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Leighton & Trelystan
Services in November

Holly Dyer lives at at the Old Cable House in Leighton. She works as a graphics designer and created
the wonderful artwork for the 2015 Leighton Show programme. Holly’s new challenge is to run in
the London Marathon supporting a cause close to her heart as she explains here.
“I'm running the 2016 London Marathon!!! I am very excited (and a little bit scared) to be
running my first marathon (yes 26.21miles!) and fund raising in aid of the mental health

Date

Day

Church

Time

Service

9:30 am

Holy Communion
RL

charity Mind.
Mind provides advice and support to empower anyone

1st November

All Saints Day

LEIGHTON

experiencing a mental health problem.
They campaign to improve services,
raise awareness and promote

st

1 November

All Saints Day

TRELYSTAN

3:00 pm

Family Service
RL

understanding.
I really wanted to raise funds for Mind
as I have suffered from depression for

th

8 November

Remembrance
Sunday

LEIGHTON

Remembrance
Sunday

TRELYSTAN

2nd Sunday
before Advent

LEIGHTON

Christ the King

LEIGHTON

10:55 am

Remembrance
Service RL

as long as I can remember. I have had
various diagnoses: post-natal
depression, depression and more recently bi-polar disorder.

8th November

3:00 pm

Holy Communion
RL

Sometimes living with my mental health issues has been very
hard, scary and lonely. Raising awareness of mental health
problems is really important to me, I want people to realise

15th November

3:00 pm

they are very common and that those who suffer need help,

Evensong RL

support and understanding.
I was initially very scared to admit I had a problem and to

22nd November

11:00 am

Family Service
BR

seek help for it. Telling people that I suffer
from depression is a hard thing to do, I
don't want anyone to judge me or to think differently of me. Getting help
was the best thing I did and hopefully talking about it will help other

Sidesman Rota
JOHN & ANN MARKWICK

Rotas for November

Altar Flowers & Brass Cleaning
ANN & JOHN MARKWICK

people get help too.

Watch the
Thermometer Rise!
TARGET
£1,700

If you could sponsor me it would be fantastic! It means a huge
amount to have your support and to help the work of Mind.

Churchyard Clear-up Day
We will be holding the autumn clear-up day on Saturday
November 14th to get the churchyard tidy for winter. If you
can spare a little time between 9.30am and 12.00noon we will
be very pleased to see you. Coffee and biscuits provided!

To donate, please visit www.virginmoneygiving.com/hollydyer_mind
Thank you so much and please cheer me on when you see me out

£560
So far..

training round Leighton!”
If you are reading this on LeightonNews.com in
either the PDF pages or the Flipbook version, just
click Holly’s link above to donate straight away.

…. See next month
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Just the Ticket
Preparations for the 30th Anniversary
Celebrations for the Leighton Village
Hall are now well under way. Full
details are on pages 12 and 13. Do
remember that there are a limited
ADMIT ONE
number of tickets available - make
sure you obtain yours as soon as
possible to avoid disappointment. The tickets are just
£5 each and are particularly good value because 50%
of the cost is being generously subsidised by the
Leighton Village Hall.
Professional caterers are supplying the
scrumptious tea - there will also be a special cake, an
exhibition of the hall history as well as prize draws.
Don’t miss it!
Leighton News is marking the occasion by printing
six pages of the December issue in colour. Producing
this edition is going to be more time consuming than
the standard black & white copies so we would be
grateful if all contributors could send us their items as
soon as possible. The official deadline is on the back
page - but please don’t leave it to the last minute (as
usually happens!). Of course full colour versions of all
issues are always available at LeightonNews.com
Free Subscription We don’t have a list of readers’
email addresses. This may be useful for circulating late
or even urgent information and events that missed the
issue deadline, etc. To get on the list just email:
news@long-mountain.co.uk with the word ‘Subscribe’
in the subject line. We promise there will be no spam or
selling the list to any marketing companies.
30th ANNIVERSARY
AFTERNOON TEA PARTY

2:30pm Sunday
20th December 2015

Steve

THANK YOU to Allan Lloyd for cutting the hedges around the Village Hall and to Sarah and Hadyn for helping clear
up afterwards. Thank you to Leighton Estates for the offer of a Christmas tree to put outside the Village Hall to set
the scene for the 30th Anniversary celebrations in December.
COFFEE CLUB MORNING - Plans are well under way for SATURDAY 7th November 10am - 12noon when all the usual
delights of Cafetiere coffee, tasty croissants, lovely music and great company so please come along and join us all.
30th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS - Tickets for the Afternoon Tea Party on 20th December will be available at the
above Coffee Club Morning so come along and buy yours for an amazing £5 (heavily subsidised) for a scrumptious
afternoon tea, exhibition, music, celebratory cake and a chance to look back over 30 years of Leighton Life. The
party for the pre-school age children and also the party for the school age children will be finalised by the next issue
of the Newsletter.

Saturday 10th October 2015:
PETER WHALE a keen golfer for
10 years achieved a Hole in One
at his club in Llanymynech.
160 yards to hole number 3 (par3)
with a 6 iron. Congratulations!!!
Paul and Carol Harris held a coffee
morning in aid of Macmillan and
raised £150. They would like to
thank everyone who contributed.

MEETINGS - The next meeting of the Management Committee will be at 7.30pm on THURSDAY 12th November in
the gallery so if you have any suggestions for improvements or comments on the management of this much used
facility then please contact us on the number below, or better still come and join us.
For all BOOKINGS of the Village Hall for your parties and events then please Tel: 0785 410 3058
or Email: villagehall@leightonnews.com

Village Grapevine
A PARTING GIFT has been presented to Ann Whale of Trelystan who has retired from the Powys Teaching Health
Board based at Gregynog Hall, Tregynon. Congratulations Ann on a job well done and no doubt you are already
making plans for an exciting future up there on the mountain.

................

FOUND: Some items were found at the Village Show and so far have not been reclaimed so if they are yours
please ring. There’s a man’s navy coat, a modern metal shooting stick seat left at the dog show area and finally a
large plastic food container lid from the marquee. Tel: 554149 if they are yours.

................

WELCOME to the newly appointed Headteacher of Leighton Primary School. Mr Lyn Harte took up his
post in September. See page 11 for a flavour of the school activities so far this term.

................

Patricia

................

A WELCOME to Leighton for Liz & Lewis Grant, the new owners of The Stables.

See them on the BIG SCREEN at Marton Village Hall
Paddington
October 30th
at 7:30

Dark Horse
December 4th
at 7:30

Tickets are £4.00 Under 16s £2.00. Bar & refreshments. All welcome.
Now there is no cinema in Welshpool, why not come to the movies locally?

NURSE ON A MISSION: You may have seen in a recent County Times that a nurse who lives with her family in
Llanymynech was asking for medical supplies to enable her to administer treatment to the thousands of refugees
fleeing war torn Syria. Her name is Carrie Davies and she has gone to Kos in Greece and also onto the
Turkey/Syria border. Some of you may well have supported Carrie without realising that we know her better in
Leighton as Caroline Stranks who was brought up at The Tank Cottages on Leighton Bank. Carrie works at the
A&E department of the Royal Shrewsbury Hospital and has joined 6 colleagues who have self funded the trip and
all taken 2 weeks of their annual leave to assist in any way they can on the edge of a war zone. We all watch it on
the news, but few of us actually get involved so thank you Carrie for using your considerable skills in such a
positive way and we wish you a safe return.

................

MARY PRYCE: It was with great sadness that we learnt of the death of a wonderful teacher and friend of the
village, Mary Pryce. Mary taught in Leighton School for many years and will be remembered for lots of things but
especially for her skill, her wit and her impeccable style and we send our best wishes to her family.

................

................
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Oaklands Cottage
as it was then…

Oaklands is the classic, idyllic, country cottage
of everyone’s imagination. Unless you live nearby
where else can you see a real thatched roof? And
if you are lucky enough to own this type of home
- how do you look after the thatch? How long
does it last? Most importantly how do you find a
thatcher to repair or replace it?
The cottage is thought to be mid-seventeenth
century - about 1650, Civil War era. It was
originally thatched but this was replaced by the
more convenient ‘modern’ material of corrugated
iron, possibly around 1920.
When the cottage was put up for sale in the
1980s the metal sheeting roof is enthusiastically

For Sale - 1985

described as an ‘easier maintainable’ option.
Credit for organising the first restoration of the
thatched roof goes to Ken Devey who bought the
cottage at this time. Ken was a cabinet maker and
craftsman; he worked on the the cottage and
lived there for several years. He used his skills for
many improvements including beautiful oak
frames with leaded window panes. However
specialists were needed for the thatching which
was done by Brian Draycott and his brother Ken
(another one) from Market Drayton. Brian’s
14 year old son Paul came on site and signed his
name on one of the trusses. Remarkably the
whole job appears to have been accomplished just
with the ladders against the roof. Look carefully at
the middle picture opposite to see two small
children balanced precariously on a purlin!
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Newly Thatched
… and today

Gordon and Sylvia Helliwell moved to Oaklands Cottage 25 years
ago. Initially from Yorkshire, they met when they both worked in art
and design. Gordon led teams in advertising, product design and
graphics presentations for a variety of companies eventually moving
to Birmingham where he was a senior lecturer at Aston University
teaching on the seven year course in architecture. In Birmingham, as
mature student, Sylvia obtained a teaching qualification becoming
Head of Infants at Osbourne Road School.
Holidays were spent here in mid-Wales at Hidden Valley which is
how they heard about Oaklands being for sale. Being recently retired
and their two children having left home, they sold their large house
and moved to the picturesque cottage. They intended to stay for just
five years before going on to an another project ….
Sylvia got involved in many aspects of life in Leighton
village - bell ringing, the WI, starting a book club.
Gordon created artwork for a variety of occasions
including the splendid calligraphy for the Village Hall
logo. Together they made major contributions to the
Leighton Newsletter and have only recently relinquished
their role of organising distribution of each month’s
copies. So much for moving on after five years!
With his background in architecture, Gordon knew
that a thatched roof was good for 25 years - so at 30
years Oaklands Cottage roof was on borrowed time.
Fortunately the same family firm from the early 1980s
were still working as thatchers but by this time it was
Paul Draycott hi
leading the team - and when removing
the old reeds, sure enough he found his teenage
signature on the woodwork from thirty years earlier.
As in the top picture shows, this time round full
scaffolding was employed all around the cottage - much
more reassuring than the previous job. Probably the
improved Health & Safety requirements a
generation later. Things came
full circle when Paul recruited
his uncle Ken to return to the
site to work on repainting the
external walls and timbers at
the same time as the roof
work was going on.
Views up to Long Mountain

2015 - Safety First!

Paul at work - new reeds on the right

Completed - Front View

Sitting Room with Inglenook

Completed - Back View
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. As the new Head teacher of Leighton School Mr Lyn Harte has got off to a flying

start for the new school year. Reorganising classroom space, introducing
exciting pupil initiatives and surviving an inspection just three weeks into the
September term. There are also super-professional school newsletters each
month which are bound to be much appreciated by all a parents of pupils at
the school. For the rest of us, here is just a small selection of the pictures of
activities so far. We are looking forward to showcasing some class projects in
future issues

Peripatetic guitar/drum teacher, Mr Lees explaining
the history of a range of instruments, including a
Cuban Cajon box drum, an Aztec Rainstick, Spanish
guitars and an electric drum kit.

Welsh Network of Healthy School Schemes

Montgomery Football
Tournament (8-a-side)

Score: Leighton 3 Forden 3
after a close contest
Elizabeth

A full out attacking display
brought lots of goals:
Leighton 5
Montgomery 1

members Max, Iwan,
Jayden, Charlie, Sam, Lyla, Taiya and Flo and their first event,
a sponsored football dribble, raising money in aid of the
current refugee crisis.

Jack

Ryan
Darcy

…. and many more ….
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EXHIBITION

Get Your Tickets at
the Coffee Club
Saturday 7th November 2015
10:00am to 12:00pm
30th ANNIVERSARY
AFTERNOON TEA PARTY

30th ANNIVERSARY
AFTERNOON TEA PARTY

2:30pm Sunday
20th December 2015

2:30pm Sunday
20th December 2015

ADMIT ONE

ADMIT ONE

Call in and have a delicious cup of Cafetière coffee or tea.
Treat yourself to a Croissant or Danish pastry
Tickets are £5 and can be purchased from the 7th November at the Village Hall Coffee Club and after from a
member of the Village Hall Committee, alternatively enquires can be made by telephoning 01938 580 533 or by
emailing villagehall@leightonnews.com. Tickets are limited and can only be purchased prior to the event.

Opening Times:

Leighton Village Hall was

Sunday 20 December 2015 ~ from 5:30pm

1985 to a full house of over

Entrance by afternoon tea ticket only, all other days entrance is free.
Donations would be appreciated.

200 people. This exhibition will

Monday 21st December 2015 ~ 9:30am to 12:00pm
6.00pm to 8.00pm

built and reflect on the

opened on the 21st December

th

ANNIVERSARY AFTERNOON TEA
Sunday 20th December 2015
2:30 pm to 6:00 pm

30th ANNIVERSARY
AFTERNOON TEA PARTY

2:30pm Sunday
20th December 2015

ADMIT ONE

2:30pm ~ Drinks on Arrival
3:00pm ~ Afternoon Tea Served

Admission by ticket
only. Don’t forget to
bring yours with you!

4:15pm ~ Toast and cutting of the cake
4:30pm ~ Prize Draw

Coffee Club Morning 10.00am to 12.00pm FREE coffee bring your mince
pies to share and if there is any cake left share that too. In the evening
why not bring a bottle of something and relax and enjoy the exhibition.

Wednesday 23rd December 2015 ~ 9:0am to 12:00pm
6:00pm to 8:00pm

commitment and
determination shown by the
villagers in raising over
£100,000 by way of sponsored
events, donations and grants.
Today the hall is widely used
for varied activities and has

No coffee club today.

become a valuable asset to the

Sunday 3rd January 2016 10:00am to 12:00pm

community.

Last chance to enjoy the exhibition.

4:45pm ~ Christmas Carols
5:30pm ~ Exhibition Open
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SEE YOU THERE!

demonstrate how the hall was

2

3

4

5

12

6

7

The WINNER of last month’s Who’s Who competition is
Derek Clare of Back Lodge who sent in the first (and
only) correct entry identifying all 19 members of the
original steering committee. Well done Derek - we are
pleased to award you this prestigious virtual rosette!
[See the correct answers in the exhibition]

W
DER ho’s W
ho
EK
1st CLARE
Priz
e

14

15

THE LEIGHTON DIRECTORY 1.

THE LEIGHTON DIRECTORY 2.

MID-WALES & BORDERS PEST CONTROL

COOKSON TRAVEL LTD

Wasps, Flies, Moles, Rats and Mice:
whatever your pest, we can help.
Call Simon on
01938 556807 or 07811 637896
mwbpestcontrol@gmail.com
Simon Johns (RSPH Level 2) Technician

Group Travel for all occasions
16 to 57 seat Coaches
Personal and friendly service
Tel: 01938 553465

HAVE YOU THOUGHT OF
MAKING OR UPDATING

YOUR WILL AND LPA?
Wills £85
Lasting Power of Attorney (LPA) £150
Call PAUL HUMPHREYS Today:

cooksongrouptravel@yahoo.co.uk
Hope Lane : Welshpool : SY21 8HF

KINGSWOOD FRAMES & MIRRORS

CHAMELEON HAIR STUDIO

Framers, Carvers, Gilders, Restorers

Broad Street, Montgomery
Specialising in foil colouring, plus all other
hairdressing requirements.
Now stockists of the vibrant and fun
Jackie Brazil Jewellery

Tim Haysell
Unit 2, Offa’s Dyke Business Park

Tel: 01938 554985
Fax: 01938 554901

PETER WHALE
Decorating Contractor

Quality Workmanship

Tel: 01938 535050 for
your free estimate
Mobile:
07870 274228
Email:
peter.whaledecorating@gmail.com

BROOKLYN KENNELS
AND CATTERY
Gerry Hill and John Nunn

01938 580346
info@brooklyn-kennels-cattery.co.uk

ANDREW THOMAS
Agricultural Contracting and
Septic Tank Emptying

01938 553219

01686 668286

OAKLEAF JOINERY
Roy Maddox
Building and Joinery Services
Unit 6, Leighton Centre

01938 553748

Paddock Electrical Ltd
Established 22 Years
Testing and Inspection
Fire Alarms/Emergency Lighting
Installations & Rewires
Electrical Condition Reports
Solar Panel Installation
www.paddockelectrical.co.uk
Tel 01938 555521 email info@paddockelectrical.co.uk

FIREWOOD
Hardwood Logs cut to size for fireplace
or wood burner. Trailer Loads delivered.
Bulk Bags for collection.

Call BEN on

01743 884 403
or 07971 171576

01691 652233
www.Asset-Wealth-Preservation.co.uk

WINDOW & SOLAR PANEL
CLEANING
Local Service for Residential
and Commercial Properties
Free Quotes and Affordable Rates
01938 570854 or 07779 837268
www.welshpoolwindowcleaning.co.uk

FEEL GREAT WITH ALOE VERA
Superb quality Aloe Vera and bee products.
Drinks, treatment creams, supplements,
personal care, skin care, weight management,
cosmetics, animal care (domestic and farm).
Special gift ideas. 60-day, money-back guarantee.
Try some products at home free.
Carol and Paul Harris 01938 553430
carol@aloevera.uk.net www.bit.ly/carolshop

LEIGHTON GARDENING SERVICES
For lawn-mowing, verge
clearing, paddock cutting,
cultivating, long-reach hedge
clipping, patio cleaning,
fencing, and any other
gardening needs.

Contact: 01938 570241 or 07813 720080

CELTICMOON DOGGY DAYCARE
& HOME BOARDING
Does your dog hate being left alone while you're at work,
on holiday or just out for the day? We can board your dog
in our home where he will enjoy woodland walks, canine
companions and lots of cuddles.We are licenced, insured
and Kennel Club Assured.
Contact Elaine on 01938 559128
or email: info@celticmoonhounds.com

BEAUTY BY AMANDA
Ultimate Non-Surgical Face-Lift * Massages*
Tanning * Shellac manicures * Hair Removal *
Hot Stone Massage
For an appointment or consultation contact Amanda
on 01938 580002 or 07950 385215
“Beauty By Amanda Welshpool” for special offers
or e-mail amandaspencer@sky.com
Also available Spray Tan Parties; Consultant for “Arbonne”

SPLASH Plumbing & Heating Engineers
GAS SAFE & OFTEC Registered. Fully Trained and CRBchecked staff. Free Quotation and Advice. Installation,
Service and Repair, from a tap washer to a complete
plumbing/heating installation. 24-hour Emergency Call Out
available to our customers. Fully Insured.

Call your local plumbers on:
01938 580113 or 07800 552026

N. J. EVANS AND SON
Your Local Established Central Heating Specialists in Welshpool
Established over 40 years

Planned Annual Maintenance on Oil, Gas & LPG Central
Heating Boilers with 24 Hour Breakdown Cover.
Free quotations on new efficient central heating boilers.
Now is a good time to act and save money on fuel costs.
Showrooms at 1 & 2 Jehu Road, Welshpool
Tel: 01938 552976

BABY MASSAGE

BOOKKEEPING SOLUTIONS

I offer baby massage in the comfort of your own home.

A cost effective bookkeeping service for small to
medium size businesses. Services include
computerised accounting, VAT Returns,
management accounts.
IAB Registered

The benefits of baby massage are: Promotes deeper
sleep * Develops baby muscle tone and co-ordination *
Helps reduce colic and discomfort from wind * Aids
baby’s digestion * Strengthens baby’s immune system *
Relaxes parent/baby/whole family

Juli 01691 860283 www.julimoran.com

GARRETTS LTD
Tel: 01938 580533
e-mail: garretts4.mail@tiscali.co.uk
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THE LEIGHTON DIRECTORY 3.
SARAH EVANS
PROPERTY SERVICES
OFFERING RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL
LANDLORDS A PERSONAL AND PROFESSIONAL
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT SERVICE
Regulated by RICS
CONTACT: SARAH EVANS B.Sc.(Hons) MRICS
T: 07989 175441 E: sarahevans.ps@btinternet.com
A: Castle View, Leighton SY21 8HH

What would you do with your life
if you could wave a magic wand?
Do you know anyone (any age and anywhere in the UK,
or overseas) looking for more control over their income,
a better pension, or a way of helping others? If so, please
ask them to talk to us about how to achieve totally
uncapped and willable income in a few hours a week.
Carol and Paul Harris 01938 553430
carol@aloevera.uk.net

DI STEVENS

THE HERBERT ARMS, CHIRBURY

MCSP HPC Reg

01938 561216

Chartered Human and Animal Physiotherapist

Lunches and evening meals served daily,
apart from Tuesday.
Sunday Roast lunch, with dessert, for only £10!
Local Ales Available

07808 529925
Helping you and your loved ones reduce pain
and restore movement
Home Visits Available

Happy Hour, Monday to Friday 5—7 p.m.

And finally……..a word from our sponsors
Many thanks to our sponsors of the Leighton News this month

CHRISTMAS TREES for SALE

Norway, Noble & Nordmann Spruce

PLEASE ORDER EARLY TO AVOID
DISAPPOINTMENT

Firewood - hardwood and softwood
logs also available

Please contact: WILL JONES on 07889 922 342
The deadline for December issue of The Leighton News is:

Wednesday 18h November
Please send your copy (as soon as possible) to:
DAVID HOLLOWAY 01938 570675 news@long-mountain.co.uk

