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GETTING TO THE ROOT

A Three Generation Family Job
See the other side on page 7

This month’s issue is kindly sponsored by:
LEIGHTON ESTATE WOODLANDS
See back cover for further information
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LEIGHTON

SERVICES

CHURCH

November 2016

Day & Date

Time

Service

Sunday 6th November

9:30 am

Holy Communion

Sunday 20th November

3:00 pm

Evensong

Sunday 27th November

11:00 am

Family Service

ROTAS for LEIGHTON
Sidesmen
SARAH & JAMES EVANS

Altar Flowers & Brass Cleaning
K HUMPHREYS & E GRIFFITHS
HARVEST LUNCH — THANKS
This was Leighton Church’s only fundraising
event so far this year, and over £800 was raised
towards the running costs of the church.
We are very grateful for the generosity of
everyone who supported it in any way, by buying
tickets, selling raffle tickets, helping on the day,
and for providing food for the delicious meal. We
have super cooks in Leighton who willingly
donate all the food (except the ham). Thank you
to everyone
and to Elisabeth for
masterminding it all and working so hard.
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Elaine would like to thank everyone that came along and for their generosity at the Harpwoods MacMillan Coffee
Morning. The bring & buy stall was a sell out and everyone went home with something due to the lovely donations.
Total raised was £340 from 32 customers! A glorious day with the promised views through to Snowdonia.

EVENTS AT MARTON VILLAGE HALL
We have an Evening with Alan Herbert on October 28th, 8 'til late. Tickets
£12.00 to include a hot supper and dessert.
Marton's annual Christmas Craft Fair is on Saturday 26th November, 10.00 3.00. Tables still available at £10 each.

TWO SUPER JUNGLE BUSTERS Two lovely people who live in Leighton have recently given up
lots of their weekend and holiday time to clear the wilderness areas of the outer churchyard. They have
cut down unwanted trees and branches, cleared a jungle of brambles and undergrowth, and improved the
surface of the Grasscrete car parking area. They say they don’t want their names mentioned, and that
they just enjoyed working there. So A HUGE THANK YOU TO YOU BOTH.
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Defibrillator Fund Raising
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The Defibrillator fund raised another £120 at the Village show. This brings the total raised so far to £640 —
over half way to the target figure. Another two Village Hall events for your diary below.

Saturday 29th October

10:30 am - 12:00

Friday 2nd December

Fashion Show
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How’s Your Eyesight? If you had
perfect eyesight in your 20s,
sometime in your mid 40s you’ll
suddenly find your arms are not
long enough to focus on newsprint. Time to start buying
hardback books with a larger typeface.
Short-sighted people need glasses to see distant things
but have to take them off for close-up reading. However,
the majority of people in the western world tend to be
long-sighted — the reverse is true for the far east
countries like China and Japan where most people are
relatively short-sighted.
There is a theory that the whole development of the two
cultures was related to the differences in human vision.
In the east their eyesight was best suited for work
needing close attention to tiny details — ceramics,
embroidery, calligraphy. In the west people could focus
on far distant objects — things seen on the horizon from
ships as well the movements of stars and planets. Being
able to see these with the naked eye provided the
impetus to develop optical instruments to study them in
more detail.
Telescopes from Galileo and Newton and the first
microscope from Robert Hooke were landmark scientific
tools. The knowledge of optics also led to eyeglasses so
anyone lucky enough to live longer than middle age
could carry on reading. Look at a facsimile of any of
Dickens’ journals or an episode of his novels to see how
critical spectacles had become to the general population
by the mid-Victorian era.
Have Kindles, tablets (and even phones) solved the
problem of reading difficulties forever? Magnify text
easily, handy for travelling, all the classics are free, touch
a word for an instant dictionary meaning — but… but…
there’s something about the individuality of books; the
publisher’s choice of type face, different covers, paper
and page sizes; and real newspapers just invite page
turning.
We hear the excellent Leighton School newsletter is
moving to the web. Put on your reading glasses and
enjoy the Leighton News on paper while you still can.

National Association of
Decorative & Fine Arts Societies
The November NADFAS (National
Association of Decorative and Fine Arts
Societies) meeting takes place on Thursday
November 24th at 2.30pm. Venue is the
Powis Suite, Royal Oak Hotel, Welshpool.
The speaker is James Taylor, whose topic is 'Brilliant
British Humour in the Forgotten Art of Picture
Postcards 1909-1938'
Non-members are welcome, but a
donation of £5 is suggested to help
cover costs. No need to book, just
turn up.
For more information telephone
Avril on 01938 555938 or e-mail
avril@avrilhart.com

LEIGHTON VILLAGE HALL
Management Committee

MONDAY
7th November
at 7 pm
Everyone most welcome

Steve

Patricia

MARTON
Friday
2nd December
at 7:30

WELSHPOOL
Monday

10th October

at 7:00pm

IMDb
Tickets are £4.00. Under 16s £2.00.
Bar and refreshments. All welcome.

me
before
you

Doors open at 6:30pm at the Assembly Room.
Tickets: £3.50 Refreshments available.
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LEIGHTON Mobile POSTOFFICE
AJ and his sons brought our village Mobile Post Office to Leighton
Show to explain just what this Post Office has to offer.
Remember its at Leighton Church gates each Monday and

Thursday 10.15am - 11am and offers everything that you could
need from any large post office, has disabled access and Chelsea
buns as well! Call in for your Christmas stamps and parcel posting,
online returns, holiday currency along with any other
payment/transaction that you need and so much more – no
trouble parking, no queues just personal assistance right on your
doorstep.
Our own Lucy Davies has recently competed in 3 separate cycling disciplines in just 8 days!
We are more used to seeing Lucy managing and riding the Yorton Stud horses around the
village but she now also competes in another very exciting and dangerous sport, that of cycling
and at an extremely high level. Lucy is the daughter of Ann & Ian Davies, a sister to Will and Ed.
Lucy, who is a star rider with Hafren Cycling Club, began her testing week in France taking on
55km in strong winds and rain to join team-mate Rob Finch taking 14th spot in the Duo Normand.
Sadly the event resulted in a tragic road accident which claimed the life of British cyclist Ian
Bashford of Kent.
Lucy returned to these shores and to take 2nd place in a Saturday sprint event in Solihull before
taking 3rd in the Worcester St Johns Open Hillclimb on the Sunday. What an achievement!
Roma will need to buy another hat! Congratulations to Eluned Tibbott and Lloyd Bright on their recent
engagement . Lloyd popped the question whilst they were on holiday at the farm of a Tibbott family
friend in Canada and Eluned’s mother Janey was visiting there at the same time so she joined in the
celebrations.
Carol & Paul Harris had a fund-raising coffee morning for Macmillan on Sunday 2 October. Thanks so much to
everyone who came - your participation raised £95 on the day. We are also adding another £45 which was raised
through the sale of some fabrics left with us by our neighbour Sarah Mason.
Trelystan Harvest Supper made £834 thanks to everyone for their support. A very enjoyable evening was had by all!

CHURCHYARD WORK PARTY.......... THANKS
The sun shone ... and an enormous amount was achieved in a couple of hours by our willing volunteers.
They have left the churchyard and car parking area looking immaculate and well loved.
Our deep gratitude goes to (in no particular order!) David, Brian, Liz, Barry, Sarah, Haydn, Geoff, Bethan,
David, Jane, Catherine, and John. You should all be proud of yourselves for making such a difference.
Thanks also to David for his regular mowing, and to the
valiant band of strimmers who keep the graveyard grass in
check, to John for mowing with a finger-mower when the
church mower had a prolonged hissy-fit, and to Noemi,
Ines, Ann and others who raked up the resulting hay in the
baking sun in July.
If you would like to join in the fun, and help to keep this
beautiful part of the village tidy, please do get in touch
with David Griffiths, or James or John (churchwardens).
Churchyard work parties usually involve such things as
cakes, donuts and coffee, and everyone is welcome.
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OLD HABITS DIE HARD. I can remember when we
literally had to count the pennies. Like everyone else, I still
always stock up on the Tesco Special Offers even if it’s just
a matter of saving 50p — or less.
Of course we can now shop around online to find the best
prices — it’s much faster than phoning retailers let alone
visiting different shops.
We hardly ever buy from Amazon itself — but always
look there first. Almost every item you would ever look for
is listed there and it gives an idea of price ranges.
Taking postage into account, Amazon are seldom the
cheapest even for what was initially their core products:
books, CDs and DVDs. They still make plenty of money
from listing offerings from alternative merchants shown as
‘Used from’ and ‘New from’ underneath the main price.
Often used books with their condition described as ‘Very
Good’ are actually brand new — they may have been
bought by somebody but you can see that the pages have
never been turned.
If you can bear to wait a while after
publication the savings can be dramatic.
Here’s a book I’ve just bought while looking
for examples for this article: a hardback copy
of ‘Astray’ by Emma Donoghue — £14.99
Amazon price. Other merchant price 1p +
£2.80 postage. This is the fixed postage rate
for books and CD/DVDs are just £1.25.
For all other bigger ticket items like TVs, cameras,
phones, etc. once you’ve decided on the product, just enter
the make, name and model code into Google and see the
whole range of prices from all over the country. Online
won’t necessarily be the best value — local shops can still
be competitive without having to wait for delivery.
Wherever you end up shopping, there are still great
savings to be made by buying just before the latest product
launch. Unless you play the crazy game of keeping up with
the iPhones, just after the latest version is launched, stocks
of last year’s version are going to be discounted.
Even more sensibly, if you want an Android phone and still
want to go for the market leader, as well as getting the
reduced price of the previous version, you will be able to
pick a phone that hasn’t been known to catch fire!
My greatest coup in the last year’s model ploy was a
£500 saving on a top spec TV thanks to a recommendation
from a Samsung rep I met in Currys (no sign of fire…yet).
Your biggest expense after buying a house is generally
reckoned to be the cost of buying and running a car.
Unlike houses which usually appreciate, car values drop
alarmingly quickly.
So the first saving is to make sure someone else pays
for the greatest depreciation hit. Ex-lease hire cars have

low mileage, usually from long trips and an authorised
dealer’s service record. All with a 50% discount on the
new price.
The first Model T Ford cost $825 but
buying all the parts separately cost £8,000
— the hidden expenses of ownership.
Scaled up to today’s values the same
applies. Official car dealerships have to stock the
‘genuine’ manufacturer’s parts and charge accordingly.
Independent garages are under no such obligation.
Their earnings mainly come from work done and usually
fit ‘after market’ parts at a fraction of the original price.
These other parts are made to exactly the same
specification (and often for) the original manufacturer.
Unfortunately, Patricia has a penchant for unreliable
imported American vehicles: a much loved antique Ford
Probe and her second Cherokee Jeep. Difficult to get
parts at less than extortionate prices.
When we bought the Probe from W R Davies in 2000
we were warned the distributor was known to break
down and be very expensive to replace. So it turned out
when this happened and we left it with WR’s to repair.
The estimate was £900 if they could source the part.
Weeks went by with no news — fortunate because we
had time to find a UK based ignition company who
supplied a new distributor for £100 built to a better
specification than the Mazda original.
The final tale that instigated this article is the Jeep failing
its MOT this month because it needed a new wishbone
suspension joint. Our local garage was apologetic because
they could not source anything other than a genuine Jeep
replacement at an outrageous £350. Another
tip took us to eBay where there was a
‘Buy Now’ option for an identical
part for £49 with next day delivery.
DH
- - - - - SAFE SHOPPING TIPS - - - - ! Hackers can record your keystrokes so DON’T type in
card numbers or passwords. Paste them in instead —
keep them in a plain text file on your desktop.

! Use a different credit card for online accounts. Apply for
an extra card and reset to a very low credit limit.

! Not essential but useful: a separate bank account with
funds as low as your new credit card limit.
sellers nearly always need payment by
All you need is an email address —but purchases have
to be paid from a linked bank account. However, PayPal
(owned by eBay) allows 30 days for goods to arrive or
other disputes before taking your money.
Finally, banks have a big investment in fraud prevention and
will call you if they see suspicious activity on your cards.
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David Williams, honorary Forestry Warden for the
Leighton Redwoods, called in on us last month with an
interesting news item. David only buys one newspaper a
week, the Telegraph
BURDIS. — Winifred Rosemary, formerly of on Saturdays. He
Tarporley and recently of Dunkirk Memorial
always reads the
House on 10th September, aged 95. Much
loved wife of Roy, mother of David, Ginny,
classified
Jean and Helen, grandmother to Amelia and
announcements
Murray and great-grandmother to Hermioneand this time found
Rose.
Telegraph 10th Sept2016
something of local
interest for us because Winifred Burdiss was the last
resident of Leighton Hall to have actually been born there.
David arrived when Steve was in the middle of assembling
the October newsletter so he can be identified as the very
first reader to get a copy of this issue.

The Londoner
The Londoner comes in his big new car;
He thinks what wonderful folk we are.
He takes a walk down the village street;
He finds a cottage that's "just too sweet"
He brings an architect, fresh from town,
And the two start pulling the cottage down.
The Londoner comes in his big new car;
He builds a wonderful cocktail bar.
He fills the cottage with chorus girls
In pink pajamas and paste and pearls.
His pals are rather a pasty lot.
The pearls are cultured - the girls are not.
The Londoner comes in his big new car;
He finds the country too dull by far.
He takes a walk down the village street;
He thinks of the things he used to eat.
Then he calls for his car; he drives away,
And life carries on in the old sweet way.

The Three Generation Job
If you have gone across Long Mountain recently you may have
seen the work going on in front of our house. It started with our
local tree surgeon, Gareth Richards, removing a massive old
conifer which was in danger of crashing down and blocking our
entrance. Gareth got his dad, Wyn, an expert digger driver and
landscaper, to dig out the stump and its roots. It turned out to be
far too big to take away so Wyn somehow balanced it on the
bucket of his mini-digger and put it in the field outside the
stables. Muggins got completely mud-splattered jet-washing off
stones and earth in the hope of chain-sawing it into smaller parts.
It started stump side up and now Gareth and his son Adam
have managed to get it upright to expose the roots underneath.
Is this a last chance to see a natural sculpture? Or will it
still be there months or years later?
DH

N J E Heating Services
Your Local Central Heating Specialists in Welshpool

Don’t
Forget to
book your
Boiler Service
before Winter
sets in!
Lynda says
Free Quotations for Central Heating Installations
— with up to 10 year Guarantees
1 & 2 Jehu Road, Welshpool
Tel: 01938 552 976
Email: sales@nj-evans.co.uk
Web: www.nj-evans.co.uk

All Work Undertaken by Our Own
Qualified Local Engineers

Register

Accredited Installer
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Leighton
Village Hall
Leighton, Welshpool, Powys SY21 8HH
Call: 07854 103 058 Email: villagehall@leightonnews.com

WEEKLY DIARY

Mondays

10-10:45 am Zumba Gold Classes with Mary
A slightly slower fitness class aimed at the more mature members of
the community focussing on all elements of fitness: cardiovascular,
muscular conditioning, flexibility and balance.
Contact Mary on 07858 037582
3:30pm Onwards - Available for Booking

Tuesdays

9:30-11 am Parents & Toddlers
A fun parent & toddler session available for all parents, their babies and
pre-school children. Lots of friendly faces and support available.
Contact Sarah Bowyer on 01938 580099
6:30-7:30 pm Martial Arts for Children from 5-14
Learn Karate with Jiu Jitsu, Judo, Kenpo and Kombatan for a
well rounded martial arts experience. The focus is on
ensuring all students reach their potential in other areas
such as self confidence and personal development, learning
anti-bullying techniques along the way.
Contact Emma Owen of Powys Dragons on 07494 810738

Wednesdays
Thursdays

Fridays
Saturdays
& Sundays

6:30 -7:30 pm Zumba with Adriana
A total workout, combining all elements of fitness – cardio, muscle
conditioning, balance and flexibility, boosted energy and a serious dose
of awesome each time you leave class. Less of a class, more a party!
Contact Adriana Huelgos on 07570 710 093
6:0 -7:0 pm Yoga with Maria
Somatic Yoga, Gentle Pilates, Movement with Awareness and Inspired
Relaxation/Guided Meditation. Classes vary week to week taking into
consideration everyone's individual uniqueness. All Welcome.
Contact Maria Zervas on 07795 999 760
7:30-10 pm Indoor Short Mat Bowls
A very popular village club open to everyone from
novices to the more experienced.
Contact David Griffiths
6:30-7:30 Sports Club with Jack New sports club open to everyone
for a whole body workout, changing each week.
Contact Jack on 07594 171006
Available for Booking Coffee Mornings, Birthday Parties, Family
get-togethers, Christenings, Weddings, Anniversaries etc
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THE LEIGHTON DIRECTORY 1.
MID-WALES & BORDERS PEST CONTROL

COOKSON TRAVEL LTD

Wasps, Flies, Moles, Rats and Mice:
whatever your pest, we can help.
Call Simon on
01938 556807 or 07811 637896
mwbpestcontrol@gmail.com
www.midwalesborderspestcontrol.co.uk
Simon Johns (RSPH Level 2) Technician

Group Travel for all occasions
16 to 57 seat Coaches
Personal and friendly service
Tel: 01938 553465
cooksongrouptravel@yahoo.co.uk
Hope Lane : Welshpool : SY21 8HF

KINGSWOOD FRAMES & MIRRORS

JANE WILLIAMS HAIRDRESSING

Framers, Carvers, Gilders, Restorers

Phone: 07989 349386

Tim Haysell

Mobile hairdressing, cuts, colours,perms.

Unit 2, Offa’s Dyke Business Park

New from 2016, hair extension and also

Tel: 01938 554985
Fax: 01938 554901

PETER WHALE
Decorating Contractor

Quality Workmanship

Tel: 01691 829 524 for
your free estimate
Mobile:
07870 274228
Email:
peter.whaledecorating@gmail.com

Gerry Hill & John Nunn

Tel: 01938 580346

QUALITY BRIDAL HAIR SERVICE.
j.williams364@btinternet.com

OAKLEAF JOINERY
Roy Maddox
Building and Joinery Services
Unit 6, Leighton Centre

01938 553748

Paddock Electrical Ltd
Established 22 Years
Testing and Inspection
Fire Alarms/Emergency Lighting
Installations & Rewires
Electrical Condition Reports
Solar Panel Installation

info@brooklyn-kennels-cattery.co.uk

www.paddockelectrical.co.uk
Tel 01938 555521 Email info@paddockelectrical.co.uk

ANDREW THOMAS
Agricultural Contracting and
Septic Tank Emptying

01938 553219

SPECIALIST BATHROOM & KITCHEN FITTER
Est. 1999

FLOOR TILING

WALL TILING

Office 01691 679154

PLUMBING

Mobile 07712 694449

Email daj2506@yahoo.co.uk
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THE LEIGHTON DIRECTORY 2.
SARAH EVANS
ADVERTISE
HERE!
PROPERTY SERVICES

This space
has just
become
OFFERING
RESIDENTIAL
AND COMMERCIAL
LANDLORDS
PERSONAL
PROFESSIONAL
available.AA
brilliantAND
opportunity
to
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT SERVICE
promote your business or service.
Regulated by RICS
Email:
news@long-mountain.co.uk
CONTACT:
SARAH EVANS B.Sc.(Hons) MRICS
T: 07989 175441 E: sarahevans.ps@btinternet.com
OrCastle
phone
570
675
A:
View,01938
Leighton
SY21
8HH

WINDOW & SOLAR PANEL
CLEANING
Local Service for Residential
and Commercial Properties
Free Quotes and Affordable Rates
01938 570854 or 07779 837268
www.welshpoolwindowcleaning.co.uk

THE VINYL REVIVAL!
Old and new vinyl needs
HI-Fi Sound from Inheritance Tracks

HEAR the difference — no more

£6.75
1,000s of sales worldwide since 1985

BEAUTY BY AMANDA
Ultimate Non-Surgical Face-Lift * Massages*
Tanning * Shellac manicures * Hair Removal *
Hot Stone Massage
For an appointment or consultation contact Amanda
on 01938 580002 or 07950 385215
“Beauty By Amanda Welshpool” for special offers
or e-mail amandaspencer@sky.com
Also available Spray Tan Parties; Consultant for “Arbonne”

FEEL GREAT WITH ALOE VERA
Superb quality Aloe Vera and bee products.
Drinks, topical creams, supplements,
personal care, skin care, weight management,
cosmetics, animal care (domestic and farm).
Special gift ideas. 60-day, money-back guarantee.
Try some products at home free.
Carol and Paul Harris 01938 553430
carol@aloevera.uk.net www.bit.ly/carolshop

LEIGHTON GARDENING SERVICES
For lawn-mowing, verge
clearing, paddock cutting,
cultivating, long-reach hedge
clipping, patio cleaning,
fencing, and any other
gardening needs.

Contact: 01938 570241 or 07813 720080

FUNERAL CELEBRANT
Juli Moran
Trained, caring professional who meets with the
family at their time of loss. I create a unique,
personal ceremony to honour and celebrate the life
of your loved one. Contact me directly, or give my
details to your local funeral director.
01691 860283 www.julimoran.com/funerals

NEW & USED DRESS AGENCY
Buy or Sell Brand New & Pre-loved Clothing
Please call beforehand if you wish to bring your pre-loved
clothing & accessories into our store

T: 01743 790600 M: 07795 592716
E: sue.lindsay@stiperstones.net
Upstairs at CONNECTIONS,
Shrewsbury Rd, Pontesbury SYS 0QD
Facebook: Gladrags Pontesbury

SPLASH Plumbing & Heating Engineers
GAS SAFE & OFTEC Registered. Fully Trained and CRBchecked staff. Free Quotation and Advice. Installation,
Service and Repair, from a tap washer to a complete
plumbing/heating installation. 24-hour Emergency Call Out
available to our customers. Fully Insured.

Call your local plumbers on:
01938 555566 or 07800 552026 or 07581 033549

BOOKKEEPING SOLUTIONS
A cost effective bookkeeping service for small to
medium size businesses. Services include
computerised accounting, VAT Returns,
management accounts.
IAB Registered
GARRETTS LTD
Tel: 01938 580533
e-mail: garrettsmail@btinternet.com
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THE LEIGHTON DIRECTORY 3.
GREEN DRAGON INN
PUB & KITCHEN
UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP

Come along and try our
new menu of traditional
homemade British fayre.
For further info or to book
a table please call:
01938 553076
ALL LIVE SPORTS SHOWN IN THE BAR

££££££££££££
Do you know someone who would like
some extra income
part-time, working from home?
Students? Retired people? Young mums?
If so, please contact Carol Harris
on 01938 553430 for more information

DI STEVENS

THE HERBERT ARMS, CHIRBURY

MCSP HPC Reg

01938 561216

Chartered Human and Animal Physiotherapist

Lunches and evening meals served daily,
apart from Tuesday.
Sunday Roast lunch, with dessert, for only £10!
Local Ales Available

07808 529925
Helping you and your loved ones reduce pain
and restore movement
Home Visits Available

Happy Hour, Monday to Friday 5—7 p.m.

And finally……..a word from our sponsors
Many thanks to our sponsors of the Leighton News this month

CHRISTMAS TREES for SALE

Norway, Noble & Nordmann Spruce

PLEASE ORDER EARLY TO AVOID
DISAPPOINTMENT

Firewood - hardwood and softwood
logs also available

Please contact: WILL JONES on 07889 922 342
The deadline for December issue of The Leighton News is:

Friday 18th November
Please send your copy (as soon as possible) to:
DAVID HOLLOWAY 01938 570675 news@long-mountain.co.uk

