The

L

www.LeightonNews.com

eighton
April 2016

N

ews
Number 303

Waiting for Spring

Oscar & Henry

This month’s issue is kindly sponsored by:
ALEXANDERS of WELSHPOOL
See leaflet inside and back cover for further information
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FUND RAISING EVENTS for TRELYSTAN CHURCH
We are renovating the kitchen so we are trying to raise the money
to cover the cost with these two events.

CHURCH SERVICES
April 2016

On 7th April, there is a Spring Fair in the Church House, Welshpool
9am till 12 noon. Any donations of cakes would be much appreciated .
Also on 14th May, Alan Herbert is singing at Marton village hall
starting at 8:00pm. Tickets are £10 to include supper — there will
also be a bar and a raffle.

Date & Day
Sunday 27th March
Easter Sunday
rd

Sunday 3 April
2nd Sunday of Easter
Monday 4th April
The Annunciation

Leighton

Trelystan

11.00am Festival Communion

3.00pm Festival Communion

9.30am Holy Communion

3.00pm Family Service

Tickets are available from the jewellers in Welshpool or from:
Christine Jerman tel: 01938 553 301 or Alan Crowe tel: 07782 166
342

A Vacancy exists for a Community Councillor for
the Forden Ward of the Community Council
You must be a British, Commonwealth, Irish or a European Union citizen and

Benefice Service in Chirbury
7.30pm Holy Communion

be 18 years of age or over: and meet at least one of the following criteria:
• Registered as a local government elector for the area named above; or

Sunday 10th April
3rd Sunday of Easter

3pm Holy Communion

• During the whole of the last 12 months occupied as owner or tenant land
or other premises in the community name above; or
• Your principal or only place of work during the last 12 months has been in

Sunday 17th April
4th Sunday of Easter

the community name above; or

6.30pm Evensong

• You have during the whole of the last 12 months resided in the
Community or within 4.8 kilometres of it.

Sunday 24th April
5th Sunday of Easter

11.00am Family Service

Rotas for April 2016
Sidesmen

SARAH & JAMES EVANS Altar Flowers & Brass Cleaning

J & D SANDERS

Leighton
Churchyard
It is time again for our spring tidy-up of the churchyard. If you can spare a
little time on Saturday April 16th 9.30am - 12.00noon it would be much
appreciated and you will be rewarded with coffee and biscuits or, maybe cake!

If you are interested in representing your Community,
please apply in writing to the Clerk:
Ms H Stanierat Corndon View, Forden, Welshpool, SY21 8LZ
Or telephone 01938 580066
Closing Date: 20th April 2016
READERS’ BARGAINS for SALE
MEOS 15” PORTABLE TV with
integrated DVD player
Suitable for caravan or motor home.
Can be connected to a computer.
Hardly used and in excellent
condition. Complete with cables and full instructions.
£45
Call Laura Poole: 01938 556 911

BUFFET SERVER & WARMING TRAY
Electric food warmer with 3
separate pans on one tray. Perfect
for family gatherings. Keeps food hot
without overcooking. Only used once.
£25 ono
Call Ann Whale: 01938 535 050 or 07415 423 122
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A real glossy colour supplement
in this issue just in time to cheer us up
for spring! As well as the sponsors
and regular trade directory this
month we also have a few additional
advertising offers. New items
always attract the eye of bargain
hunters — i.e. all of us.
There are often enquiries but we don’t
actually have a ‘rate card’ for one-off adverts. So
to be fair to all our sponsors and regular directory
members, from now on we will ask for small
donations — according to space needed — for
selling personal items and single extra trade
promotions.
Of course, the vast majority of items appear free
of charge because they are community announcements, social events, charity fund raising and
activities using the facilities of the village hall —
the very raison d'être for the newsletter itself.
This page in particular features non-profit
making events in the surrounding area that may be
of interest to readers. Let us know if you have
attended any of these. Has anyone been tempted to
abandon their television for the pleasures of the
big screen at Marton or Welshpool? If so, why not
send in a short review? Was the film any good?
What was the venue like? — comfortable seats?
Could you hear the dialogue easily?
To show the way the little piece opposite is a
quick report of the February NADFAS meeting at
the Royal Oak
Steve

Patricia

National Association of
Decorative & Fine Arts Societies
There was a another record attendance at the
January meeting of the North Powys branch of
NADFAS. Group Captain Michael Clegg's talk
was entitled 'In The Realms Of Osiris Spectacular Egyptian Art', The vote of thanks
was given by Avril Hart, Chairman.
The society meets on the fourth Thursday of each month
in the Powis Suite of the Royal Oak Hotel, Welshpool, at
2.30pm. Non-members may to attend, though a donation
of £5 toward costs is requested.
Members receive several benefits, including lectures, visits
to places of interest, study courses, regular glossy magazines
and a NADFAS discount card.
The April lecture takes place on
Thursday the 28th, when
Fenella Bazin's topic will be:
The Vikings Abroad — how Norse
settlers lived in the Isle of Man
For further information contact
roger.brown001@btinternet.com or avril@avrilhart.com
The Realms Of Osiris
Group Captain Michael Clegg gave a
splendidly illustrated talk about ancient
Egyptian funeral practices and their concepts
of the afterlife. Osiris was an Egyptian god,
usually identified as the god of the afterlife,
the underworld, and the dead, but also as
the god of transition, resurrection,
and regeneration. Michael Clegg was not only very
eloquent about the mythology but also an expert
on hieroglyphics — he gave us fascinating
interpretations of a series of cartouches (right) which
are descriptions of Pharaohs’ throne names

Village Grapevine

What a coincidence. Last month we wished Kim
Davies, the first of Leightons 'Famous Five' girls a Happy
50th and a couple of days later Kim's son Oliver was in
North Thailand on his travels and Oli and his friend had
ridden their scooters up to see a temple in Chang Mai. Oli
thought a girl across the way looked familiar only to find it
was Rachel Trow, daughter of Julie Evans. They had no
idea the other was in the country. Small world!

Leighton Short Mat Bowls Club recently celebrated
the 90th birthday in January of one of its long-standing
members Mott Jones. Mott has been a member for
over 25 years and is a regular player throughout the
Club's winter season in the village hall.

And now — another Happy 50th birthday on14th April to the aforementioned Julie Evans.

Congratulations and Well Done to Liz Evans of the Pentre on recently qualifying as a Midwife

Hedges —thanks to Haydn and Sarah Jones for cutting and clearing the Village Hall hedge at the edge of the Car Park.
It was with great sadness that we all learnt of the passing of Graham Lloyd, known to many of us as DC, of
Severn Banks, Leighton. We send our love to the beautiful Barb, Rikki and all the family and hope that the
many happy memories help at what must be such a sad time for you all.
Thank you from the Events
Group to everyone who
supported the Pop-Up-Pub
in the village hall.
These photos show some of
the revellers who eagerly
completed the quiz.

ST DAVID'S DAY SERVICE
MARTON

Spectre
Friday
1st April
at 7:30

Tickets are £4.00. Under 16s £2.00.
Bar and refreshments. All welcome.

WELSHPOOL

A Royal
Night Out
Monday
11th April
at 7:00pm

Doors open at 6:30pm at the Assembly Room.
Tickets: £3.50 Refreshments available.

The St David’s Day service in Leighton Church was a great success
with a lot of thought put into it by Revs Robert and Bill who also
decorated the Church with an inflatable daffodil and dragon and
we enjoyed Welsh cakes provided by Teresa, coffee by Elisabeth
and sherry by Roma, despite the fact that we learnt that St David
was teetotal — which is surprising as he was actually born in
Wales! (We learnt that none of the other 3 UK patron saints were
born in the countries they are patron of). The service finished
with a memorable and passionate rendition of ‘Hen Wlad fy
Nhadau’ sung at great volume by Gethin Edwards. Even the
blow-up dragon had a tear in his eye. Diolch Geth.
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NATIONAL GARDENS SCHEME
LOCAL GARDENS OPEN FOR CHARITY
Spring is here and the National Gardens Scheme open gardens
are underway. With your help last year The National Gardens
Scheme donated over £2.6 million to Marie Curie, Macmillan,
Help the Hospices and other caring charities of which over
£13,000 was raised here in North Powys. Final figures will be
announced on 17 March 2016. Do come and visit one of our
beautiful gardens, you will have a wonderful afternoon with
delicious tea and cakes and your admission ticket will have
helped the cancer and caring charities. We also have a number
of gardens that open for private visits for groups of friends or
societies so why not arrange a private visit. Discover more at
www.ngs.org.uk or pick up our new 2016 Powys leaflet at your
local library.
Susan Paynton, County Organiser Tel: 01686 650531

1 Church Bank, Welshpool SY21 7DR Mel & Heather Parkes 01938 559112; melandheather@live.co.uk AprilSeptember. Walk through the ground floor of this 17th century town house into a large garden room which also houses a museum
of tools from different trades. Mystic pool of smoke and sounds. Outside a Gothic arch and zig zag path
leads to a shell grotto and bonsai garden, fernery and many unusual features. Sounds of water fill the air
and
interesting plants fill the intimate space. £3.50 per person; homemade teas available by arrangement
Cyfie Farm, Llanfihangel, Llanfyllin SY22 5JE Group Captain Neil & Mrs Claire Bale 01691 648451;
info@cyfiefarm.co.uk April – October 48 hours notice please. Beautiful 1 acre hillside garden with
spectacular views of Vyrnwy valley and Welsh hills. Linger over the roses or wander through the
woodland garden with rhododendrons and bluebell banks. Many places to sit and contemplate the
stunning views. Wild flower meadow and garden sculptures. Unusual garden statues. Spectacular
Views, peaceful setting. Partial wheelchair access. £4 per person; light refreshments available
Holly Cottage, Great Argoed, Mellington Nr Montgomery SY15 6TH Martin and Allison Walter
allison.walter2@btinternet.com April-August. Started from scratch in 2007, this naturalistic garden at 800ft has
spectacular views; 80m long perennial/wildflower border; 'Tree Bank' with 30+ fruit & ornamental trees & 2000+ spring
bulbs and further developing wildflower/perennial planting. Colourful planting around house: walled terrace cascading
with flowers, alpine bank, 'Fruit & Flower' garden; Welsh slate garden; spring wildflower bank.
£4 per person; homemade teas by arrangement

Maesfron Hall in Trewern — Opens on 10 April

Easter Sunday 27 and Monday 28 March 2-5pm
Oak Cottage, 23 High Street, Welshpool SY21 7JP. Adm £3 Chd free Entered from Bowling Green Lane which runs
parallel to the High St in centre of Welshpool. Revamped during the last 2yrs this is a plantsman's small and hidden
garden providing an oasis of green in the town centre. Gravel paths and stepping stones meander through a wide variety
of plants, incl unusual species. Alpines are a favourite (more enthusiasm than knowledge!). Gravel paths and steep slope
at entrance. Refreshments and plants for sale.Wheelchair access. Featured in Welsh Country Magazine

LEIGHTON VILLAGE HALL
RENOVATION The Village Hall in Leighton
will be closed over Easter due to extensive
refurbishment of the toilets. Apologies
for any inconvenience but the
conveniences are being made more
convenient. It will be worth it!

BOOKINGS
Tel: 0785 410 3058
Email: villagehall@leightonnews.com

Sunday 3 April 11-4pm
Gregynog Hall and Garden,Tregynon, Newtown SY16 3PW. Adm £3 chd £1 to NGS today
Grade I listed garden set within 750 acres of Gregynog Estate which was designated a National Nature Reserve in 2013.
Fountains, lily lake and water garden. A mass display of rhododendrons and yew hedge create a spectacular backdrop to
the sunken lawns. Thousands of daffodils in Spring. Courtyard café serving morning coffee, light lunches and Welsh
afternoon teas. Some gravel paths. Wheelchair access

LUNCH
DINNER
12:00-3:00pm 5:30-9:30pm
Sunday Roasts 12:-4:00pm

The following gardens are open by arrangement - just give the owners a ring for a lovely afternoon out:
Fraithwen, Tregynon, Newtown SY16 3EW March-October Adm £3.50 Sydney Thomas: 01686 650307
1.5 acre established garden with herbaceous borders, rockeries and ponds. Planted with rare plants for year round
interest. Plants in flower every day of the year – spring bulbs and alpines, Alstroemaria collection,lilies. Newly
refurbished pool. Partial wheelchair access. Some steps, gravel and slopes.
Plas Dinam, Llandinam SY17 5DQ March-November for groups 10+ (ex school holidays) Adm £4
Eldrydd Lamp 07415 503554; eldrydd@plasdinam.co.uk
12 acres of fabulous gardens, lawns and woodland set at the foot of glorious rolling hills with spectacular views across
the Severn Valley. Parkland setting. Spring - lots of daffodils and spring blossom. May to July - wild flower meadows
with wild orchids. Autumn - glorious colour. The home of Lord Davies and his family since 1884 until recently (house
not open) homemade teas by arrangement
Tan-y-Llyn, Meifod SY22 6YB March-November Adm £3.50 homemade teas by arrangement. Callum Johnston &
Brenda Moor: 01938 500370 The garden sits on the side of Broniarth Hill above the Vyrnwy Valley. Shrubs and
perennials border the grass paths running along the contours: wild hedges are punctuated with porthole views before
merging into the surrounding woodland. The garden hovers between clipped control and barely tamed nature. Situated at
550ft, south facing and sheltered; the soil is well drained, slightly acid clay loam.

NEW ZUMBA® FITNESS CLASS!!
AT LEIGHTON VILLAGE HALL
Every Wednesday from 6:30 - 7:30 pm
Not so much a class as a party!
EXTRA Class on Thursdays at 10 am
Contact Adriana: Tel:01938 555 260 / 0779 629 3579
Email: AdrianaH.Zumba@gmail.com

NEW EARLY BIRD MENU
Monday - Thursday 5:30-7:00pm
2 courses for £12.50

Watch Bryn in action

Now taking bookings for Easter Sunday!
THE NAGS HEAD INN Tel: 01686 640 600

www.nagsheadgarthmyl.co.uk
OFFER up to 4 people only
10% SPECIAL
for readers of the Leighton News

DISCOUNT

Please bring this coupon with you to claim your reduction
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Leighton C.P. School
February & March News
The school newsletter was not quite ready in time for our last issue so this
month we can cover the exciting activities from both February and March

Offa and Hafren classes had a real treat last month when Summer and her Dad brought a live owl into
school for a ‘show and tell’ activity. The owl was very friendly, waving with his wings to the children.
Summer presented some interesting facts to the classes and Dad answered questions. The visit was
excellent and we all really enjoyed having the opportunity to get so close to such an amazing bird.

CRIW CYMRAEG
We have a new group in school — with representatives from
every year group in school Criw Cymraeg will meet regularly
with Mrs Senior, and our Welsh teacher
Mrs Andrews, to promote Welsh
speaking around the school,
especially during break and lunch
times. Criw Cymraeg will also be
responsible for awarding the best
speakers with Token yn Cymraeg’s.

Well done to all recent Leighton participants in the area cross country
run, and swimming gala, but especially to Mackenzie McCourt who
has qualified to take part in the next round of swimming gala
competitions, and also finished a close 2nd place in the cross
country run at Llanfair Caereinion High School last week.

As part of National Shakepeare
celebrations, commemorating 400 years
since his death, Year 5/6 Elystan Class are
taking part in a performance at Theatre
Hafren on Wednesday 16th March.
Leighton pupils will perform a song they
wrote themselves, supported by visiting
musicians from the performance, on
stage, in front of an audience of school
children and teachers from around
Powys. Leighton pupils are very proud
to be the only school represented in
such a way and I am sure all will
thoroughly enjoy the chance to perform their own compostion, live, in the theatre; well done to all
involved! A full report on the performance will follow in our next newsletter.

In February pupils celebrated Chinese
New Year by engaging in Chinese activities,
dressing in a Chinese theme, and being
visited by Jenny Davies, who presented
photographs, stories and artefacts gathered from her travels around China last year.
On March 1st pupils celebrated St
David’s Day with a special assembly
featuring music, traditional Welsh
songs, poetry and stories, sharing the
story of St David, dressing in a Welsh
theme, and making Welsh cakes.
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Westwood Pub, Salop Rd, Welshpool
Saturday 9th April 7.30pm for 8pm
Teams of 4, tickets £3 per person
1st prize: 4 bottles of wine and a round of drinks
(donated by the Westwood)
Spot prizes and exciting ‘marathon bingo’!
PLUS great prize raffle and free nibbles
There are only 15 tables of 4 available
Tickets must be booked before the event
Please call Holly on 07826 063289 or email
to book

Just a reminder that this year’s show will be on:

NO mobile phones or googling allowed!
The quiz will be special in that all questions will
relate to marathons, running or mental health.
Here are two sample questions:
1 Who are the ‘Ever Presents’ at the London marathon?
2 What have the 72 stone steps at the entrance of
the Philadelphia Museum of Art, become known as?
All proceeds will go to Holly’s Mind Marathon fundraising.

next page
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RACE NIGHT

SCHEDULE
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THE LEIGHTON DIRECTORY 1.
MID-WALES & BORDERS PEST CONTROL

COOKSON TRAVEL LTD

Wasps, Flies, Moles, Rats and Mice:
whatever your pest, we can help.
Call Simon on
01938 556807 or 07811 637896
mwbpestcontrol@gmail.com
www.midwalesborderspestcontrol.co.uk
Simon Johns (RSPH Level 2) Technician

Group Travel for all occasions
16 to 57 seat Coaches
Personal and friendly service
Tel: 01938 553465
cooksongrouptravel@yahoo.co.uk
Hope Lane : Welshpool : SY21 8HF

KINGSWOOD FRAMES & MIRRORS

JANE WILLIAMS HAIRDRESSING

Framers, Carvers, Gilders, Restorers

Phone: 07989 349386

Tim Haysell

Mobile hairdressing, cuts, colours,perms.

Unit 2, Offa’s Dyke Business Park

New from 2016, hair extension and also

Tel: 01938 554985
Fax: 01938 554901
Leighton has a Post Office again with the arrival

QUALITY BRIDAL HAIR SERVICE.
j.williams364@btinternet.com

of our NEW Mobile Post Office van that visits the

PETER WHALE

Church Gates each Monday and Thursday
10.15am - 11am.

Decorating Contractor

The Mobile Post Office offers everything that

Tel: 01938 535050 for
your free estimate

Welshpool Post Office has but without the
parking issues and the queues WIN WIN. The

Quality Workmanship

Mobile:
07870 274228

Postmaster AJ also has Chelsea buns for sale and
will bring bread from Evans or Talerddig Bakery so

Email:
peter.whaledecorating@gmail.com

OAKLEAF JOINERY
Roy Maddox
Building and Joinery Services
Unit 6, Leighton Centre

01938 553748

get your orders in. It also has full disabled access.
Please remember to use this new venture as it

Gerry Hill & John Nunn

Tel: 01938 580346

relies on a regular take up.

Paddock Electrical Ltd
Established 22 Years
Testing and Inspection
Fire Alarms/Emergency Lighting
Installations & Rewires
Electrical Condition Reports
Solar Panel Installation

info@brooklyn-kennels-cattery.co.uk
For the launch day coffee was provided in Leighton Church with
14 people in total squashed into the vestry snuggled around a
two bar electric fire. That is until the fire expired! Then 10 mins
later there was a tap on the door and in came Laura and Pat who

ANDREW THOMAS
Agricultural Contracting and

donated a new heater in payment for their coffee. Such a kind

Septic Tank Emptying

gesture appreciated by all. Thanks to Teresa, Roma and Ann for

01938 553219

the coffee and biscuits and to Rachel for organising the visiting
Post Office van.

www.paddockelectrical.co.uk
Tel 01938 555521 Email info@paddockelectrical.co.uk

THE VINYL REVIVAL!
Old and new vinyl needs
HI-Fi Sound from Inheritance Tracks

HEAR the difference — no more

£6.75
1,000s of sales worldwide since 1985
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THE LEIGHTON DIRECTORY 2.
HAVE YOU THOUGHT OF
MAKING OR UPDATING

YOUR WILL AND LPA?
Wills £85
Lasting Power of Attorney (LPA) £150
Call PAUL HUMPHREYS Today:

01691 652233
www.Asset-Wealth-Preservation.co.uk

WINDOW & SOLAR PANEL
CLEANING
Local Service for Residential
and Commercial Properties
Free Quotes and Affordable Rates

CELTICMOON DOGGY DAYCARE
& HOME BOARDING
Does your dog hate being left alone while you're at work,
on holiday or just out for the day? We can board your dog
in our home where he will enjoy woodland walks, canine
companions and lots of cuddles.We are licenced, insured
and Kennel Club Assured.
Contact Elaine on 01938 559128
or email: info@celticmoonhounds.com

Come along and try our
new menu of traditional
homemade British fayre.
For further info or to book
a table please call:
01938 553076
ALL LIVE SPORTS SHOWN IN THE BAR

MCSP HPC Reg

01938 561216

Chartered Human and Animal Physiotherapist

Lunches and evening meals served daily,
apart from Tuesday.
Sunday Roast lunch, with dessert, for only £10!
Local Ales Available

07808 529925
Helping you and your loved ones reduce pain
and restore movement
Home Visits Available

Happy Hour, Monday to Friday 5—7 p.m.

Many thanks to our sponsors this month

GAS SAFE & OFTEC Registered. Fully Trained and CRBchecked staff. Free Quotation and Advice. Installation,
Service and Repair, from a tap washer to a complete
plumbing/heating installation. 24-hour Emergency Call Out
available to our customers. Fully Insured.

Call your local plumbers on:
01938 580113 or 07800 552026

N. J. EVANS AND SON
Your Local Established Central Heating Specialists in Welshpool
Established over 40 years

Planned Annual Maintenance on Oil, Gas & LPG Central
Heating Boilers with 24 Hour Breakdown Cover.
Free quotations on new efficient central heating boilers.
Now is a good time to act and save money on fuel costs.

Alexanders of Welshpool is one of
the best stocked cook shops in the
Mid Wales specialising in Kitchen,
Camping and Gardening Products

Showrooms at 1 & 2 Jehu Road, Welshpool
Tel: 01938 552976

Tel: 01938 552 329
FUNERAL CELEBRANT
Juli Moran
Trained, caring professional who meets with the
family at their time of loss. I create a unique,
personal ceremony to honour and celebrate the life
of your loved one. Contact me directly, or give my
details to your local funeral director.
01691 860283 www.julimoran.com/funerals

Do you know someone who would like
some extra income
part-time, working from home?
Students? Retired people? Young mums?
If so, please contact Carol Harris
on 01938 553430 for more information

Ultimate Non-Surgical Face-Lift * Massages*
Tanning * Shellac manicures * Hair Removal *
Hot Stone Massage
For an appointment or consultation contact Amanda
on 01938 580002 or 07950 385215
“Beauty By Amanda Welshpool” for special offers
or e-mail amandaspencer@sky.com

SPLASH Plumbing & Heating Engineers

Contact: 01938 570241 or 07813 720080

UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP

THE HERBERT ARMS, CHIRBURY

FEEL GREAT WITH ALOE VERA

For lawn-mowing, verge
clearing, paddock cutting,
cultivating, long-reach hedge
clipping, patio cleaning,
fencing, and any other
gardening needs.

PUB & KITCHEN

££££££££££££

DI STEVENS

Also available Spray Tan Parties; Consultant for “Arbonne”

LEIGHTON GARDENING SERVICES

GREEN DRAGON INN

BEAUTY BY AMANDA

01938 570854 or 07779 837268
www.welshpoolwindowcleaning.co.uk

Superb quality Aloe Vera and bee products.
Drinks, treatment creams, supplements,
personal care, skin care, weight management,
cosmetics, animal care (domestic and farm).
Special gift ideas. 60-day, money-back guarantee.
Try some products at home free.
Carol and Paul Harris 01938 553430
carol@aloevera.uk.net www.bit.ly/carolshop

THE LEIGHTON DIRECTORY 3.

29 Broad Street, Welshpool SY21 7RW

BOOKKEEPING SOLUTIONS
A cost effective bookkeeping service for small to
medium size businesses. Services include
computerised accounting, VAT Returns,
management accounts.
IAB Registered
GARRETTS LTD
Tel: 01938 580533
e-mail: garrettsmail@btinternet.com

The deadline for May issue of The Leighton News is:
Monday 18th April 2016
Please send copy to: DAVID HOLLOWAY 01938 570675 news@long-mountain .co.uk

LEIGHTON NEWS MAY 2016 ISSUE
Out on 25th April

