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This month’s sponsor of The Leighton News is

ALEXANDERS OF WELSHPOOL
We thank them for their generous support
Last year, the daffodils were already flowering in February, and by the
beginning of April were virtually gone. What a contrast this year! But the cold
Spring and the seemingly never-ending east wind have stored up a late bonus
for us. As we enter May, the daffodils are still in their full glory, and combine
with the sunshine, when it comes, to make the village and its gardens glow with
new growth.
The unseasonal spirit continued in April with the village pantomime, which had
unaccountably strayed from the Christmas season, by-passed Easter and ended
up welcoming in the
Summer. Still, better
late than never. It was
good to hear the
Village Hall rocking
with laughter as
everyone came
together for the good
of the community.
Something tells me this
will not be the last
pantomime to be seen
in Leighton. If you
feel the lure of the
stage but missed the
boat this year, keep an
eye on the Leighton
News in future months,
and your chance for stardom may come. There is a lot of talent in this small
village, just waiting to be discovered.
Ian Corke’s piece in this month’s Leighton News is a timely reminder that,
even after all the threats faced by the village and the surrounding area which
have preoccupied us all for the past three years, our wonderful historic and
scenic heritage needs continued vigilance to keep it safe. Why not air your own
views on the matter for next month’s edition?
The deadline for June’s Leighton News will be Thursday 30th May
Contact:
Allan Smith on 01938 553598 (allansmith748@gmail.com)
Or
Jenny Sanders on 01938 559562 (dandjsanders@btinternet.com)

Church

Services

CHURCH SERVICES FOR MAY 2013

SUNDAY 5th MAY
(Sixth Sunday of Easter)
9.30 a.m. HOLY COMMUNION at Leighton
3.00 p.m. FAMILY SERVICE at Trelystan

THURSDAY 9th MAY
(Ascension Day)
7.30 a.m. HOLY COMMUNION at Chirbury

SUNDAY 12th MAY
(7th Sunday of Easter)
11.15 a.m. FAMILY SERVICE with HOLY BAPTISM at Leighton
3.00 p.m. HOLY COMMUNION at Trelystan

SUNDAY 19th MAY
(Pentecost)
11.15 a.m. HOLY COMMUNION at Chirbury
6.30 p.m. EVENSONG at Leighton

SUNDAY 26th MAY
(Trinity Sunday)
11.00 a.m. Holy Communion at Chirbury

A Word from Our Sponsors

ALEXANDERS
OF WELSHPOOL
29 Broad Street
are happy to support
The Leighton News

One Battle Over but Another Looming
The battle over Lower Leighton Farm is over but we must wait for some time
before knowing the outcome.
As you may know, there are demands for the relaxing of planning laws to promote
economic growth, particularly in the construction industry, despite opposition from
several council planning departments, and others, who fear a rash of unsuitable
developments.
The rationale for loosening controls appears to be that if the economy is in a mess
then cure it by creating a mess somewhere else.
What, you might ask, does this mean for our village?
Further housing expansion in Leighton is already on the agenda of some local
developers as part of the next LDP. The inevitable result will be that what are now
open fields will be built upon.
Interestingly there is no shortage of brown-field sites in the UK which could be built
upon but it is of course more profitable for developers to use green-field sites as
there are no clean-up costs.
A powerful weapon in controlling development is being designated a conservation
area, which the Leighton Hall part of the village already is. The decision is taken by
the local planning authority with the assistance of CADW. There are over 500
conservation areas in Wales. They are designated by local planning authorities for
their special architectural and historic interest.
Whilst conservation status does not stop development it does means special
consideration has to be given to how it will fit in with the built heritage, etc.
Essentially what needs to be done is to prepare a cogent argument for putting
forward to Powys Planning Department, as to why the existing Leighton conservation
area should be widened to take in the whole village. Many of the points argued at the
farm inquiry will equally apply here.
If, like me, you believe our village is worth preserving, as a wider part of the Leighton
Estate, with its grade II* listed church, then please contact me at:i.corke1@btopenworld.com
If anyone has a good name for our group then please let me know. I thought of
LISOC (Leighton in Support of Conservation) and can arrange a website.
Ian Corke
Further to Ian Corke’s article on this page, and in order to stimulate informed
debate, we thought it might be useful to give some indication of what effect the designation of
Leighton Village as a Conservation Area might have. The following page contains details of a
short article which originated in South Oxfordshire, where many villages have been
considering pressing for Conservation Area Status to protect their environment and heritage,
together with information on research carried out by Nationwide into the effect of
Conservation Area Status on housing values.
They explore two sides of the issue, and give useful information.
What do you think? Let us know.

The effects of conservation area status
The main purpose of conservation area designation is to acknowledge the special character of an
area. This influences the way in which the council, as the local planning authority, deals with
planning applications that may affect the area. Within conservation areas, permitted development
rights are restricted. This means that applications for planning permission are required for certain
types of work that would not normally need consent.
The principal way in which the local planning authority tries to influence change in a conservation
area is through the planning process. Certain categories of work need planning
permission when they affect buildings or structures in a conservation area.
Listed below are examples of types of development that require applications for planning permission
or conservation area consent.
Please bear in mind that the list is not exhaustive.
Demolition of all, and in some cases part, of any building or structure.
An extension that extends beyond the side wall of the building.
Any two storey extension.
Cladding any part of the outside of a building with materials such as stone, artificial stone, timber, plastic or tile.
Any enlargement or extension to a roof, such as the addition of a dormer window.
An extension or alteration to any structure within the grounds of a building, if it is to the side
of the house.
The installation of a flue, chimney or soil and vent pipe if it would face a road and is on the side
or front of the building.
Positioning a satellite dish on a wall, roof or chimney that faces a road or public space.
Solar panels on a wall that faces the road.
Tighter controls over advertisements.
Trees within conservation areas with stem diameters of 75mm or greater, measured at 1.5m
above ground are protected. Anyone wishing to work on these trees must normally give six
weeks written notice to the Local Authority. Replacement planting duties may apply.

Uuuuuuuuuuuuuu
A statistical analysis of over 1 million property transactions between 1995 and 2010 was carried out
by the Nationwide building society, and collected data on the characteristics of over 8000 English
conservation areas. This is the first rigorous, large-scale, analysis of the effects of conservation areas
on house prices in England.
They also undertook an assessment of people's perceptions of conservation areas, and how these relate to house prices. This involved a survey of residents in 10 conservation areas in and around London, supplemented by interviews with local planning officers.

What the analysis of house prices found:
People value living in conservation areas.
Houses in conservation areas sell for a premium of 23% on average. A premium of around 9% exists
even after adjusting for other factors that affect house prices such as location and type of property.
This adjusted premium was lower for conservation areas deemed to be "at risk",
being approximately 5%.
Conservation areas have had stronger house price appreciation than other areas.
On average, property prices inside conservation areas have grown at a rate that exceeded comparable
properties elsewhere by 0.2% a year.
Properties closer to the centre of conservation areas sell for more.
The premium for living towards the centre is approximately double that at the edge controlling for
other factors, suggesting that people value being surrounded by a greater density of heritage.
People value living near to conservation areas.
There is also a premium (albeit less) for properties outside conservation areas being more closely
located to a conservation area. This premium is found to decline from the boundary of the areas and
becomes 0 at around 500-700m distance.

LEIGHTON COMMUNITY PANTOMIME

Rachel Tibbott, Catherine Williams
and Karen Davies

Well, many weeks’ work finally came
to fruition at the end of April, when
the cast of “Cinderella” took to the stage
in the Village Hall.

Jenny Knight as
Cinderella

Fergus Stevens as the
irrepressible Buttons

The three performances, on Friday 26th and Saturday 27th April, were a sell-out, and
showed a whole new side to many familiar village residents. Audiences
were surprised by the many and varied talents on show, from the sets to
the costumes, from the acting to the singing,
from the make-up to the dancing.
Ah yes, the dancing…..
Who will ever forget that stunning new
interpretation of Beyonce’s smash hit,
“Single Ladies”, performed with great skill
by Wayne and with great enthusiasm by Robin?
A memory to keep you warm during the dark days
of winter…...
Wayne and Robin strut
their stuff

All the money raised by the pantomime is to
be used towards the purchase of a new sound
system for the Village Hall, to make it more accessible for a wider
range of events in the future. The pantomime was the culmination
of a huge amount of hard work and
enthusiasm on the part of over fifty
villagers, who gave up many hours of
their time over many weeks.
Thanks to everyone involved for
their fantastic efforts.

Emily Chilton and
Emily Willson swelter
as Buttercup the Cow

Need we say more?
Sally Green as a magical
Fairy Godmother

FORDEN TENNIS CLUB
Fancy a fun and social way
to get fit?
Haven’t played for years and
would like to get back into it?
Or always wanted to give it a
try but never had the
opportunity?

New Season

Forden Tennis Club re-started in April with “Club Nights” every Thursday and
Sunday from 7.30 p.m.. Club Membership is just £40 for adults for a year, or £25
for Juniors (under 18 or still in full time education),
or you can pay just £1 on the night.
Lights and balls are provided, you just need a racquet and some enthusiasm!
Do come along and meet some new people, have some fun, and get fit too!
Experience is not necessary, and all ages are welcome.
No need to book, just turn up and play.
If you want more information, feel free to call
Nicky Morris on 01938 554967

We look forward to meeting you.

HAVE YOUR SAY
In Praise of the Leighton Newsletter
On looking up the first edition dated September 1986, the first paragraph reads:
'This is a new free venture that we hope will be a success,
and if things go well we will be bringing out a Sunday
colour supplement and a £1m Bingo game!'
Well, we have not had a colour supplement or £1m Bingo game but the Leighton News has
certainly been a success. In the early years it was a one man band with the help of an army
of deliverers. We now have photocopiers, laptops and email but all these things are
temperamental and have to be manned and of course there are now more pages. We are
lucky to have a monthly edition and are very grateful to the Editors and ALL the people
involved with the production since 1986 - what would we do with £1m anyway!
I have been waiting for 27 years to find out!
A 'poor' Leighton Newsletter Reader
(name and address supplied)

Leighton Indoor Short Mat Bowls Club
The club has concluded a successful
winter season, winning the Dai Bayliss
League Cup once more in the competition played with Forden, Guilsfield and
Llanfechain. The end of season dinner
was held at the Royal Oak in Welshpool
on 5th April and trophies were
presented.
We have just acquired a mat roller for
our three short mats which we can make
good use of next season. We are also
hoping to establish a junior team in the
autumn to play before the regular club
night in the village hall on Thursday
evenings. With this in mind we have
given a few lessons during school time
in the hall to some of the older classes of
Leighton School, who took part with
great enthusiasm.
New members are welcome or just come
along to see what it's all about and have
a go with the club bowls, no special
equipment needed, just some flat shoes.
The club will start again in September, date to be announced in the Leighton News.
FORDEN WITH LEIGHTON AND TRELYSTAN COMMUNITY COUNCIL
MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 25 APRIL in FORDEN
LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN

Correspondence has been received from Powys County Council informing the council that they had
carried out the first sift on Candidate Sites submitted last year and were now in consultation with
Community Councils on the remaining sites in the area. Councillors will meet in early May to discuss
and get their response to PCC by 31 May.
AUDIT

The Financial Accounts, Statements of Accounts and Annual Governance Statements were all approved and seconded and they will now go to external auditors for approval.
PLANNING
P2013 0355

Listed building consent for removal of galvanised steel cow cubicles, removal of dairy pipework and
mangers, removal of stepped floor slabs and formation of new concrete floor to original level, alteration of concrete apron to west of building, removal of steel rails in yard and extension to apron northwards to bottom of cobbled ramp at Building O, Leighton Model Farm.
The AGM will be held on Thursday 30th May at 7 p.m. in FORDEN.
Members of the Public welcome

Congratulations!
To Jenny and Chris of Church Lodge,
who are getting married
on Saturday 4th May.
We wish you every happiness.

FOR SALE

Christian Aid Week - a reminder to all residents

Chair/Single Bed;
TV and Sky Box.
Offers please.
Tel: 07866126072

in Leighton - a door to door collection will take place from 11th
to 18th May. We are always looking for assistance during this
particular week - if you can help in your own area, we would be
most grateful. Please contact Glyn or Dilys Williams - 554108.
Thank you.

Welshpool Choral Society
Members of the Montgomeryshire County Music Festival.
A concert will be held on 11th May at Theatr Hafren, Newtown at 7.30 p.m performing
'Benedicite' (Andrew Carter) and 'Coronation Mass in C Major' (Mozart).
Festival Choir and Orchestra plus Local Children's Choirs.
Conductor: Patrick Larley.
Soloists: Sarah Ann Cromwell (Soprano); Victoria Shone (Contralto);
Christopher Larley (Tenor); Adrian Blakeley (Bass).
Tickets from: Theatr Hafren Box Office - tel: 01686 614555

A message from Tanya:
Thank you to everyone who has
bought Leighton Honey from us. We
have now sold out. We will let our
customers know if we have any
more for sale in the future. Many
thanks.

FOR SALE
Small Pine Dresser
H 6ft W3ft D 19”
£40
Marmet Pram
(garden asset)
£30
Several restored garden benches,
chairs and tables
Ring David on
01938 580352

Face to Face: in conversation with Gus Fergusson
Duncan and Carol Alexander, Parklands, Leighton

Once upon a time there were 6 ironmongers in the
centre of Welshpool. Alexanders’ survival is in no small
way due to Duncan’s inbuilt ability to gauge the market,
and, buy and sell right. If, like me, you have contemplated the phenomenal number of separate lines the
family shop holds you can’t help admire Duncan and his
family’s skill in running a very complex business. Son
Paul’s IT skills help but the final decisions on product
and quantity depend on a lifetime of experience.
It all started with the immigration of a Scottish Grandfather once working in the gardens in Princes
Street, Edinburgh to take up employment as forester to Leighton Estate back around 1900. Father
Bill was born in Brook House. The family moved via Poultry Cottage to Garden House. Here they
lived when Duncan was born.
Today’s shop used to be run by one William Thomas. Duncan describes him as one who knew his
place. Whenever Lady Powys telephoned to order he would automatically raise his trilby! His knowledge of the trade however cannot be denied with him having trained Duncan’s father, Bill, in all the
necessary attributes of a good Ironmonger. In 1958, using borrowed funds, Bill was able to purchase
the business since which time it has gone from strength to strength.
Duncan sees an urgent need to rise to the challenge of today’s market. Paul is successfully developing the “on line” business. Duncan hones his sixth sense by determining what is going to sell next
Christmas when visiting the Harrogate trade fair in the preceding January! Is that humanly possible?
A deal of local colour is provided by Carol’s sister Sue. She’s one who can beat off all comers when
it comes to service with a smile. Another highly valued staff member is Leighton’s Phyllis Bayliss
with 20 years service!
Everything seems right about this enterprise.
As you might imagine spare time is precious. A shop open 6 days a week and Carol working part
time for the Inland Revenue in Telford.(I bet Duncan never puts a foot wrong with his tax returns!)
Nevertheless, time is found for Paul’s and
Claire’s 2 year old son Billy. Especially when mother is working as a children’s nurse in Telford.
Also Carol is a committed member of the Community Council, a flower arranger and sidesperson at
church. In addition to son Paul they have Rent Officer daughter Clare (not to be confused with
daughter in law) married to John Evans who works in engineering at Buttington.
If you walk by Parklands you can also see evidence of their love of gardening. But, if you’re like me
and prefer things man made you will focus on that beautiful Alfa Romeo. This vehicle is an essential
adjunct to what might be described as their greatest love, namely travel. Carol has (like Tinty) a dislike of flying so they tend to concentrate on motoring through Europe. Sharing the driving makes for
a relaxed time but when a large town looms there is no such division of labour. Carol drives and
Duncan navigates! One large town to which they are regularly drawn is London for shows and shopping. A brave pair to both drive and navigate there.
Both revel in the success of the jubilee celebrations and look forward to the Panto. There was some
nostalgic reflection on the socials of yesteryear with the wish that the current social scene can be
maintained.
gus@gusnmo.com Phone 580003

LEIGHTON DIRECTORY
Cookson’s of Welshpool
GROUP TRAVEL for ALL OCCASIONS

W in d o w C le a n e r
F r e e Q u o t e s & A ff o r d a b le R a t e s .
F r a m e s & S ills C l e a n e d a t N o E x t r a C o s t .
R e s i d e n t i a l & C o m m e r c ia l P r o p e r t i e s .

49 seat Executive Coaches
21, 35, 53 and 57 seat Standard Coaches
14 and 16 seat Minibuses
Day Trips and Excursions

w w w . w e l s h p o o l w i n d o w c l e a n i n g . c o .u k
Tel 01938 570854

07779 837268

Contact MIKE or CHRIS
on 01938 553465

Chameleon Hair Studio
HOPE LANE, WELSHPOOL, POWYS

KINGSWOOD FRAMES
& MIRRORS
Framers, Carvers, Gilders, Restorers
Tim Haysell

Broad Street, Montgomery
Specialising in foil colouring, plus all other hairdressing requirements.
Now stockists of the vibrant and fun
Jackie Brazil Jewellery

Phone: 01686 668286
(closed Mondays)

Unit 2, Offa’s Dyke Business Park
Tel 01938 554985 Fax 01938 554901

*

*
*
*
*
*
*

GAS SAFE & OFTEC Registered
Fully Trained, Registered and
CRB Checked Staff
Free Quotation and Advice
Installation, Service and Repair
From a Tap Washer to a Complete
Plumbing / Heating Installation
24 Hour Emergency Call Out
Available To Our Customers
Fully Insured

Call Your Local Plumbers on

01938 580113
or

07800 552026

Peter Whale
Decorating Contractor
Quality Workmanship
For your free estimate
Tel: 01938 570540
Mobile: 07870 274228
OAKLEAF JOINERY
Gerry Hill & John Nunn
Brooklyn Kennels and Cattery
Tel: 01938 580346
info@brooklyn-kennels-cattery.co.uk

GARRETTS

LTD

BOOKKEEPING SOLUTIONS
THE COMPLETE SERVICE
FOR THE
SMALL BUSINESS
We aim to provide a friendly, efficient, cost
effective bookkeeping service for small to
medium size businesses. Our services enable
you to concentrate on what you do best, run
your business, and with our help build a
successful company.
Bookkeeping (Sage Computerised)
VAT Returns
Management Accounts
Spread Sheet Analysis
Collection and Drop Off Service/
Remote Access
Friendly and Reliable
Why not give us a call and arrange for a free
no obligation consultation?

GARRETTS

LTD

Keeping Books for over 30 Years.
IAB Registered.

Roy Maddox
Building and Joinery Services
Unit 6 Leighton Centre
Tel: 01938 553748
*Domestic * Commercial * Industrial
* Portable Appliance Testing
* Installations and Rewires
* Emergency Lighting
* Periodic Inspection and Testing
* Solar PV Installation

Six Year no quibble guarantee on all work
All work issued with a Compliance Certificate
All work carried out by qualified electricians approved by
NICEIC, ECA, CHAS, Constructionline, Part-P Domestic
Installer and Trustmark
Full Public Liability Insurance
All staff checked with CRB (Criminal Records Bureau)
Welshpool 01938 555521 * Middletown 01938 570311
e-mail: info@paddockelectrical.
co.uk
www.paddockelectrical.co.uk

Beauty By Amanda
ULTIMATE Non-Surgical Face-Lift
Massages * Tanning * Manicures
*Hair Removal
Tel: 01938 580002 or 07950 385215
For an appointment or consultation.
e-mail:amandaspencer@sky.com
for regular special offers.
Also available: Pamper Parties.

Tel: 01938 580533 or Mobile: 07889 666906

e-mail: garretts4.mail@tiscali.co.uk

Consultant for vie@home.

FIREWOOD
Hardwood logs cut to size
for fireplace or woodburner.

SARAH EVANS
PROPERTY SERVICES

Trailer load £90 delivered.
OFFERING RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
LANDLORDS A PERSONAL AND
PROFESSIONAL MANAGEMENT SERVICE

Bulk Bags for Collection.
Call Ben on 01743 884403
or 07971 171576
Leighton Gardening Services
For
Lawn-mowing, cultivating,
long-reach hedge cutting,
patio cleaning,
fencing and any other gardening needs.
Contact:

01938 570241

Mobile

07813720080

Full rent collection service, including monthly
invoicing and collection of rent, and monthly
statement for Landlords. Rent Reviews and
Tenancy/Lease Renewals, Tenant Finding Service
including professional referencing, preparation of
AST Agreements, collection of deposit and
registration with approved scheme,
Periodic inspections of property and arranging
Landlord Gas Safety Certificate if applicable, and
advice on compliance with other Health and Safety
legislation.

SARAH EVANS BSc(Hons) MRICS

t: 07989 175441
e: sarahevans.ps@btinternet.com
a: Garden House, Leighton. SY21 8LW

N J EVANS & SON
Your Local Established Central Heating Specialists In Welshpool

OIL, GAS OR LPG
Now is the Time to Book Your Central Heating Service with Us
Special Discounts For Leighton Residents
Recommend a Friend and Claim Extra Discount
Planned Annual Maintenance on Oil, Gas & LPG Central Heating Boilers
With 24 Hour Breakdown Cover
WE OFFER FREE QUOTATIONS ON THE NEW EFFICIENT CENTRAL HEATING BOILERS
WITH A FIVE YEAR WARRANTY
NOW IS A GOOD TIME TO ACT AND SAVE MONEY ON FUEL COSTS
ESTABLISHED FOR OVER 40 YEARS

Visit Our Showroom at 1 & 2 Jehu Road, Welshpool
(Open 5 Days a Week)

01938 552976

Severn Valley
Maintenance
& Repair

SEVERN SITTERS
PROFESSIONAL PET SITTING
AND HOME ASSISTANCE

Handyman Services
Adrian Bird
2 The Pentre, Leighton
Welshpool SY21 8HW
01938 552881 / 07828 888051

ANDREW THOMAS
Agricultural Contracting and
Septic Tank Emptying
Tel: 01938 553219

Scruffy to Fluffy
DOG GROOMING
at

Whitley Crest
Halfway House

n
n
n
n
n
n
n

Pet or House Sitting in your own home
Regular daily visits or overnight stays
Pet Taxi for vet visits
Assistance with shopping, cleaning and
odd jobs
Basic computer familiarization techniques
Flexible, reliable and professional
Personal and professional references
available on request

Call us for a chat so we can arrange a no-obligation
home visit to discuss your requirements.
We are here to help.
Contact Phil or Ann
t: 01938 556484 m: 07772 333040
e: severnsitters@gmail.com

Evergreen
Landscapes
Lawn Mowing, Turf Laying
Patios, Fencing, Sheds
And Shed bases,
Garden/Shed Clearance

Shrewsbury
For more information
contact
GIVENY ANDREW
on 07773301239

Call for a free quote:
Mob: 07772 308 248
Home: 01938 580 704

