expansion (CALFe ) met recently to discuss
our next moves after receiving this. We have until 29 October to write
reiterating our objections to the farm expansion. These will be based on the
three points in Hefin Jones' letter.
We will also request representation at the pre-inquiry meeting. As detailed in
the letter, members of the public are able to write with their
own concerns and objections.
We are also looking into the costs of employing a legal
professional to represent us.
Therefore we are now asking for ‘pledges’ of money so that we can raise a
fighting fund to pay for these services, if and when needed.
If you feel you could pledge any money (however small), please contact
Geoff Vine on 01938 580501 or Roger Clegg on 01938 556331.
Many thanks for all your support on behalf of CALFe
www.support-calfe.org.uk

Any offers of a pudding or salad or quiche very welcome.
Please let Elizabeth know on 555458.

THE EASTERN PACT
We noted last month that both Swaton and Leighton (rhyming of course!) have village halls, yours being the grander. Indeed, the Swaton village hall is known as ‘the hut’. However, it is put to good use
by the usual village clubs. But on Friday evening it becomes the venue for the Swaton Swiggers where
like minded people may enjoy company in a licensed bar providing drinks at far below pub prices. On
the following morning, we have the village market where, not only may you buy local produce, bread
and cakes, but have breakfast whilst chatting or reading a weekend newspaper fetched by a volunteer
from the next village which does have a shop.
This comradely attitude also extends beyond the village. We have noted the similarity of our villages
but this might be extended to comparing a local village, Helpringham, to Chirbury although our next
larger habitation centre, Heckington, whilst having a number of shops can hardly be compared with
Welshpool. All three villages are in the same group of parishes together with another five, giving the
vicar eight in total. At some time in the past it was decided to form a church choir. This works well as
the choir is drawn from various parishes and performs at any of the eight churches. This it does for
special services such as harvest and for the churches celebrating Holy Communion.
It has been suggested that this group cooperation might be extended to bell ringing but we will leave
this aspect for a future date; I know that at least Jenny, Jean, David, Andrew and Tony will be interested!
Mike Kempster

Holy Trinity, Leighton

Churchyard
Clean-Up Morning
9.30 a.m.
Saturday 5th October
Please spare half an hour to
keep the churchyard looking
at its best.
Contact Tinty on 552197
DONATIONS TO
THE LEIGHTON NEWS
This month we are very grateful to Sue
and Nigel Andrew (formerly of Woodbank, Leighton) and to John Roberts,
for their very kind and much
appreciated donations to
The Leighton News. If you wish to
contribute in this way please send
donations to the
Treasurer, Tanya Allison, at
Oak Villa, Leighton, Welshpool, Powys
SY21 8HL,
or give them to either of the editors and
we will make sure they are passed on to
her.

Puddings and Pamper Evening
Saturday 20th October 2012
Buttington and Trewern
Community Centre
6.30pm – 9.30pm
Tickets £5.00 including homemade
pudding and glass of wine / soft drink
Come along to chat, relax
and be pampered
Proceeds to Buttington Church and Cefn
Chapel
Contact: Jane Tibbott 01938 570679
Ruth Kenyon 01686 669727

Leighton’s Hidden Treasures
In 1931, the Leighton Hall
Estate came on to the market.
In all, land and farms and
houses covering over 4000
acres were offered for sale.
Many people in Leighton still
own copies of the original
sales particulars, from which
these photographs are taken.
For more recent residents,
they give us a glimpse of
another world…..

The West Front of Leighton Hall

The bronze statue
of Icarus falling
headlong into the
Lake is now held
at the Council
Offices at
Neuadd Maldwyn

The East Front, showing the statue of Icarus falling into the lake

This Library Table, seen in the photograph
of the Salon, was designed by
A.W.N. Pugin and manufactured by
J.G. Crace in 1853. It has since sold at
auction, reputedly for more than the Hall
itself cost in 1931.

The Salon

The heraldic lion
and Naylor
coat-of-arms on the
entrance arch.

The Drawing Room at Leighton Hall

This English Oak sideboard
from the Dining Room was
auctioned by Sotheby’s in
2006 with an estimated sales
value of between £20,000
and £30,000.
Many of the paintings and
sculptures from the Hall can
now be seen at the
Walker Art Gallery
in Liverpool.

The Dining Room

The Main Entrance Gateway

Now that the Hall is a
private home again, the
magnificent gateway arch
on the Forden Road is the
most visible part of the
estate.

Thanks to John Markwick for allowing us to use his copy of the original sales particulars.
In a future edition, we will look at some of the estate buildings—maybe even your own
home.

HAVE YOUR SAY
If you feel strongly about issues affecting life in Leighton, why not share your feelings here?

secret agenda ?
The recent questionnaire sent out by Rural Housing Enabler, Henk Jan Kuipers, may
have seemed innocuous enough, but is that really the case?
One might also question as to whether we really need a Rural Housing Enabler, or is it
yet another of those non-jobs that cost council tax payers money for the council to find
out what they should already know?
However, on the assumption that we do need someone to do this, what really concerns
me, and perhaps the other 60% of folks who did not return the forms, is the use to
which this information will be put.
The questions that should have been particularly worrying to senior citizens were those
with regard to the size of house and number of occupants. Why do the council need to
know if there are just one or two older people living in a large house? Doubtless they
will tell us that it’s all about planning local services for the elderly but the truth, I suspect, is somewhat different.
It has been suggested by some politicians that those living in houses that are too large
for them, which is particularly applicable to older people whose families have flown the
nest, should be encouraged to move to smaller accommodation.
It’s the word encouraged that worries me because of what it might imply. If all it means
is suggesting to them that it might be in their interest to downsize then I have no problem with that. There have however been discussions by some local authorities on the
possibility of increasing council tax on under-occupied properties.
The real problem is overpopulation but it’s a subject politicians appear not to want to
discuss as is witnessed by the debate in parliament on 6th September 2012. A petition
had been signed by over 100,000 people thus triggering the parliamentary debate. Only
30 or so MPs attended but a motion was passed calling upon the government to take
steps to keep the UK population below the 70 million predicted. The Home Secretary,
Teresa May, rejected the idea of the government controlling the size of the population.
I wonder what our own MP, Glyn Davies, had to say on the subject?
Perhaps the fact that so few MPs took the trouble to attend the debate proves what the
distinguished naturalist, Sir David Attenborough, said in his 2011 speech on the subject
at the Royal Society of Arts.
In his lecture, chaired by HRH the Duke of Edinburgh, Attenborough predicted that
overpopulation would lead to a global catastrophe because of climate change and that
urgent action was needed. He went on to say that MPs were simply not prepared to
discuss the matter; something which, judging by the numbers who attended, the recent
debate in parliament appears to bear out.
For those who wish to see a video of Sir David’s lecture it can be found at: - http://www.
thersa.org/events/video/vision-videos/sir-david-attenborough
If you want to know more on the subject have a look at the website of “Population Matters” (http://www. populationmatters.org/) which takes seriously the question of overpopulation and the disastrous effects it is having?

Ian Corke

What an Achievement!
Recently there have been several successful
graduates from Leighton who have made
their families (especially their grandparents)
very proud.
In the Millennium Building on 10th July
Cardiff Metropolitan University held their
Awards Ceremony 2012 and three graduates
from Leighton received their awards. Catrin
Tibbott (Roma's granddaughter) received
her BA (Hons) in Education Studies and
Welsh, Oliver Davies (Val & Brian Jones's
grandson) received his BA (Hons) in
Product Design and Kirsty Wilcox (daughter
of Jenny & Tony) passed her PGCE
(Secondary) in English.
Phil and Barb Mills had a double celebration
in their family with their granddaughter
Nicky Pugh celebrating gaining her degree
alongside their daughter Alison who gained
her Masters degree. Ali is continuing her
teaching career by taking up a post on the
Isle of Sark (with its golden postbox) and
we wish her every success on the island that
has no cars on the roads just bikes and
horses and Ali has both!
Teresa Jenkins was a very proud grandmother at the recent graduation ceremony at
Liverpool University when her granddaughter Kathryn gained her First Class (Hons)
BSc in Geology.

WELCOME to
Charlie Smith and her son Harrison,
who moved into Leighton recently.
On 28th September, Paul and Carol
Harris held a Coffee Morning at
Pentre House in aid of
Macmillan Cancer Support. Thanks to
all who attended and helped to make
the morning a success.

The Newtown and
Welshpool Express
And Mid-Wales
General Advertiser
On November 2nd, 1869, a wedding at
Lower Leighton Farm was reported.
In the account of the celebrations, the
following sentence appears:

“The beautiful bells of Holy
Trinity were set a-ringing,
and the village cannon being
expertly used by Mr.E.Jones,
combined with the most
vociferous cheering of the
crowd….”
What a send-off!
Was this the original shotgun wedding?
But what happened to the “village cannon”?
Was it one of the many cannon brought
back from the Crimean War?
Why did the village need a cannon?
For self defence against the English?
The townsfolk across the river?
Marauders from Forden?
And where is it now?
Perhaps our readers can help?

On December 14th of the same year, the
following testimony to the good life in
Leighton appeared:

“We are informed that in this
neighbourhood there are
upwards of thirty persons
whose ages range between 80
and 100, and one more
venerable than the rest has
reached his 102nd year.”
The average life expectancy in the
19th century was 48.

Face to Face: in conversation with Gus Fergusson
We hope this article will be the first of many featuring local residents.
So, if you want to bare all, please get in touch with Gus on 558007.
Councillor Linda Corfield has kindly agreed to be the first
to be interviewed by Gus for The Leighton News.
Linda is our representative on Powys County Council and is now in her
second term. She is a partner in the family Dairy Farm at Ackley Farm,
Forden, along with her husband and son. Her daughter and son-in-law
are also dairy farmers producing organic milk, farming near Chirbury. Two grandsons and
one granddaughter complete the family scene. Linda relaxes with time spent establishing
the garden surrounding the house which she and her husband moved into almost 3 years
ago, overlooking the fabulous Shropshire hills.
Everything looks idyllic. Little wonder that Linda and her husband celebrate their Ruby Wedding this year!
Complexities of council business were overcome to some extent by having worked for 12
years in Powys County Council’s Environmental Health (Public Protection) department and
prior to the 1996 Local Government re-organisation the Treasurer’s department of the old
Montgomeryshire District Council. With PCC’s new scrutiny committee system now in
place, one of the committees Linda is involved with is the People Committee, which deals
with Social Services issues as well as a host of others. Serving on the Forden, Leighton &
Trelystan community council provides an informed knowledge of local issues.
As the second County Councillor since the retirement of Fred Owens she was first returned
unopposed. This year’s election was a different matter with a closely run contest with the
Conservative party nomination. With the majority of seats within the County at this election
being contested, Linda feels this is good for democracy and a step in the right direction.
Not so healthy perhaps was the introduction of national party politics into Local Government, something foisted on Local Government by Central Government. However, the majority of Powys County Councillors are actually Independent councillors organised into two
groups.
There is a feeling in Mid Wales that we are often an after thought in political considerations
in Cardiff. With Powys only amounting to some 5% of Wales‘ population, maybe this is the
price we have to pay for the benefit of enjoying our magnificent landscape. That said, it
doesn’t mean to say there aren’t significant challenges ahead, with an ever increasing ageing population, unemployment, education demands, and significant health service reorganization. Maybe we should find some comfort in the fact that our councillor intends to major
on the “People Issues”.
On education Linda sees potential problems with the current GCSE/ Baccalaureate debacle. To have different systems between Wales and England is bound to bring problems for
young people in the job market in years to come, and more uncertainty in the minds of
employers.
On renewable energy our councilor has a very distinct idea that wind farms should not be
allowed to destroy the outstanding landscape of Powys, with other renewable energy
options being given more consideration, such as solar, hydro etc.
Contact with Linda can be made by e-mail cllr.linda.corfield@powys.gov.uk
or phone: 01938 580725

Gus Fergusson

Congratulations!
To Carol Harris, who launched her new book in mid-September. Carol has written
a number of books on various topics, including business books,
pig-keeping and weight management.
The new book is the first in a series of books for children. It's on ecology and uses
animal characters to present lots of important issues facing the world deforestation, bio-engineering, renewable energy and more.
Bill Oddie has written a foreword and it's endorsed by David Bellamy.
£1 from the sale of each book is going to the Bumblebee Conservation Trust.
There's a website for the book: http://www.chickalloon.co.uk/ and there may still be
a launch offer available on that site - check it out for lots of freebies.
And there are some really nice reviews of the book on Amazon.
You can either order from Amazon or from Carol and Paul direct - phone them on
01938 553430 if you would like a copy - they will make lovely Christmas presents
for children aged around seven to eleven.

SOMETHING TO DO ON A RAINY DAY
A QUIZ TRAIL
Leighton Church is pleased to announce that it now
has an indoor Quiz Trail designed for accompanied
children aged 8 and upwards.
It is fun and educational, and also will appeal to adults
who want to discover more about the architecture and
history of this Church.
The trail is on cream coloured sheets and will be found in the
NADFAS stand inside the church, alongside the white
answer/explanation sheets.
Groups or schools should phone in advance to ensure that
there are enough copies available ( 01938 555043).
Many other churches have similar Quiz Trails designed by the
National Association of Decorative and Fine Arts Societies (NADFAS),
but this is the first one in Wales.

Flower Arranging
Chris Walton will hold a day school on
Saturday 15th December, in Leighton
Village Hall from 10am. until 4pm.
Participants will learn to make a Welcome Ring
(or Christmas Wreath) during the morning and
a table decoration during the afternoon.
Please bring your own lunch.
The more the merrier (and cheaper!).
For more details please contact

Chris Walton on 552833.

Natrix Natrix
(The British Grass Snake)
As children, saving our pocket money of 6d a week (less than half of 6p ) was a rewarding
challenge. After a month, two shillings could buy a wealth of desirables. My youngest
brother once squirrelled away all his pocket money for weeks on end telling us he was saving up for a snake. I was horrified at the time but, as many of his Just William- type threats
came to nothing, I soon dismissed the idea. Then, one day after school and a clandestine trip
to the pet shop, he
arrived home with a
small cardboard box
containing Blitzen, a
young, smartly coloured and bright-eyed
little grass snake.
I forgot my fears as he
seemed to love being
handled, didn't bite, poison the cat, constrict
any of us to death and
wasn't in the least bit
slimy.
Blitzen lived with us
for some considerable
time until he made a
lightning dash for
freedom under the
garden fence. From that
day, more than fifty
years ago, I don't think I
have seen another grass snake, not until I came to live at The Tank here in Leighton. What a
wonderfully ideal habitat for these creatures that are beautiful, harmless and extremely
elusive.
During one very hot day this summer, I crossed the wood-yard where a sandy path runs
beside a bracken-filled hollow and there, sunning itself in the open, was a large, dark green
grass snake. At least three foot long, it was probably a mature adult female. As I
approached, it slid quickly out of sight, silently, gracefully, with minimum effort.
I turned a corner where large planks and offcuts were lying to one side and,
unbelievably, across one such expanse of warm redwood, was a second grass snake: two in
the space of five minutes. This one, also three to four feet long, was a light golden-green
colour, and was gone in the blink of an eye.
I have seen two other fully grown grass snakes in the area recently. One was crossing the
road and I stopped the car, both to ensure its safety and to watch that fascinating muscular
movement, and the other, typically, in an open space on the edge of woodland "basking" for
thermo-regulation to warm its blood.
As children, my brothers and I never knew that Blitzen had the potential to grow to a
possible maximum 6 feet, being Britain's largest terrestrial reptile and, with his sharply
defined brilliant markings we didn't know that adults ranged in colour from all black to
green to gold to all white. He was a much loved, though cold-hearted, unresponsive,
totally untrainable, family pet who "ran" away as soon as he could, without a backward
glance.
It is interesting to know that in 2007 the grass snake was included in the updated "UK
Biodiversity Action Plan" as a species in need of conservation and greater protection.
I still admire the grass snake and am delighted to have seen several near to home this
summer but, as far as family pets go, these days I favour Jack Russells.

Kathy Twist, 2 Tank Cottage, Leighton

LEIGHTON DIRECTORY
Severn Valley Maintenance
& Repair
Handyman Services
Adrian Bird
2 The Pentre, Leighton
Welshpool SY21 8HW
01938 552881 / 07828 888051

Cookson’s of Welshpool

Sharon Wainwright AAT
Accounts, Book-keeping and
Secretarial Services
Computerised Accounts
inc. Sage Office Administration
Tel: 07866253377
e-mail: sharonwainwright@btconnect.com

GROUP TRAVEL for ALL OCCASIONS
49 seat Executive Coaches
21, 35, 53 and 57 seat Standard Coaches
14 and 16 seat Minibuses
Day Trips and Excursions
Contact MIKE or CHRIS
on 01938 553465
HOPE LANE, WELSHPOOL, POWYS

KINGSWOOD FRAMES
& MIRRORS
Framers, Carvers, Gilders, Restorers
Tim Haysell
Unit 2, Offa’s Dyke Business Park
Tel 01938 554985 Fax 01938 554901

Chameleon Hair Studio
Broad Street, Montgomery
Specialising in foil colouring, plus all other
hairdressing requirements.
Now stockists of the vibrant and fun
Jackie Brazil Jewellery

Phone: 01686 668286
(closed Mondays)

THE
Best Western
ROYAL OAK HOTEL
Welshpool
24 Ensuite Bedrooms
Acorn Restaurant
Open Daily from 7.30 a.m. for Breakfast,
Morning Coffee & Light Snacks

*

*
*
*
*
*
*

GAS SAFE & OFTEC Registered
Fully Trained, Registered and
CRB Checked Staff
Free Quotation and Advice
Installation, Service and Repair
From a Tap Washer to a Complete
Plumbing / Heating Installation
24 Hour Emergency Call Out
Available To Our Customers
Fully Insured

Call Your Local Plumbers on
01938 580113 or 07800 552026

Hot & Cold Food Served
12-12.30 p.m. & 6.30-9.00 p.m.
Lunches & Dinners
Sunday Lunches, Traditional Roasts
Oak & Ostler Bars
General Manager
Neil Benbow
01938 552217

AG CLEANING SERVICES

Peter Whale

01938 556761 / 07969 714056

Decorating Contractor
Quality Workmanship

New Build Clean—Private Clean
Quotes Given
High Standard of Work
No job too big nor too small
Flexible and Friendly Service

For your free estimate
Tel: 01938 570540
Mobile: 07870 274228

FIREWOOD
Gerry Hill & John Nunn
Brooklyn Kennels and Cattery
Tel: 01938 580346
info@brooklyn-kennels-cattery.co.uk

GARRETTS

LTD

BOOKKEEPING SOLUTIONS
THE COMPLETE SERVICE
FOR THE
SMALL BUSINESS
We aim to provide a friendly, efficient, cost
effective bookkeeping service for small to
medium size businesses. Our services enable
you to concentrate on what you do best, run
your business, and with our help build a
successful company.
Bookkeeping (Sage Computerised)
VAT Returns
Management Accounts
Spread Sheet Analysis
Collection and Drop Off Service/
Remote Access
Friendly and Reliable
Why not give us a call and arrange for a free
no obligation consultation?

GARRETTS

Hardwood Logs
Softwood Logs
Cut to size for wood burners or fireplaces
Sold by the trailer load
Call Ben on 01743 884403

OAKLEAF JOINERY
Roy Maddox
Building and Joinery Services
Unit 6 Leighton Centre
Tel: 01938 553748

Paddock Electrical Ltd
Family run business established 15 years
Testing and Inspection
Portable Appliance Testing
Full Electrical Installations
Emergency Lighting
Solar Panel Installation
Fire Alarms
plus lots more….
The Fron, Middletown
Tel: Welshpool 01938 555521
Newtown 01686 626282
enquiries@paddockelectrical.co.uk
www.paddockelectrical.co.uk

LTD

Keeping Books for over 30 Years.
IAB Registered.
Tel: 01938 580533 or Mobile: 07889 666906
e-mail: garretts4.mail@tiscali.co.uk

ANDREW THOMAS
Agricultural Contracting and
Septic Tank Emptying
Tel: 01938 553219

Beauty By Amanda
ULTIMATE Non-Surgical Face-Lift
Massages * Tanning * Manicures
*Hair Removal
Tel: 01938 580002 or 07950 385215
For an appointment or consultation.
e-mail:amandaspencer@sky.com
for regular special offers.

SARAH EVANS
PROPERTY SERVICES
OFFERING RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
LANDLORDS A PERSONAL AND
PROFESSIONAL MANAGEMENT SERVICE

Also available: Pamper Parties.
Consultant for vie@home.

Leighton Gardening Services
For
Lawn-mowing, cultivating,
long-reach hedge cutting,
patio cleaning,
fencing and any other gardening needs.
Contact:

01938 570241

Mobile

07813720080

Full rent collection service, including monthly
invoicing and collection of rent, and monthly
statement for Landlords. Rent Reviews and
Tenancy/Lease Renewals, Tenant Finding Service
including professional referencing, preparation of
AST Agreements, collection of deposit and
registration with approved scheme,
Periodic inspections of property and arranging
Landlord Gas Safety Certificate if applicable, and
advice on compliance with other Health and Safety
legislation.

SARAH EVANS BSc(Hons) MRICS

t: 07989 175441
e: sarahevans.ps@btinternet.com
a: Garden House, Leighton. SY21 8LW

N J EVANS & SON
Your Local Established Central Heating Specialists In Welshpool

OIL, GAS OR LPG
Now is the Time to Book Your Central Heating Service with Us
Special Discounts For Leighton Residents
Recommend a Friend and Claim Extra Discount
Planned Annual Maintenance on Oil, Gas & LPG Central Heating Boilers
With 24 Hour Breakdown Cover
WE OFFER FREE QUOTATIONS ON THE NEW EFFICIENT CENTRAL HEATING BOILERS
WITH A FIVE YEAR WARRANTY
NOW IS A GOOD TIME TO ACT AND SAVE MONEY ON FUEL COSTS
ESTABLISHED FOR OVER 40 YEARS

Visit Our Showroom at 1 & 2 Jehu Road, Welshpool
(Open 5 Days a Week)

01938 552976

