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CHURCH SERVICES
December2016

Date/Day

Leighton

Sunday 4th December
2nd Sunday of Advent

Trelystan

9.30 am
Holy Communion BR

Sunday 11th December
3rd Sunday of Advent

3.00 pm
Holy Communion RL

Sunday 18th December
4th Sunday of Advent

6.30 pm
Carol Service RL

Wednesday 21st December
Friday 23rd December
Saturday 24th December
Christmas Eve

3pm Crib Service RL

Sunday 25th December
Christmas Day

Sidesmens

11.00 am
Christmas Communion RL

LEIGHTON CHURCH ROTAS FOR DECEMBER

J BENNETT & P BAYLISS

Altar Brass & Flowers
R TIBBOTT & JANE WALTON

On Tuesday 20th December there will be Carol Singing around Leighton.
All welcome. Please come and join in if you are able to - we need lots of
help. Meet by the church at 6:00 pm. Bring a torch and a loud voice - ability
to sing optional, enthusiasm and Christmas spirit essential. This year, all
proceeds will be given to support the children of Syrian Refugees so please
give generously when we call at your house (and we might go away more
quickly!) If you are able to take part please let me know on 555 329. Many
thanks, Catherine Williams
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CHURCH SERVICES
January 201

Date/Day

Chirbury

Sunday 1st January
Naming & Circumcision
of Jesus

11.00 am
Holy Communion RL

Sunday 8th January
The Baptism of Christ

10.15 am
Morning Worship EB

Sunday 15th January
2nd Sunday after
Epiphany

11.00 am
Holy Communion BR

Sunday 22nd January
3rd Sunday after
Epiphany

Sidesmens

Trelystan

9.30 am
Holy Communion RL
7.30 pm
Festival Communion
BR preach RL celebrate

Friday 6th January
Epiphany

Sunday 29th January
Presentation of Christ

Leighton

3.00 pm
Holy Communion RL

3.00 pm Evensong BR
11.00 am
Morning Worship RL

10am Benefice Holy
Communion
RL (P)
BR (C)
celebrate

LEIGHTON CHURCH ROTAS FOR DECEMBER

J MARKWICK & ANN MARKWICK

Altar Brass & Flowers
M DAVIES & D SCHOFIELD

LEIGHTON VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
There were 8 members of the management committee and 1 visitor at the meeting on 7th Nov.
The drainage in the LVH field has temporarily been resolved but more work needed. The drop in
the grants received from PCC was discussed and ways of hiring LVH out on some weekday
mornings was discussed and the School to be approached.
The booking charges to increase nominally from 1st January 2017 and each hirer to be notified
individually of the agreed prices. The lack of any road edge white lines at the car park entrance
to be reported to PCC Highways. Christmas Decorating of the hall for everyone’s enjoyment
will be done on Monday 28th Nov. School pergola at back of LVH discussed.
Various fundraising options for LVH were explored and decided that LVH need to compile an extensive program
of fundraising in 2017 to make up the projected shortfall starting with a fun Bingo evening.
Next meeting is Monday 16th January 2017 at 7pm in LVH gallery. Everyone most welcome to come along.
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This Lord a Leaping appears in our
specially commissioned Christmas
Advent Calendar Quiz on page 7.
Devised by ace quizmeister, Steve, there
is something for everyone — songs,
plants, reindeers, geography, spelling,
films, dates, food, etc. The common
theme is that all the answers have
something to do with Christmas.
Some answers are easy — some slightly cryptic.
You may know the right answer but not immediately
spot the Christmas connection. But all correct
answers score one point.
Only when you have completed all 25 questions is
it permissible to check the answers and find out your
own Christmas personality score. The answers are
printed upside down on page 10 — so readers of the
online versions with desktop computers will either
need to stand on their heads :-) or to email us to ask
for the correct answers list.
Spurred on by the request from the National
Library of Wales and thanks to Jenny Sanders having
a complete set of all paper copies back to 1986, we
have now got a complete digital archive that can be
accessed by anybody from anywhere at any time. We
have yet to find out whether the National Library’s
collection of our newsletters will be accessible by
the public but of course they can be easily found at
LeightonNews.com
This time last year we were celebrating 30 years
of the Village Hall. This year our cover feature is
looking back at the 30+ year development of the
newsletter. There were a couple of issues before 1986
— so if anyone still has these please let us know.
Wishing all readers a very Happy Christmas and
a Great New Year. Our next issue will be for
February 2017 so don’t forget to send us your
memoirs of the festive season.
Steve

The January 2017 meeting of NADFAS
(National Association of Decorative and Fine
Arts Societies) takes place on Thursday
January 6th at 2.30pm. Venue is the Powis
Suite, Royal Oak Hotel, Welshpool.
The speaker is Zara Fleming, whose
topic will be 'On The Road To
Mandalay' — the early history of
Burma and the adoption of Buddhism
during the Pyu dynasty (2nd - 9th century).
Non-members are welcome, but a
donation of £5 is suggested to help cover
costs. No need to book, just turn up.
For more information telephone Avril on 01938
555938 or e-mail avril@avrilhart.com

NFU Welshpool is calling all professional, amateur
and aspiring photographers to capture the beauty
of Montgomeryshire and the Welshpool area, as it
launches its first photography competition.
The image can be a landscape, farming scene, town
image or perhaps the beauty of nature
Please email Rachel_gethin@nfumutual.co.uk
or call 01938 552275 to confirm your entry.
There are more details on LeightonNews.com

Patricia

MARTON
Friday

27th January
at 7:30
Friday
2nd Dec.
at 7:30

National Association of
Decorative & Fine Arts Societies

Tickets are £4.00. Under 16s £2.00.
Bar and refreshments. All welcome.

ABSOLUTELY FABULOUS

WELSHPOOL
Monday
12th December
at 7:00pm

me
before
you

Doors open at 6:30pm at the Assembly Room.
Tickets: £3.50 Refreshments available.
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We all wish both Sylvia Helliwell and Johnnie Oliver a speedy recovery after their recent operations. We hope to
see both of you out and about very soon.
FOR SALE signs are popping up all over the place so Bon Voyage to everyone who is leaving and welcome to all
our new neighbours here in beautiful Leighton.
BEST WISHES to everyone who is having treatment at the moment and we hope that 2017 brings you all good
health and much happiness.
Congratulations to James and Jean Potter as their horse Stephanie Frances won the
Yorton Stallions Mares ‘Novices’ Chase at Bangor-on-Dee recently. In the photo Dave
and Teresa Futter present the winning jockey Harry Skelton and his brother Dan Skelton
(trainer) with their trophies watched by Jean and James Potter (owners). Champagne corks
popping all over the village!
Bon voyage to Sarah & Pete Bowyer and their children Lily and George. The family have
been so much part of Leighton life over recent years and we wish you every success on your
new adventure when you move to live in China where Pete continues his career as a pilot.

Martins Morning Sticks are bagged up and ready to keep your home fires burning!
Cost: £5 per sack (or as marked) and available self service alongside Martin Dyson’s
house in the Pentre. They are stacked up and waiting for you in the bunker so collect
at your convenience and put the money in the box. Thank you. MD

The autumn colours in Leighton Redwoods
have been particularly beautiful this year
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btinternet.com
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1st Spell the missing gift from the three wise men Gold, Frankincense and…..……..………….?
2nd Which song was the Christmas No 1 in both 1975 and 1991 …………………………………….?
3rd The Poinsettia plant originates from which country…………………………………………………..?
4th What do Dean Martin, Eartha Kitt and Charlie Chaplin have in common…………………..?
5th Who composed ‘Auld Lang Syne’ ……………………………………………………………………………..?
6th How many ‘Lords a leaping’ in 12 days of Christmas …………………………………………………?
7th Plus or minus one year when did Queen Elizabeth deliver the
first televised Christmas broadcast

………………………………..?

8th Why were Joseph and Mary on the road to Bethlehem in the first place………………….. ?
9th What is the scientific name for the Holly Plant ………………………………………………………….?
10th What is the capital of Tenerife………………………………………………………………………….........?
11th Name the three Santa’s reindeers that begin with the letter D ………………………………….?
12th Who discovered Christmas Island in 1777 ……………………………………………………………….?
13th What are the names of the three wise men …………………………………………………………….?
14th In total how many gifts were delivered in the song ‘12 days of Christmas’ ……………..?
15th Who wrote the song ‘White Christmas’ ……………………………………………………………………?
16th What did Dirty Den give Angie for Christmas on Christmas Day in 1986 ………………….?
17th How does Good King Wenceslas like his Pizzas ……………………………………………………….?
18th What date is St Stephen’s day …………………………………………………………………………………..?
19th What is the chemical formula for snow ……………………………………………………………………?
20th How do you say `Merry Christmas’ in Welsh ………………………………………………………….?
21th When were Christmas stamps first introduced ……………………………………………………….?
22th What is the name for the piece of skin that hangs from a turkeys neck …………………..?
23th What is a male Turkey called ……………………………………………………………………………………?
24th What Christmas present did Harry Potter receive
for his first Christmas at Hogwarts
………………………………………………….?
25th Where does the Queen spend Christmas Day ………………………………………………………….?

See page 10
for answers
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Defibrillator Fundraiser

LEIGHTON VILLAGE HALL
Friday 2nd December at 7:30 pm
Tickets £5 - includes mince pies
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It may not have been an on ancient machine like the one in
the cover picture but it’s certainly true that Jane typed the
first issues of the newsletters working in her pigsty (yes
really!) But much worse was the fact that the print run was
cyclostyled — a system so archaic that Steve, our most
erudite of proof-readers, had to reach for a dictionary. A
nightmare because the typing was onto a fragile paper
stencil. Any illustrations had to be scratched in with a stylus.
The stencil was then carefully
wrapped round an ink drum and
rotated by a handle or an electric
motor in the luxury model. Only
after the print run had started was it
possible to spot any mistakes — and
there was no way to fix them without
beginning again. This is the October
1986 issue — a two page rarity
printed on yellow paper.
1986

Printing continued in this way for
several years. Colour headings
appeared in 1987 but these were
overprinted separately and often
covered up parts of carefully the
etched pictures.
By 1990 there was a noticeable
improvement in quality. The clipart
images were far too detailed to have
been hand drawn.

1990

In September 1992 Jane handed over the editor’s job — for
obvious reasons if you can read the clip below — to a team led
by Jenny Petch. Up until then the text was mainly typewritten

The overlapping
LEIGHTON NEWS EDITORS … so far….
years in the role
Jane Walton
1986 - 1992
call of editors is
Jenny & Andrew Petch 1992 -1995
either when the
handover was in
Margaret Madden
1994 - 2001
the middle of the
Marion Pearce
2002 - 2003
year or where
Karen Davies
2003 - 2009
people were
Mike Kempster
2003 - 2012
working in pairs.
In 2002 Marion
Jenny Sanders
2009 - 2015
was joined by
Allan Smith
2012 - 2015
Sylvia & Gorden
David Holloway
2015 Helliwell who
organised the
printing and distribution.
The development of the newsletter almost
parallels not only to the progress of the
computer technology at the time but also
its affordability. The quality of
reproduction was improving all the time.
But actual photos were more difficult.
Karen used the first ones as caption
competitions in 2003.

2003

Karen was joined in the same year by Mike
— the longest serving editor —
and in due course he worked
with Jenny Sanders. In 2012
Jenny, working as the sole editor,
produced the Jubilee Edition
with the best quality photos seen
so far.
Allan joined Jenny a few months later
and they worked alternate months to
produce the issues. Alan introduced
MS Publisher to the process which
allowed a far greater range of layout
options like this photo feature about
Leighton’s Hidden Treasures

1992

From September 1992 the Leighton News appeared with
proportionately spaced text (like this). Each letter only
takes up the space it needs. With typewriters all the
letters have the same size. Letter ‘M’ must be the
same size as letter ‘i’. Proportional spacing is now
automatic with computer printers. Typesetting software can
go a stage further and close up individual letters e.g. AW

Because the newsletter was printed in
2012
Black & White, apart from the early
days, colour was never considered a
possibility. However the PDF archives
on the web site had no such
limitations. Production difficulties
promoted a revamp. Printing was
outsourced and the first issue appeared
with the new masthead in September
2013. The next next month was the
first on the website in full colour.
2013
When Jenny and Allan handed over to
us in 2015 we dropped Publisher in of favour brilliant
software made in the UK — but that’s another story
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At Leighton Village Hall
on MONDAY 12th DECEMBER at 6:30 pm
Come along and have some fun and support your
Village Hall. Tea, Coffee, prizes and mincepies
guaranteed. For all ages – everyone most welcome.

Should We Ban
Reader’s Complaint

Old Herbaceous?

Your comments please

[The Londoner] Having an old car, I don't recognise
myself in this poem. But after living here for 16 years
and being made welcome (until now) and trying to fit
in, I’m still proud of being a Londoner and so I found the
poem discriminatory and hurtful.
If you moved to London you would not be met with
such small minded attitudes. Neighbours from Stoke or
Liverpool might feel the same if their local countrymen
were the target of a typecast attack. You wouldn't
consider having a dig at the Polish in your next edition or would you? I believe I do have a sense of humour
but don't find Taffy was a Welshman, Taffy was a thief
funny either!

Editor’s Response

At first sight I thought this must be a spoof! The reader is
confusing a city of 10 million extremely varied people with
discrimination against a nationality or race.
The reader is not aware that we moved here after living
and working in the middle of London for 12 years. Most of
our family still live there. Old Herbaceous is also an incomer
from the other side of the country.
This kind of misplaced over-sensitivity is already stifling
free-speech, open debate and exposure to contrary opinions
in our universities — one of the fundamental benefits of
these institutions.
Having been born near the River Taff, I well remember the
second line: “Taffy came to my house and stole a piece of
beef”. It was the first English doggerel I heard from my Welsh
speaking grandmother — but she was known for actually
having a sense of humour!
DH

ADVENT CALENDAR QUIZ ANSWERS
Find out your Christmas Carol Character Score
Less than 5 = Bah! Humbug! Scrooge
5 - 15 = Hopeful Bob Crachitt
More than 15 = Joyful Tiny Tim
1. MYRRH 2. BOHEMIAN RHAPSODY 3. MEXICO 4. ALL DIED ON CHRISTMAS DAY 5. ROBBIE BURNS 6. 10 7. 1957
8. PAY TAXES AND CENSUS 9. ILEX 10. SANTA CRUZ
11. DONNER ,DANCER AND DASHER 12. CAPTAIN COOK
13. CASPAR , MELCHIOR AND BALTHASAR 14. 364 15. IRVING BERLIN 16. DIVORCE PAPERS 17. DEEP AND CRISP AND EVEN!!!
18. 26TH DECEMBER 19. H2O 20. NADOLIG LLAWEN 21. 1966 22. WATTLE 23. A TOM 24. AN INVISIBILITY CLOAK
25. SANDRINGHAM

DISQUALIFIED! - IF YOU CHECK ANSWERS BEFORE COMPLETING ALL QUESTIONS
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A Very Merry Christmas
Twas the 'Night before Christmas'
Old Herbaceous felt good.
He'd invited his family to his lodge in the wood.
With such a large family and so much to do.
He gave them all jobs, to see the day through.
First there was Elsie, minus her garter.
Recently wedded, she was down for the 'Starter'

Annual New Year Party
for Senior Citizens
Welshpool Town Hall on Tuesday 31st January at 2pm.
Tickets are £6 and available from
Welshpool Jewellers or Flaunt It Card Shop.
Following a star studded afternoon of entertainment
including a mystery star guest, party goers will be served
afternoon tea and the day will end with a bumper raffle.
Mystery guests over the years have included comedians
Jimmy Cricket, Freddie Parrot Face Davies, Berni Flint,
boxer John H Stracey, soap star Vince Earl, Paul Hayes
from Cash in the Attic, recording star Tammy Jones, to
name but a few.

N J E Heating Services
Your Local Central Heating Specialists in Welshpool

Maggie

Nick

Then there was Mable, who, true to her word.
Had kindly consented to cremate the 'Bird'
In addition to this and without too much fuss
Also agreed to do 'Puddings' by gosh.
What about Boris, true to his pledge.
He is the one who is doing the 'Veg'
With laughter and fun and such a good time.
It's all down to Henry to ply them with 'Wine'
With the lights on the tree and a child in the
stable.
Mollie's main task is laying the table.
The lunch has gone well.
And with tremendous support.
Along comes Marmaduke to serve us the 'Port'
Then come the sweets,crackers and toffee.
Billy & Fred try serving the coffee.

Lynda

With crackers all pulled and all funny names.
It's down to Herbaceous to organise 'Games'
Richard

Jamie

Dan

Gareth

Robin

1 & 2 Jehu Road, Welshpool
Tel: 01938 552 976
Email: sales@nj-evans.co.uk
Web: www.nj-evans.co.uk

All Work Undertaken by Our Own
Qualified Local Engineers

Register

Accredited Installer

Twilight descends, the woods are all quiet.
The Owls are heard calling, perhaps it is snowing.
The wee little ones are tucked up in bed with so
many memories.
So many things said.
What will he think, as the clock strikes Ten.
How fortunate he's been to have shared it with
them.
Happy Christmas Everyone.
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GREAT FACILITIES
At Affordable Prices
For ALL your family events, children’s parties, hobbies and meetings.
Please book in plenty of time to avoid disappointment.
For LVH Bookings Phone 0785 410 3058 or Email villagehall@leightonnews.com
WHY NOT hold a
Coffee Club morning to
raise funds for
your favourite
charity? These
are always
popular - so just
contact us on the above number.

MONDAY evenings are vacant at the moment
so if you have any ideas on what you could
use that evening for.....classes,
whist drives, meetings, sports
clubs talks ..... anything you wish,
then please contact LVH on the
number or email above.

FOR SALE
A recently tuned PIANO for sale. Collection from Leighton Village Hall. Inspection encouraged.
THE PERFECT CHRISTMAS PRESENT for a budding pianist.
Price: A donation to LVH funds.

For more information/viewing contact LVH as above.
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THE LEIGHTON DIRECTORY 1.
MID-WALES & BORDERS PEST CONTROL

COOKSON TRAVEL LTD

Wasps, Flies, Moles, Rats and Mice:
whatever your pest, we can help.
Call Simon on
01938 556807 or 07811 637896
mwbpestcontrol@gmail.com
www.midwalesborderspestcontrol.co.uk
Simon Johns (RSPH Level 2) Technician

Group Travel for all occasions
16 to 57 seat Coaches
Personal and friendly service
Tel: 01938 553465
cooksongrouptravel@yahoo.co.uk
Hope Lane : Welshpool : SY21 8HF

KINGSWOOD FRAMES & MIRRORS

JANE WILLIAMS HAIRDRESSING

Framers, Carvers, Gilders, Restorers

Phone: 07989 349386

Tim Haysell

Mobile hairdressing, cuts, colours,perms.

Unit 2, Offa’s Dyke Business Park

New from 2016, hair extension and also

Tel: 01938 554985
Fax: 01938 554901

PETER WHALE
Decorating Contractor

Quality Workmanship

Tel: 01691 829 524 for
your free estimate
Mobile:
07870 274228
Email:
peter.whaledecorating@gmail.com

Gerry Hill & John Nunn

Tel: 01938 580346

QUALITY BRIDAL HAIR SERVICE.
j.williams364@btinternet.com

OAKLEAF JOINERY
Roy Maddox
Building and Joinery Services
Unit 6, Leighton Centre

01938 553748

Paddock Electrical Ltd
Established 22 Years
Testing and Inspection
Fire Alarms/Emergency Lighting
Installations & Rewires
Electrical Condition Reports
Solar Panel Installation

info@brooklyn-kennels-cattery.co.uk

www.paddockelectrical.co.uk
Tel 01938 555521 Email info@paddockelectrical.co.uk

ANDREW THOMAS
Agricultural Contracting and
Septic Tank Emptying

01938 553219

SPECIALIST BATHROOM & KITCHEN FITTER
Est. 1999

FLOOR TILING

WALL TILING

Office 01691 679154

PLUMBING

Mobile 07712 694449

Email daj2506@yahoo.co.uk
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THE LEIGHTON DIRECTORY 2.
WINDOW & SOLAR PANEL
CLEANING

Range Cookers
Woodburners
Fires & Fire Places
Flue Pipes
CCTV Surveys
Installations

Local Service for Residential
and Commercial Properties
Free Quotes and Affordable Rates
01938 570854 or 07779 837268
www.welshpoolwindowcleaning.co.uk

Dragon Works, Henfaes Lane, Welshpool
t: 01938 552246 e: kaye@derwas.co.uk
www.derwas.co.ukuk

THE VINYL REVIVAL!
Old and new vinyl needs
HI-Fi Sound from Inheritance Tracks

HEAR the difference — no more

£6.75
1,000s of sales worldwide since 1985

BEAUTY BY AMANDA
Ultimate Non-Surgical Face-Lift * Massages*
Tanning * Shellac manicures * Hair Removal *
Hot Stone Massage
For an appointment or consultation contact Amanda
on 01938 580002 or 07950 385215
“Beauty By Amanda Welshpool” for special offers
or e-mail amandaspencer@sky.com
Also available Spray Tan Parties; Consultant for “Arbonne”

FEEL GREAT WITH ALOE VERA
Superb quality Aloe Vera and bee products.
Drinks, topical creams, supplements,
personal care, skin care, weight management,
cosmetics, animal care (domestic and farm).
Special gift ideas. 60-day, money-back guarantee.
Try some products at home free.
Carol and Paul Harris 01938 553430
carol@aloevera.uk.net www.bit.ly/carolshop

LEIGHTON GARDENING SERVICES
For lawn-mowing, verge
clearing, paddock cutting,
cultivating, long-reach hedge
clipping, patio cleaning,
fencing, and any other
gardening needs.

Contact: 01938 570241 or 07813 720080

FUNERAL CELEBRANT
Juli Moran
Trained, caring professional who meets with the
family at their time of loss. I create a unique,
personal ceremony to honour and celebrate the life
of your loved one. Contact me directly, or give my
details to your local funeral director.
01691 860283 www.julimoran.com/funerals

NEW & USED DRESS AGENCY
Buy or Sell Brand New & Pre-loved Clothing
Please call beforehand if you wish to bring your pre-loved
clothing & accessories into our store

T: 01743 790600 M: 07795 592716
E: sue.lindsay@stiperstones.net
Upstairs at CONNECTIONS,
Shrewsbury Rd, Pontesbury SYS 0QD
Facebook: Gladrags Pontesbury

SPLASH Plumbing & Heating Engineers
GAS SAFE & OFTEC Registered. Fully Trained and CRBchecked staff. Free Quotation and Advice. Installation,
Service and Repair, from a tap washer to a complete
plumbing/heating installation. 24-hour Emergency Call Out
available to our customers. Fully Insured.

Call your local plumbers on:
01938 555566 or 07800 552026 or 07581 033549

BOOKKEEPING SOLUTIONS
A cost effective bookkeeping service for small to
medium size businesses. Services include
computerised accounting, VAT Returns,
management accounts.
IAB Registered
GARRETTS LTD
Tel: 01938 580533
e-mail: garrettsmail@btinternet.com
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THE LEIGHTON DIRECTORY 3.
GREEN DRAGON INN
PUB & KITCHEN
UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP

Come along and try our
new menu of traditional
homemade British fayre.
For further info or to book
a table please call:
01938 553076
ALL LIVE SPORTS SHOWN IN THE BAR

££££££££££££
Do you know someone who would like
some extra income
part-time, working from home?
Students? Retired people? Young mums?
If so, please contact Carol Harris
on 01938 553430 for more information

DI STEVENS

THE HERBERT ARMS, CHIRBURY

MCSP HPC Reg

01938 561216

Chartered Human and Animal Physiotherapist

Lunches and evening meals served daily,
apart from Tuesday.
Sunday Roast lunch, with dessert, for only £10!
Local Ales Available

07808 529925
Helping you and your loved ones reduce pain
and restore movement
Home Visits Available

Happy Hour, Monday to Friday 5—7 p.m.

And finally……..a word from our sponsors
Many thanks to our sponsors of the Leighton News this month

CHRISTMAS TREES for SALE

Norway, Noble & Nordmann Spruce

PLEASE ORDER EARLY TO AVOID
DISAPPOINTMENT

Firewood - hardwood and softwood
logs also available

Please contact: WILL JONES on 07889 922 342
The next issue will be February 2017. Please don’t forget the deadline which is:

Wednesday 18th January 2017
Please send your copy (as soon as possible) to:
DAVID HOLLOWAY 01938 570675 news@long-mountain.co.uk

