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I had to pick my way carefully through a number of ‘in-bud’ primroses to take this photograph
in the Churchyard. By the time you receive this issue of the newsletter they should be

carpeting the area around the church. Such a welcome sign of the coming of spring!
Allan Smith on 01938 553598
(newsatleighton@gmail.com) or
Jenny Sanders on 01938 559562
(newsatleighton@btinternet.com)

The deadline for copy for the May edition is Thursday 24th April
This month’s issue of The Leighton News is sponsored by

ALEXANDERS OF WELSHPOOL
to whom we are very grateful.

Please see the back page for a message from our sponsor
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Services at Leighton and Trelystan
Sunday 6th April
9.30 Holy Communion at Leighton 3.00pm Family Service at Trelystan
Sunday 13th April—Palm Sunday
11.15am Family Service at Leighton 3.00pm Holy Communion at Trelystan
Monday 14th April—Monday of Holy Week
7.30pm Agapé Supper at Marton Village Hall
Tuesday 15th April—Tuesday of Holy Week
7.30pm Taizé Service at Middleton
Wednesday 16th April—Wednesday of Holy Week
7.30pm ‘The Women of Holy Week at Trelystan
Thursday 17th April—Maundy Thursday
7.30 pm Commemoration of the Last Supper at Chirbury
Sunday 20th April—Easter Sunday
Easter Communions as follows:
3.00pm Trelystan
6.30pm Leighton
Sunday 27th April
No service at Leighton or Trelystan
Sunday 4th May
9.30am Holy Communion at Leighton
3.00pm Family Service at Trelystan
Sidesmen ;

April

S and J Evans

May

C Alexander and C Walton

Altar Flowers and Brass Cleaning
April P Evans and M Landgrebe

May

J Bennett and B Mills
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Holy Week Services
During Holy Week – the week before Easter – there will be a number of special services in our
churches.
On Monday 14th April w e ar e holding an Agapé su pper at Marton Village hall starting
at 7.30pm. In the early days of the church, believers met together to share a meal in accordance with Jesus’ command to remember him in the breaking and eating of bread and drinking
wine from a common cup. Later, this developed into the Holy Communion service with wafers and wine familiar to worshippers today.
The Agapé supper combines the two traditions – a Holy Communion service set in the context
of a proper meal. Everyone is welcome to take part – please bring a plate of savoury food or a
dessert to share.
On Tuesday 15th April ther e w ill be a ser vice at Middleton ch u r ch at 7.30pm dr aw ing on the traditions of the Taizé community in France and including several of their easy to
sing, meditative chants. Again, anyone is welcome.
On Wednesday 16th April w e shall be explor ing the im por tant par t w om en played in
the last week of Jesus’ life in a service at Trelystan church at 7.30pm.
On Maundy Thursday,17th April w e w ill be com m em or ating the Last Su pper at Chir bury Church at 7.30pm.
On Good Friday 18th April ther e w ill
be the traditional Good Friday Walk, which
starts at Middleton Church ater a service of
worship at 9.30am. The whole walk is
about 17 miles but people are welcome to
walk as little or as much of the course as
they want. The day ends with evening worship at Corndon Marsh chapel at about
6.30pm—it’s difficult to be precise about
the starting time because it depends when
the last walkers arrive.
Also on Good Friday, there will be a performance of J H Maunder’s Choral Epic ‘From
Olivet to Calvary’, at 3pm at Chirbury

Donations this month.
We are grateful to the Oliver family and to Mrs Harrison of Darlaston for their very welcome donations
this month.
Mrs Harrison particularly enjoyed The Village Bobby in the February edition, which reminded her of
childhood days. Thank you for your comment Mrs
Harrison.
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Y Eirlys – or The Snowdrop
I will see what this snowdrop is; so shall I put much argument by and solve a lifetime’s mysteries.
Walter de la Mare
There is a legend that says when Adam and Eve were expelled from the Garden of Eden to a
land that was dark, snowy and barren, Eve thought the winter would never end. An
angel appeared and blew on the snowflakes, which on reaching the ground turned
into snowdrop flowers and so Hope was born.
The botanical name of galanthus is Greek - gala meaning milk and anthus
meaning flower. It is a member of the amaryllidaceae family so related to the narcissus. Other lovely names for the snowdrop are Fair Maids of February, Candlemas
Bells and Mary’s Tapers.
There are some differences of opinion as to the first introduction into Britain. The Romans
are credited with bringing them here, presumably from Italy, but Monks are also thought to have
brought snowdrops to this country in 15th century as they appear in Monastery churchyards and
were taken into church to celebrate Candlemas. It is believed that if brought into the house they
foretell ill-luck and a single flower can be viewed as a death token. However, it is also believed in
more recent times that snowdrops purify a house and many Christians believe they are a symbol of
Mary’s purity. At Georgiana Naylor’s funeral at Leighton Church in 1909 there is a press description
of the sides of the stairs down to the crypt being lined with moss scattered with snowdrops. What a
beautiful picture!
The first garden reference appears in Gerard’s herbal in 1597 and the first reference to snowdrops growing in the wild was recorded in 1770. The following quotation appeared in a Christian Calendar c 1500 –
The snowdrop, in purest white arraie,
First rears her hedde on Candlemas daie
In modern times the poisonous chemical galanthamine is considered to be an aphrodisiac and
can be useful in the treatment of Alzheimer’s disease, though not a cure. Snowdrops need a temperature of at least 10c to open wide to allow insects to pollinate. 2013 was very cold for weeks and extended into Spring and the Candlemas Bells were ringing with joy for many weeks. When ripe, the
seed capsules fall on the ground and are distributed by ants, but the most usual way for these symbols of hope to multiply is by bulb division. There are up to 2000 varieties of snowdrops and enthusiastic galanthophiles number over 3000 at an annual gathering in Germany when a single rare bulb
can exchange hands for £360, a bit reminiscent of the Tulip fever of the 17 th century when fortunes
were made and lost.
Many, many welcomes / February Fair maid
Ever as of old time / Solitary first thing
Coming in the cold time / prophet of the gay time
Prophet of the Maytime / Prophet of the roses
Many, many welcomes / February Fair maid.
The Snowdrop by Lord Alfred Tennyson

Teresa Jenkins
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Web-site
If you use the www.leightonnews.com web-site to read The Leighton News you will see it in colour
and it is usually available for the beginning of the month. We would be grateful if those of you who
already access our newsletter in this way could let one of the team know so that we do not produce
copies for the recycling bin!
FORDEN WITH LEIGHTON AND TRELYSTAN COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING HELD
IN FORDEN ON 30 JANUARY

Planning
Planning permission has been granted for the following applications:
VAR/2103/0036: Application to discharge Section 106 planning obligation attached to planning permission M22221(local occupancy restriction) at Top Field Cottage, Leighton.

Roadways – Corner near to Leighton School – Another accident has occurred with a car going

through the hedge. Cllr Alexander has reported this latest incident direct to Powys County Council but
to date has not had a response.

If there is anyone out there who has personally encountered a problem with this stretch of road, can
you please contact me direct either by email (carolalex@hotmail.co.uk) or tel: 580395 - I will then
pass on the information to Powys County Council. Many thanks

FORDEN WITH LEIGHTON AND TRELYSTANCOMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING HELD
IN LEIGHTON ON 27TH FEBRUARY
Website

We are in the process of setting up our own Community Council website- to get the best possible price
this will be done in conjunction with about 7 other Community Councils. All details will follow when
this has been set up.
Pothole
Highways are to be contacted regarding a large pothole on the Marton road near the Trelystan crossroads.
Planning
Installation of solar panels to the roof of the garage at White House, Leighton.
Supported
The next meeting will be held in Forden on Thursday 27th March.
Carol Alexander
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Elystan Class (Years 5and 6)
Spring Term 2014

Year 5/6 have had a very busy year so far!!
The children have, in groups, written an Anti Bullying play, and have performed this to their peers. Using
our new school iPad (and with lots of pupil assistance!) we have been able to 'record' all the performances.They are currently writing arguments (for and against) on the topic 'should school dinners be
more healthy?' I am sure this will make for a lively debate!
We had a WONDERFUL response to our 'History through the Decades' display, which is one of our topics.
The children brought in all sorts of super memorabilia from 1950-2000 including records, record players,
sewing patterns, photographs and clothes - we even had part of the Berlin Wall!! These were all SO valuable, as they provided the children with many discussion starting points and covered all areas of the curriculum. It also gave the staff (and parents) a wonderful trip down memory lane!

Members of the class have been involved in the Urdd competitions, including cross country, netball,
football and arts and craft.
The class have begun their great initiative called ‘Mini Young Enterprise’, which is a scheme usually only
used in secondary schools. They have set up a business called Heulog Siocled, which will hold its own
bank account, comprising of a group of teams ranging from finance to production. They are producing
greetings cards with images of Leighton on the front, and will sell these locally. The children will be involved in writing letters to local business, dealing with cheques, designing a product and importantly,
working together.
If you are interested in purchasing some of their greetings cards, would like to buy a share in their company, have any images of interesting places/buildings in Leighton which the children may be able to use,
or have any particular skills which may help the children in their enterprise, we'd love to hear from you!
Elystan Class (Years 5/6)
As many hands build a house
So many hearts make a school
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Thank you to all of you who came to support our Coffee Morning and bought cakes,
plants and raffle tickets. It was lovely to see so many old faces and new and it really is
a chance to get together and have a chat. Thank you to all the helpers and all those
who donated cakes, plants and raffle prizes. We raised over £200 for Show funds
We have two new members to our 100 club this month:
112 Mr and Mrs Sayers

113 Mr and Mrs Griffin

The 100 Club lottery was drawn in Leighton School this month with the help of the
school children and the winners for March are:

£20 Roma Tibbott
£10 Tom Evans
£10 Lou Clare
£10 David Griffiths
Congratulations to you all.
Our next event is “The Soul Jets”, a brilliant, local band who will also be
providing the entertainment on our show night. Tickets £10 only to include
cheese, wine and nibbles plus full bar. Saturday 3rd May in Leighton Village
Hall. Tickets are selling fast so please contact
Rachel—rtibb@hotmail.co.uk 07968 310541 or Jane 01938 554149 to
book your tickets or why not bring a table of friends?
Lots of fun and laughter guaranteed.
Everyone welcome—we would love to see as many of you as possible.

Saturday 3rd May
8pm
Leighton Village Hall
Cheese, Wine and Nibbles
The show schedule will be in next month’s newsletter (promise!) with lots of
flower, vegetable, craft, cookery, art, photography and rural classes.
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OPEN DOOR FAMILY CENTRE
Howell Drive
Welshpool
SY21 7AT
Rally North Wales
Visit us at our tombola stand
on Friday 4th April 2014
at Church Street Car Park
5pm—8pm
Table Top Sale / Easter Egg Hunt
at
Open Door Family Centre (Hall)
on Wednesday 9th April 2014
3.30pm—5.30pm
Lots of items for sale
To book your own table (£5) contact Melony
01938 556238
Coffee Morning
on Saturday 3rd May 2014
at
Church House, Welshpool
10am—11.30am

Fashion Show
at
Old Railway Station, Welshpool
on Thursday 29th May
7pm
Light refreshments/Raffle
Tickets £6
Contact Laura 01938 556911
or Melony 01938 556238
All welcome
Please support our local charity
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A Local Hero
On March 29th 1908 a baby boy was born in Leighton who went on to serve in the Second
World War and to have his efforts rewarded with the Victoria Cross, The Criox de Guerre
and the Legion d’Honneur. He was given the command of HMS Campbeltown, to play a
major role in the Battle of St. Nazaire on the River Loire. Bert Jones brought this man to my
attention and in our next issue Bert and I will tell you more about his local hero, Stephen
Beattie VC .

St Mary’s Church Trelystan

A Concert Of Violin
and Flute Music
Performed by
Christine Davey

Dates for your

and Liz Wright

Diary

7.30 Saturday 31st May 2014

Trelystan Summer Fete

Licensed Bar from 7pm

in the Church Grounds
2.30

Tickets £8 from:Yvonne Evans 01938 561267
Dorothy Breeze 01938 580267

Robert Leach 01938 561822

(Christine Davey grew up in Leighton and Trelystan and is a
professional violinist with the Halle Orchestra in Manchester)

Saturday 26th July
Trelystan
Harvest Service and
Supper
6.30
Friday 19th September

FOR SALE
Hilka 250kg Electric Hoist—Unused and unpacked from original box—£75.00
JCB 2 tonne Hydraulic Vehicle Trolley Jack— excellent condition—£30.00
Contact Barry Griffin
01938 556 947
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THE LEIGHTON DIRECTORY
TREE ACTIVE
Liam O’Brien

Specialist Tree Surgery

Fully Qualified and Insured

01938 554671 or 07528 752679
E-mail: liam@treeactive.co.uk

www.treeactive.co.uk

PADDOCK ELECTRICAL LTD
Domestic—Commercial—Industrial— Portable Appliance Testing—Installations and Rewires Emergency Lighting—Periodic
Inspection and Testing Solar PV Installation—6 year noquibble guarantee on all work—All work issued with a Compliance Certificate All work carried out by qualified electricians
approved by NICEIC, ECA, CHAS, Constructionline—Part-P
Domestic Installer and Trustmark Full Public Liability Insurance
All staff checked with CRB (Criminal Records Bureau)
Welshpool 01938 555521
Middletown 01938 570311
e-mail: info@paddockelectrical.co.uk

KINGSWOOD FRAMES & MIRRORS

CHAMELEON HAIR STUDIO

Framers, Carvers, Gilders, Restorers

Broad Street, Montgomery

Tim Haysell

Specialising in foil colouring, plus all other
hairdressing requirements.

Unit 2, Offa’s Dyke Business Park

Tel: 01938 554985

Now stockists of the vibrant and fun
Jackie Brazil Jewellery

Fax: 01938 554901

01686 668286

PETER WHALE

OAKLEAF JOINERY

Decorating Contractor

Quality Workmanship

Roy Maddox

For your free estimate, contact

Building and Joinery Services

01938 535050

Unit 6, Leighton Centre

Mobile: 07870 274228
peter.whaledecorating@gmail.com

01938 553748

BROOKLYN KENNELS

COOKSON’S OF WELSHPOOL

AND CATTERY

HOPE LANE, WELSHPOOL, POWYS

Gerry Hill and John Nunn

01938 580346

info@brooklyn-kennels-cattery.co.uk

GROUP TRAVEL FOR ALL OCCASIONS
48 seat Executive Coaches
21, 35, 53 & 57 seat Standard Coaches
14 and 16 seat Minibuses
Daytrips and excursions
Contact Mike or Chris on 01938 553465

ANDREW THOMAS

FIREWOOD

Agricultural Contracting and
Septic Tank Emptying

Hardwood Logs cut to size for fireplace
or woodburner
Trailer Loads delivered
Bulk Bags for collection

01938 553219

Call BEN on

01743 884403 or 07971 171576
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SCRUFFY TO FLUFFY

EVERGREEN LANDSCAPES

DOG GROOMING
at Whitley Crest,
Halfway House, Shrewsbury.

Lawn Mowing, Turf Laying, Patios, Fencing,
Sheds and Shed Bases, Garden Shed Clearance

For more information contact
GIVENY ANDREW

07773 301239

WINDOW & SOLAR PANEL
CLEANING
Local Service for Residential and
Commercial Properties
Free Quotes and Affordable Rates

01938 570854

or

07779 837268

Call for a free quote:

Mobile: 07772 308248
Home: 01938 580704

BEAUTY BY AMANDA
Ultimate Non-Surgical Face-Lift * Massages*
Tanning * Shellac manicures * Hair Removal *
Hot Stone Massage
For an appointment or consultation contact Amanda
on 01938 580002 or 07950 385215
fb page “Beauty By Amanda Welshpool” for special
offers or e-mail amandaspencer@sky.com

www.welshpoolwindowcleaning.co.uk

Also available Spray Tan Parties; Consultant for “Arbonne”

FEEL GREAT WITH ALOE VERA

SPLASH Plumbing & Heating Engineers

Superb quality Aloe Vera and bee products.
Drinks, treatment creams, supplements,
personal care, skin care, weight management,
cosmetics, animal care (domestic and farm).
Special gift ideas. 60-day, money-back guarantee.
Try some products at home free.

GAS SAFE & OFTEC Registered. Fully Trained and CRB
-checked staff. Free Quotation and Advice. Installation,
Service and Repair, from a tap washer to a complete
plumbing/heating installation. 24-hour Emergency
Call Out available to our customers. Fully Insured.

Carol and Paul Harris 01938 553430
carol@aloevera.uk.net

www.bit.ly/carolshop

Call your local plumbers on:
01938 580113

or

07800 552026

SALLY DAVIES, HOMEOPATH

N.J.EVANS AND SON

01938 580278

Your Local Established Central Heating Specialists in Welshpool

Homeopathy is an effective alternative therapy.
It can help with all kinds of health issues for all age
groups, including depression, stress, anxiety,
sleeplessness, and digestion.
Please feel free to phone me if you would like an
initial discussion.
I also have an established pet-sitting service.

LEIGHTON GARDENING SERVICES
For lawn-mowing, cultivating, long-reach
hedge cutting, patio cleaning, fencing,
and any other gardening needs.

Contact:
01938 570241 or 07813 720080

Established over 40 years

Planned Annual Maintenance on Oil, Gas & LPG Central
Heating Boilers with 24 Hour Breakdown Cover.
Free quotations on new efficient central heating boilers.
Now is a good time to act and save money on fuel costs.
Showrooms at 1 & 2 Jehu Road, Welshpool

01938 552976

BOOKKEEPING SOLUTIONS

A cost effective bookkeeping service for small to
medium size businesses. Services include
computerised accounting, VAT Returns,
management accounts.
IAB Registered

GARRETTS LTD
Tel: 01938 580533
e-mail: garretts4.mail@tiscali.co.uk
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SARAH EVANS
PROPERTY SERVICES
OFFERING RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL
LANDLORDS A PERSONAL AND PROFESSIONAL
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT SERVICE
Regulated by RICS

CONTACT: SARAH EVANS B.Sc.(Hons) MRICS
T: 07989 175441 E: sarahevans.ps@btinternet.com
A: Castle View, Leighton SY21 8HH

DI STEVENS

01938 561216
Lunches and evening meals served daily,
apart from Tuesday.
Sunday Roast lunch, with dessert, for only £10!
Local Ales Available
Happy Hour, Monday to Friday 5—7 p.m.

What would you do with your life
if you could wave a magic wand?

MCSP HPC Reg
Chartered Human and Animal Physiotherapist

07808 529925
Helping you and your loved ones reduce pain and
restore movement
Home Visits Available

THE HERBERT ARMS, CHIRBURY

Do you know anyone (any age and anywhere in the UK,
or overseas) looking for more control over their income, a
better pension, or a way of helping others? If so, please
ask them to talk to us about how to achieve totally
uncapped and willable income in a few hours a week.

Carol and Paul Harris 01938 553430
carol@aloevera.uk.net

And finally……..a word from our sponsors

ALEXANDERS OF WELSHPOOL
ARE PLEASED TO SPONSOR

The Leighton News again.
At this time of year we have all our seed potatoes, peas, beans,

packets of seeds, onions and shallots in stock.
We also have a great deal on our compost,
3 x 60L bags for £10
and we offer free local delivery.
As well as the garden department, we have a fully stocked cook
shop, DIY, clothing, camping and walking boots section.
Please take a look at our website (www.alexandersofwelshpool.co.uk) and
you can follow us on Facebook and Twitter.

