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... And a good time was had by all!
by Tony Garrett

On the afternoon of Sunday 20th December 2015 Leighton
Village Hall was decked out in it’s finest. Christmas
decorations swathed the walls, Christmas trees adorned
the entrance and tables were laid to accommodate the
celebration of the 30th Anniversary of
it’s creation. Over a hundred
villagers, acquaintances, family and
friends attended to meet and enjoy
the festivities of this joyous
occasion. It was lovely to see that
four generations of the Meade
family were present.
Everyone arrived to a
welcoming glass of mulled
wine expertly served by our
dear catering manager Teresa, although she would dispute
this title! The food tables were laden with delicious fare
catered by the Real Food Co, from sandwiches to
scrumptious cakes, the highlight of which (according to
Sarah), being the crumpets with Marmite and cheese and
the scones with strawberries and cream. All this
accompanied by bottomless cups of tea and coffee. Two

beautiful celebration cakes were made especially for the
occasion by Helena Williams, one depicting a picture of
the hall and a ‘30’ majestically decorated in gold, not
only did they look good but tasted extremely delicious.
It was splendid that a number of the
original steering committee attended the
tea and following a toast of Prosecco,
(ably served by Chris Walton and the
usual helpers), to the past and future
of the hall by the Chairman. It was a
great honour for the community that
Roma Tibbott cut the cake and a
thunderous round of applause
confirmed everyone’s appreciation.
With energy to burn from full
stomachs and glasses of bubbly, the gathering then
enjoyed raising the roof by singing Christmas carols in
beautiful harmony accompanied by Marion Stafford on
the piano.
As with all community occasions, this could not pass
without a small attempt at raising some funds, and so it
was that the raffle then took centre stage with a vast

array of high quality prizes. There was an extravagant
hamper as the first prize kindly donated by The Potter
Group. Many other prizes were donated and thanks
must go to Morrisons, Tesco, Coed y Dinas,
Nevilles, and members of the village.
Thanks also to the Village Hall Coffee
Club that held one of it’s infamous
coffee mornings in November to raise
funds that went towards raffle prizes
and sponsorship. The events of the
afternoon were captured on camera by
our roving photographer Jane Walton,
always in the right place at the right time.
To compliment the occasion an exhibition of the story of
the building of the hall was on display together with an
extensive array of photo albums, scrap books and
memorabilia of events and memories of the village.
Grateful thanks must go to Jane Walton, Bert Jones, Sylvia
Helliwell, Elizabeth Griffiths, Ann and John Markwick and
others who contributed so much of the contents of their
attic for this purpose. The video of the opening ceremony
was played on a loop quietly in the corner and it was
fascinating to see so many smiles of joy, and some of
embarrassment, as people recognised family, friends and
themselves thirty years ago. The exhibition continued
with a free Coffee Club on the following day, with more
cake, for people to browse at their leisure.

As a precursor to the day, a special colour edition of the
Leighton News was produced at the beginning of
December, by coincidence the 300th edition - a milestone
in itself. This was packed full of pictures of the
hall and light hearted articles of interest.
We must commend the efforts and
commitment of the villagers of thirty years
ago, led by Don Tibbott, who made the
building of the hall possible. It has afforded
the community an excellent venue that will
surely be treasured and appreciated for
years to come.
My thanks to all who helped make this occasion
a success.
Tony Garrett

Continued on page 4

BONUS PHOTOS

Leighton Village Hall
30th Anniversary Celebrations
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At the Exhibition

CHURCH SERVICES
February 2016

Date & Day

Leighton

Trelystan

Sunday 7th February
Sunday next before Lent

9.30am Holy Communion

3.00pm Family Service

Wednesday 10th February
Ash Wednesday

Benefice Service in Marton
7.30pm Holy Communion

Ann, John & Roma

Sunday 14th February/1st
Sunday of Lent

Derek & Lou Clare

Barry & Jean Griffin

We would like to congratulate the organisers of the Village Hall
30th anniversary, it was a first class party and exhibition. I was a
member of the original steering committee of 12 and to see the
minute books and scrap books brought back such good memories
of the whole village pulling together to raise funds. We held such a
variety of events, dances, fun days with duck races, grass track
racing, demonstrations, auctions, 200 club, cheese and wine
mornings and even manure selling and many more. Many thanks
for all your hard work it was a credit to you.
Email from Derek & Lou

3.00pm Holy Communion

Sunday 21st February
Second Sunday of Lent

3.00pm Evening service
with Holy Baptism

Sunday 28th February
Third Sunday of Lent

11.00am Family Service

Rotas for February 2016
Sidesmen

R & R TIBBOTT

Altar Flowers & Brass Cleaning

M DAVIES & D SCHOFIELD

Thank you to all the people who gave so generously when we went carol
singing around the village. We know that you were probably just desperate
for us to go away but your donations resulted in £37 for the NSPCC and £37
for MIND. We are very grateful and promise to practise more, ready for an
even better musical extravaganza next year. Watch out NHS choir.
Catherine and Holly

New Age Troubadours?
Jodie, Alannah & Jamie

David & Tony

Bert & Derek

Bonus Photos & the Carols Video

Sarah & Tony

As so often happens we are spoilt
for choice with the number of
pictures available. There’s no
favouritism - just what slots most
easily into the spaces available.
For this issue we are adding the
extra photos in additional pages to
the Flipbook version. So if you are
able to view this you will also be able
to enlarge and see them in full colour.
Go to www.LeightonNews.com
and click the link to view the
FlipBook for the February issue.

When you are looking at this page online, just click
this movie image to play the 3 minute video of the
spirited rendition of ‘Hark the Herald Angels Sing’.

The doorbell rang, and when our daughter answered it she called excitedly ‘Mum, Dad come
quickly - the Wren children are here!’ Standing on the doorstep were two bashful little boys,
clutching ukuleles and loosely dressed as crusaders.
Their faces were disguised with sticking plaster to represent helmets - one wore a pointed hat and
cloak while the other sported a decorated hat with a little bird perched on the front - the Wren?
A battered biscuit tin was placed invitingly at their feet encouraging more euro donations for the
Wren charity, set up many years ago by a priest to help destitute families. The wren is from an
ancient Irish legend relating to a wren that perched among the Crown of thorns at Christ's
crucifixion, trying to pluck the thorns away.
Apparently it’s a custom to collect on Saint Steven’s Day. As the boys began to strum their
ukuleles and sing an unrecognisable song we couldn’t help but feel happy and grateful, as we do
with our carol singers , that there are still customs observed that help others, while we are warm and
comfortable at home.
Happy New Year. from Sylvia
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Decades Ago
Years ago in December 1985 - as you may
have gathered by now - there was the
grand opening of the Leighton Village
Hall. The newsletter in February 2015 noted
the coming anniversary and asked for ideas to celebrate
the event. Tony Garrett, treasurer of the LVH took up
the challenge with the splendid results so many of us
enjoyed last month - the fabulous anniversary tea and
the excellent exhibition of posters, collages and so
many photo albums of years gone by.
Years ago in December 1975 - a personal
landmark. Patricia and I, along with Jodie
(aged 22 months), a large Newfoundland
dog and a small black cat, moved to Long
Mountain. And coming from the middle of London we
were completely unprepared for the amount of snow in
Wales. But we survived and after the first 15 years
global warming made things a lot less difficult - though
much less exciting!
Years ago in1965 the ladies of the Leighton
WI started a scrapbook to depict their lives
at the time. This is a wonderful archive
made with real paper, scissors and glue. It’s
full of fascinating artwork, photos and newspaper
clippings. A real picture of what was going on in
Leighton including an erstwhile neighbour we’ve never
seen looking so young! This is a treasure trove from the
mid-60s. We’ll feature some taster pages in future issues
and are thinking about the best ways to make the whole
volume available so everybody can trawl through it watch this space!

Steve

Patricia

HOLLY’S MARATHON FUND
I’m holding a coffee morning to raise funds on
Saturday 6th February at Church House in Welshpool,
from 9-12am, There will be a brik-a-brak stall, local
handmade crafts, cakes for sale, raffle, etc.

Village Grapevine
Elaine writes “The only story I have is about my Christmas wreath - a tasteful affair of plastic leaves and
shiny berries - which was stolen from my front door on December 22nd! Not sure if it was the same thief
who stole a rose bush in the summer, or if Leighton has numerous light fingered inhabitants! Sadly, they
have not yet stolen my plastic gnome - so at least they have some taste.”

................

BELATED BIRTHDAY WISHES to the ever youthful Phyllis Bayliss who has recently celebrated a
significant birthday. What birthday you ask? Well Marshall is adamant that he can’t say but its
somewhere between 69 and 71
More belated HAPPY BIRTHDAY wishes to Marjorie Cadwallader who celebrated her 91st birthday
on 23rd January 2016

Many thanks to people who have been so generous.
Not much to get now! Follow my fund raising for Mind:
www.virginmoneygiving.com/hollydyer_mind

On a different note, my son Zac (10), my daughter
Mackenzie (8) and I, are doing a swimathon for
Sports Relief. on Saturday 19th February we will be
swimming 5k (that's 200 lengths!!!) between us at
the Flash in Welshpool. We have a donation page:
http://my.sportrelief.com/sponsor/teammccourt

CONGRATULATIONS to James Evans on having
been asked to join the board of Halls the estate
agents, chartered surveyors, auctioneers and
valuers. James is seen here last summer with
his very proud father James Evans Snr. James
has worked for the company for 15 years and
manages Halls Welshpool office.

................

OUR COMMUNITY COUNCIL (Forden with Leighton
& Trelystan) have a website that publishes minutes,
agendas and contact details of all of our Councillors
which villagers may well find interesting.
www.fordenwithleightonandtrelystancc.co.uk

WHO IS THIS good looking young couple?

RINGING THE OLD YEAR OUT & THE NEW YEAR IN....
Well done to Andrew Griffiths for organising the
ringing of Leighton Church bells on the last day of
2015 and thank you to all the visiting and village
ringers for bringing a little bit of joy into our lives.

................

MARTON
The Second Best Marigold Hotel
January 29th at 7:30

Suffragette
February 26th

Tickets are £4.00 Under 16s £2.00.
Bar & refreshments. All welcome.

WELSHPOOL

The Longest
Ride
February 8th
at 7:00pm

Doors open at 6:30pm at the Assembly Room.
Tickets: £3.50 Refreshments available.

GET WELL SOON to several Leightonites who have
been poorly over Christmas. We have missed
seeing you all out and about in the village and
hope that 2016 will bring you better health.

CONGRATULATIONS to John & Jean Bennett
on their 50th Wedding Anniversary.

For your 2016 BOOKINGS of the Village Hall
for your parties and events then please
Tel: 0785 410 3058
or Email: villagehall@leightonnews.com

10

THELeighton
LEIGHTON
freedDIRECTORY
from
Welshpool’s School
Transformation Policy

December 2015 winners

January 2016 winners

£20 Eluned Tibbott & Lloyd

£20 Delia Sellers

£10 Phil & Barbara Mills

£10 Rachael Briggs

£10 Rob Jones

£10 David Sanders

£10 Sally Senior

£10 Bernard Oliver

£5 Brian Underhill

£5 Margery Davies

£5 Sylvia Helliwell

£5 Lee Allison

Good news indeed! Looking back at the February 2015 issue of the
newsletter, a lot of space was devoted to concerns that the village school
may be closed and/or amalgamated with another group of schools. It’s
pleasing to find that Powys County Council were able to respond to the
concerns of parents and governors with such a favourable result. Well done to all who
campaigned. Action and persistence can pay off. We a sure that with the leadership of Mr Lyn Hart
and his dynamic team the school will continue to go from strength to strength.

Leighton CP School Governing Body
receives Bronze Quality Award

Extra Special Christmas 2015 Draw
£20 Margaret Landgrebe
Congratulations to you all

£50 Pat Roberts

If you haven’t paid for your 100 club ticket for this year yet, please send it through to Catherine, she is presuming you want to
carry on if she hasn't heard otherwise. If you would like to join for the first time then it isn’t too late, just send your revised £11
entry fee and you will be included from February onwards. We are adding another £5 to our prize draw from Feb onwards.

The Welsh Government, in association with the
Directors of Education in Wales, has also recently
awarded the school governing body the Governors
Wales Bronze Award, recognising the excellent and
professional work carried out by the team.
Particular thanks goes to Mrs Linda Corfield who
coordinated the attainment of the award.

If someone would like to take over this job please contact Rachel or Catherine. Catherine has set it all up for this year, all that is
left is the lovely job of doing the draw each month and delivering the prize money—a great way to meet people in the village,
and they are always pleased to see you!
We will be running a Pop-up Pub on Saturday 5th March with a quiz and games —see next month’s newsletter for more details
and we also aim to run a “Race Night” later in the year.
Next show meeting Thursday 4th Feb at 7:15pm in the gallery to discuss the date and ideas for this year. Please come along to
the meeting if you were involved last year or you want to be involved this year—the more the merrier, new ideas are always
welcome as are offers of help. Come and help us keep our village show at the top of the local show circuit.

CHRISTMAS HAT

Competition
Winners!
Nursery/ Bella!

Application to join Leighton 100 Club 2016
Name :
Address :
Postcode :

Email address :

£12 payment enclosed cash

cheque

"

1.
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made payable to LEG 100 Club

Signature :

Year 1: Skye!
Year 2: Maddie!

Please send form and payment to : Catherine Williams, Caeberllan, Hope, Welshpool, Powys SY21 8HF
A certificate will be issued for all numbers. If you would like more than one application then please list
them and attach them to this form. Thank you for your ongoing support.

Year 3: Jack!
Year 4: Charlie!
Year 5: Sam!
Year 6: Scott!

It is the Queen’s 90th Birthday this year—officially celebrated between the 12th-15th May. Would you
like the village to celebrate this wonderful occasion—if so how? Flower Festival? Tea Party? 1920’s
themed fete/party? Bring your ideas to the meeting in the gallery on Thursday 4th Feb at 7:15pm
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THE LEIGHTON DIRECTORY 1.
MID-WALES & BORDERS PEST CONTROL

COOKSON TRAVEL LTD

Wasps, Flies, Moles, Rats and Mice:
whatever your pest, we can help.
Call Simon on
01938 556807 or 07811 637896
mwbpestcontrol@gmail.com
www.midwalesborderspestcontrol.co.uk
Simon Johns (RSPH Level 2) Technician

Group Travel for all occasions
16 to 57 seat Coaches
Personal and friendly service
Tel: 01938 553465

HAVE YOU THOUGHT OF
MAKING OR UPDATING

YOUR WILL AND LPA?
Wills £85
Lasting Power of Attorney (LPA) £150
Call PAUL HUMPHREYS Today:

cooksongrouptravel@yahoo.co.uk
Hope Lane : Welshpool : SY21 8HF

KINGSWOOD FRAMES & MIRRORS

JANE WILLIAMS HAIRDRESSING

Framers, Carvers, Gilders, Restorers

Phone: 07989 349386

Tim Haysell

Mobile hairdressing, cuts, colours,perms.

Unit 2, Offa’s Dyke Business Park

New from 2016, hair extension and also

Tel: 01938 554985
Fax: 01938 554901

PETER WHALE
Decorating Contractor

Quality Workmanship

Tel: 01938 535050 for
your free estimate
Mobile:
07870 274228
Email:
peter.whaledecorating@gmail.com

BROOKLYN KENNELS
AND CATTERY
Gerry Hill and John Nunn

01938 580346
info@brooklyn-kennels-cattery.co.uk

ANDREW THOMAS
Agricultural Contracting and
Septic Tank Emptying

01938 553219

THE LEIGHTON DIRECTORY 2.

QUALITY BRIDAL HAIR SERVICE.

01691 652233
www.Asset-Wealth-Preservation.co.uk

WINDOW & SOLAR PANEL
CLEANING
Local Service for Residential
and Commercial Properties
Free Quotes and Affordable Rates

j.williams364@btinternet.com

01938 570854 or 07779 837268
www.welshpoolwindowcleaning.co.uk

OAKLEAF JOINERY

FEEL GREAT WITH ALOE VERA

Roy Maddox
Building and Joinery Services
Unit 6, Leighton Centre

01938 553748

Paddock Electrical Ltd
Established 22 Years
Testing and Inspection
Fire Alarms/Emergency Lighting
Installations & Rewires
Electrical Condition Reports
Solar Panel Installation
www.paddockelectrical.co.uk
Tel 01938 555521 Email info@paddockelectrical.co.uk

FIREWOOD
Hardwood Logs cut to size for fireplace
or wood burner. Trailer Loads delivered.
Bulk Bags for collection.

Call BEN on

01743 884 403
or 07971 171576

Superb quality Aloe Vera and bee products.
Drinks, treatment creams, supplements,
personal care, skin care, weight management,
cosmetics, animal care (domestic and farm).
Special gift ideas. 60-day, money-back guarantee.
Try some products at home free.
Carol and Paul Harris 01938 553430
carol@aloevera.uk.net www.bit.ly/carolshop

LEIGHTON GARDENING SERVICES
For lawn-mowing, verge
clearing, paddock cutting,
cultivating, long-reach hedge
clipping, patio cleaning,
fencing, and any other
gardening needs.

Contact: 01938 570241 or 07813 720080

CELTICMOON DOGGY DAYCARE
& HOME BOARDING
Does your dog hate being left alone while you're at work,
on holiday or just out for the day? We can board your dog
in our home where he will enjoy woodland walks, canine
companions and lots of cuddles.We are licenced, insured
and Kennel Club Assured.
Contact Elaine on 01938 559128
or email: info@celticmoonhounds.com

BEAUTY BY AMANDA
Ultimate Non-Surgical Face-Lift * Massages*
Tanning * Shellac manicures * Hair Removal *
Hot Stone Massage
For an appointment or consultation contact Amanda
on 01938 580002 or 07950 385215
“Beauty By Amanda Welshpool” for special offers
or e-mail amandaspencer@sky.com
Also available Spray Tan Parties; Consultant for “Arbonne”

SPLASH Plumbing & Heating Engineers
GAS SAFE & OFTEC Registered. Fully Trained and CRBchecked staff. Free Quotation and Advice. Installation,
Service and Repair, from a tap washer to a complete
plumbing/heating installation. 24-hour Emergency Call Out
available to our customers. Fully Insured.

Call your local plumbers on:
01938 580113 or 07800 552026

N. J. EVANS AND SON
Your Local Established Central Heating Specialists in Welshpool
Established over 40 years

Planned Annual Maintenance on Oil, Gas & LPG Central
Heating Boilers with 24 Hour Breakdown Cover.
Free quotations on new efficient central heating boilers.
Now is a good time to act and save money on fuel costs.
Showrooms at 1 & 2 Jehu Road, Welshpool
Tel: 01938 552976

BABY MASSAGE

BOOKKEEPING SOLUTIONS

I offer baby massage in the comfort of your own home.

A cost effective bookkeeping service for small to
medium size businesses. Services include
computerised accounting, VAT Returns,
management accounts.
IAB Registered

The benefits of baby massage are: Promotes deeper
sleep * Develops baby muscle tone and co-ordination *
Helps reduce colic and discomfort from wind * Aids
baby’s digestion * Strengthens baby’s immune system *
Relaxes parent/baby/whole family

Juli 01691 860283 www.julimoran.com

GARRETTS LTD
Tel: 01938 580533
e-mail: garrettsmail@btinternet.com
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THE
SARAH EVANS
ADVERTISE
HERE!
PROPERTY SERVICES

This space
has just
become
OFFERING
RESIDENTIAL
AND COMMERCIAL
LANDLORDS
A
PERSONAL
AND
PROFESSIONAL
available. A brilliant opportunity to
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT SERVICE
promote
your business or service.
Regulated by RICS
Email:
news@long-mountain.co.uk
CONTACT:
SARAH EVANS B.Sc.(Hons) MRICS
T: 07989 175441 E: sarahevans.ps@btinternet.com
OrCastle
phone
570
675
A:
View,01938
Leighton
SY21
8HH

££££££££££££
Do you know someone who would like
some extra income
part-time, working from home?
Students? Retired people? Young mums?
If so, please contact Carol Harris
on 01938 553430 for more information

DI STEVENS

THE HERBERT ARMS, CHIRBURY

MCSP HPC Reg

01938 561216

Chartered Human and Animal Physiotherapist

Lunches and evening meals served daily,
apart from Tuesday.
Sunday Roast lunch, with dessert, for only £10!
Local Ales Available

07808 529925
Helping you and your loved ones reduce pain
and restore movement
Home Visits Available

Happy Hour, Monday to Friday 5—7 p.m.

Many thanks to our sponsors of the Leighton News this month
Paddock Electrical Ltd was established in 1992. We are a family run business
providing offering a complete range of electrical services for home or business
throughout Powys and Shropshire. Our electricians are fully trained to the
industry standards. We pride ourselves on offering a service which offers
solutions which are both safe and compliant with the current edition of the
BS7671 wiring regulations. Our work is completed promptly, on time and out of
hours if necessary. All of our work is guaranteed - your satisfaction is our reputation.

DOMESTIC
REWIRING

SOLAR
INSTALLATIONS

COMMERCIAL
INSTALLATIONS

TESTING &
INSPECTION

www.paddockelectrical .co.uk

The deadline for March issue of The Leighton News is:
Friday 19th February 2016
Please send your copy (as soon as possible) to:
DAVID HOLLOWAY 01938 570675 news@long-mountain.co.uk

