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HAPPY NEW YEAR!

End of Shooting Season: Diary on Page 7
This month’s issue is kindly sponsored by:
THE LOWFIELD INN
See back cover for further information
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CHURCH SERVICES
February 2017

Date & Day
Sunday 5th February

Leighton

Trelystan

9.30 am
Holy Communion

3.00 pm
Family Service
3.00pm
Holy Communion

Sunday 12th February first
Sunday 19th February

3.00 pm
Evening service

Sunday 26th February

11.00 am
Family Service
9.30 am
Holy Communion

Sunday 5th March
Sidesmens

3.00 pm
Family Service

LEIGHTON CHURCH ROTAS FOR FEBRUARY

TONY & JANE WALTON

Altar Brass & Flowers
J & D SANDERS

Coffee and biscuits are always served after the 9.30 Communion at Holy Trinity
Many thanks to all those who joined
in with the carol singing on a
freezing cold evening. Thanks also to
all those who paid us to go away and
helped raise just over £70 for
UNICEF. Apologies if we didn't make
it to your house but the cold got the
better of us. We might get to your
house next Christmas if you're really
unlucky!

The church bells were rung once again on New Year's Eve, with ringers taking part
from the church towers of Leighton, Chirbury, Guilsfield, Berriew and Welshpool.
Many thanks to Tony & Rupert Sheppard, Rachel Hamer, Gordon Rogers, Roy Turner,
and Lizzie & Oswin Harratt for taking part. More ringing is planned to take place soon.

Thank you again - Catherine Williams
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Saturday 11th February 2017 from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm

RE-CYCLE
YOUR BOOKS

Enjoy a Piece of Cake and
Browse the Books at
Your Leisure

Coffee
or Tea

Contact us on 01938 580 533 (Tony
Garrett – Treasurer) or by email to
villagehall@leightonnews.com
Deliveries of books and cakes can be
made between 8.30am and 9.30am
on the day at the village hall, or you
can contact us for collection in
advance, or bring them with you.

We would welcome your
donations of books and
cakes to help raise funds
for the village hall and
events to be held
throughout 2017.
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Pastimes and leisure feature in several
places in this issue. Outdoor pursuits
are represented in our cover story on
shooting — a very significant
contributor to the local economy and,
according to a well-known motoring
journalist (now on Amazon), it’s the ‘new golf’ for both
socialising and networking contacts in business.
The Books & Bake Sale announced on page 3 is a
complete contrast. Don’t miss it if you enjoy quiet
reading — just a few of the award winning books already
donated are shown in the advert. So get there early for the
tastiest literary titles and the most mouth-watering cakes
and bakes.
Do you veg-out at home devouring endless box sets of
TV seasons — surely not! You are bound to be the kind of
people to go out to culturally improving events. There are
great choices here. Talks on all forms of fine arts at the
NADFAS meetings are on the last Thursday of the month at
2:30 pm — so good for the retired or those between jobs.
Films made for cinema are much more expensive to
make and therefore much better quality than made for
television dramas. But don’t wait for these to appear on
the goggle box — get out to one of our local big screen
offerings. It’s not just the screen size that matters but also
watching in the dark without the distracting surroundings
in the living room or the constant temptation to check
your phone.
MWO is back! — two fully staged operas complete with
orchestras. Mid Wales Opera was founded in Meifod and
after much preparation staged Figaro at the Hafren
Theatre in 1989. After the 25th anniversary staging of
Carmen in 2014, the following year’s production had to
be cancelled because important funding had been
withdrawn. So really great news that this nationally
recognised company is back with two full scale operas. At
just £19 a seat (or £30 for both operas) these are absolute
bargains for productions so complex and costly to
produce — and in a small theatre a good view
everywhere (but avoid the ‘balconies’). .
Steve

Patricia

National Association of
Decorative & Fine Arts Societies
The National Association of Decorative and
Fine Arts Societies (NADFAS) meetings are on
the last Thursday of the month at 2.30pm.
The venue is the Powis Suite, Royal Oak
Hotel, Welshpool. On the 23rd February the
speaker will be Anthony Peers on the subject
of.'Birmingham Town
Hall - England's First
Truly Civic Building’.

Non-members are
welcome, but a donation
of £5 is suggested to help
cover costs. No need to
book, just turn up.
For more information telephone Avril on 01938
555938 or e-mail avril@avrilhart.com

Mozart’s MAGIC FLUTE
Friday 17th February

MARTON

WELSHPOOL
Monday

Friday
24th February
at 7:30
IMDb

Handel’s SEMELE
Saturday 18th February

13th February

at 7:00pm
THE BFG

Tickets are £4.00. Under 16s £2.00.
Bar and refreshments. All welcome.

IMDb

BRIDGET JONES'S BABY

Doors open at 6:30pm at the Assembly Room.
Tickets: £3.50 Refreshments available.
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CHRISTMAS LIGHTS
The Christmas lights in Powis Castle Gardens were spectacular but we are sure there were
some National Trust visitors who looked out and thought ‘these lights are good but
Leighton’s look better’! To all those people that decorated their homes in the village we
would like to say ‘thank you’ it was heart warming and made everywhere look festive. For
those who risked life and limb scaling tall trees (Hayden), tied themselves up in knots along
the longest of fences (Sally) and flashed intermittently on the garden shed (occasionally
with fairy lights! – Tony W) we salute you one and all.

Thank you to everyone who decorated the Church in Leighton
so beautifully. At the Christmas Day morning service
our knitting connoisseur Anne Cadwallader is seen here
on the right inspecting the work done on the very
artistic knitted nativity figures and flowers arranged by
Annie Evans to see if it is up to her own exacting creative
standards. Anne C, Roma and all the congregation
thought it wonderful so thank you to Annie E for having
it made and letting everyone share in it. Also thank you
to everyone who decorated the Village Hall for
Christmas.

We send ‘Get well soon’ wishes to Phyllis Bayliss,
wife of Eithol of Nantycoed after her recent accident.
Also we wish Ruth (nee Stafford), daughter of Marion
and Ericson a speedy recovery and we send her and
her family our best wishes.

Congratulations to Charlotte
Whale on the birth of her
son, William Harry, on
8th January making Ann and
Peter proud grandparents
for the first time.

Congratulation on their
recent engagement go
to Alice Walton and
Stuart Trevor Jones.

Belated Happy 60th birthday to
the youthful Rob Jones who has
just celebrated his big birthday
on 21st January and later in the
year Johnnie Oliver, Lin Gethin
(nee Colley) and Tony Evans will
also be celebrating this
milestone. Congratulations to
you all.

Belated Happy Birthday on 23rd January to the wonderful Marjorie Cadwallader
whose enthusiasm and energy puts most of us to shame!
Happy Birthday Marjorie you are a star.

Belated Happy 21st Birthday on 25th January to Jack Edwards
who is studying Geography at Aberystwyth University.
(I know – Jack 21 – unbelievable!)

more next page
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Yes our very own
Sam Maguinness
has grown up a bit
and has just
graduated from
Liverpool
University with a
degree in
Accountancy and
is seen here with his family and girlfriend on the big day.
Sam, the village is very proud of you but not half as
proud as your grandparents Margaret and Roger Clegg.
Congratulations.

Recognize this
little 4yr old
Noddy in his hat
from the County
Times 1999 and
found in the
Leighton Village
Scrapbooks?
Well here he is in
another hat!

LEIGHTON VILLAGE HALL
The BINGO NIGHT held before Christmas proved a big hit. Thanks to Rachel for begging, stealing or
borrowing a real bingo machine to give the impression that we were a professional bunch who knew
exactly what we were doing. Within seconds it became clear that none of us had a clue and had to
rely on the posse of regular Bingo Babes that were there for the big prizes, to put us right. David
Williams was the caller who managed to ‘Duck and Dive’(5), whilst ‘ Up to his tricks’ (46), and went
‘Straight on through’ (82) until he had to ‘Get up and Run’ (41)! Thank you for those who donated
mince pies, drinks and prizes and most of all thank you to everyone who came along, from
toddlers to grandparents and everyone in between, who joined in to make it an enjoyable
evening raising £190 for Leighton Village Hall funds.

A Message from Sylvia Helliwell…..
Well I'm still reeling from the amazing generosity of the people of Leighton in supporting the Defibrillator
Fund. The final top up donation of £824 from James and Debbie Potter of Potters Recycling
has been the Icing on the Cake as we can now get on with the exciting part of finding
the best one to suit our needs without the worry of questioning "can we afford it?"
It was only in the late Spring of last year that I first mentioned I wanted to start
this project, (my sole contribution I might add) as everyone else did all the
work! Our first coffee morning raised £285 on May 13th only six months ago, and then we
were off with a draw and stall at the Show events followed by the Fashion Show. Kind donations both big and small,
and often anonymous, topped up most of our events. They were all fun, with so much hard work and organization
rewarded with support from friends old and new.
Now to start 2017 we have just over £2850 in the account which will pay for the Defibrillator, the exterior casing
and fitments, the electrical connection, First Aid training classes and information leaflets etc. It will be permanently
housed for easy access on the outside of Leighton Village Hall.
I would like to thank everyone on our LVH committee, not forgetting our editor David for reminders about items for
the Leighton News and everyone else who helped and reminded me about everything. Thank you all so much. Sylvia.
FASHION SHOW 2nd December 2016

My sincere thanks to everyone who supported me at the Fashion Show on
2nd December. Thanks to the ladies: — who bought and sold tickets
— of the Book Club for making the delicious mince pies — in the kitchen
who served the mulled wine. And last but not least to Pat Orr with her
Teddy Bear and to Carol & Phyllis who did exceptionally well on the draw.
This was a great success and raised £923 for the Defibrillator account.
Thank you once again, Kind regards, Chris Walton.
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A SHOOTING DIARY
October 2016 - January 2017
WARNING this article is not suitable for vegetarians
We enjoy a variety of sporting shoots in Powys and Shrophire both as shooters and also
working our gundogs picking up. As well as some diary highlights for the season just finishing we also
went to shoots at Halston Hall in Whittington (our favourite) on 8th October, 12th November and 17th
December plus the first Llanfair Caereinion meeting of the season on 29th October
26th Nov. Chillington Hall Stafford 10 guns My
one big driven day this year. Great show of birds,
mainly partridge which I am not used to but draw peg
No 5 so in prime place to practice! First few birds out are
quite low so leave them for another day, then wind picks
up and its game on. can be deceptive as they seem faster
than pheasant due to smaller size and faster wingbeat.
Hold my own and adapt well to challenge. 5 drives with
some stunning views of gardens designed by Capability
Brown and lunch overlooking lake. Bag for the day 160,
great day, good sport, dogs very tired, gun very hot!
30th Nov. Nesscliffe 20 guns (10 shoot and 10 beat),
historically low return on birds for investment, average bag
last season 40 to 50. Meet opposite Army Camp entrance
for roll call, security quite tight as you would expect! My
first time this season and optimistic as some major changes
to personnel and routines have seen first 2 bags of this
season over 100! Very flat but some good birds and bag
109, all pheasant, of which I have quite a few more than
my 5%! Really enjoy the relaxed atmosphere and
camaraderie. As terrain is flat I can take my faithful old
Labrador, Misty, who at 13 still enjoys the odd retrieve as
long as no runners. Great day.
10th Dec. Llanfair 7 guns 2nd day at Llanfair,
expectation high after a good first day. Meet at farm at
9.30am , 8 guns and partner has come along to pick up
with dogs which I enjoy watching almost as much as the
sport. Wet and windy and some challenging birds, in " hot
seat " on 2nd drive and shoot well. Good show with some
high birds. 3rd drive was a duck drive which I struggle
with as not used to height and speed, 16 shots for 2 birds
which highlights the point ! Bag for the day was 45
pheasant, 16 duck. Despite the weather a good day.

7th Jan. Halston 5 guns
Partner working dogs as usual.
New keeper this season and by
now knows the drives and the
birds so gun placement and
communication is first class.
No drawing of pegs as is
usual on this shoot, guns are
moved to try and ensure
everyone has equal share. Great
atmosphere and respect for
other guns. Shot with these
guys for many years so have
complete trust and faith in their
safety and also willingness to
let birds go if a better shot for
another gun (familiarity also
means more joshing if someone
is off form!!)
Best show of birds this
season with a bag of 48, colder
weather help keeps birds
together, guns on good form,
partner and dogs do great job
as usual, beaters produce good
show, last shoot here so good
spread of food and drink!
ST & EN

ECONOMICS OF SHOOTING
•

Shooters spend £2.5 billion each year on goods and
services

•

Shooting supports the equivalent of 74,000 full time
jobs

•

Shooting is involved in the management of two-thirds
of the rural land area in the UK

•

Shoot providers spend nearly £250 million a year on
conservation

•

Shooters spend 3.9 million work days on conservation
– the equivalent of 16,000 full-time jobs

•

Two million hectares are actively managed for
conservation as a result of shooting
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N J E Heating Services
Your Local Central Heating Specialists in Welshpool

Final Few Weeks of our Sale
MASSIVE REDUCTIONS
to make way for new stock
Up to
DISC £400
OUN
T

off a
£100boiler
new

Discounts are
on selected
Display Fires

Images are for general
illustration only

Free Quotations for Central Heating Installations
— with up to 10 year Guarantees
1 & 2 Jehu Road, Welshpool
Tel: 01938 552 976
Email: sales@nj-evans.co.uk
Web: www.nj-evans.co.uk

All Work Undertaken by Our Own
Qualified Local Engineers

The True Story of
Rip Van Winkle
When Mr Van Winkle whose first name was Rip,
Decided to give his old woman the slip,
He whistled his dog, he put food in his pack
And Mr Van Winkle, he never came back.
Poor Mrs Van Winkle was heard to declare:
It was only the drink that was keeping him there.
And when he stopped out for the whole of next night,
We reckoned that Mrs Van Winkle was right.
But over the hill far away from the town,
You'll find an old gardener, jolly and brown.
He sings at his work, as he kneels on a sackAnd Mr Van Winkle will never go back.
He cleans up the rubbish - and throws on the heap.
Then closes his eyes and he's back off to sleep
.....zzz
.....zzz
.....zzz

No disrespect intended to sleeping sickness sufferers
Register

Accredited Installer

Montgomery Medical Practice

We are a voluntary organisation aiming to help and support the medical practice and be a positive,
proactive link between patient and doctor.
Rural general practice is in a fragile position due to the current funding structure. Montgomery Medical
Practice continually aims to maintain a high standard of care even as it faces increasing difficulties with
financial pressures and the ability to attract practitioners. We, as an Association, aim to support our
practice and promote positive change.
One of our primary roles is to facilitate funds in conjunction with the doctors' needs ensuring all
donations are wisely spent — and on items that will benefit the practice and patients.
It is important that we are there to support and speak for patients who need our assistance. We provide
an informal channel for suggestions and general complaints.
There are local representatives on the Association and their details are available on the MMPPA notice
board in the surgery. Please feel free to contact them.
If you would like any further information please contact the Chair: Louise Corfield on 01686 668263
or lcorfield@btinternet.com
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THE LEIGHTON DIRECTORY 1.
MID-WALES & BORDERS PEST CONTROL

COOKSON TRAVEL LTD

Wasps, Flies, Moles, Rats and Mice - whatever
your pest, we can help. Call Simon on:
01938 556807 or 07811 637896
mwbpestcontrol@gmail.com
www.midwalesborderspestcontrol.co.uk

Group Travel for all occasions
16 to 57 seat Coaches
Personal and friendly service
Tel: 01938 553465
cooksongrouptravel@yahoo.co.uk
Hope Lane : Welshpool : SY21 8HF

KINGSWOOD FRAMES & MIRRORS
Framers, Carvers, Gilders, Restorers

Tim Haysell
Unit 2, Offa’s Dyke Business Park

Tel: 01938 554985
Fax: 01938 554901

PETER WHALE
Decorating Contractor

Quality Workmanship

Lunches and evening meals served daily, apart
from Tuesday.
Sunday Roast
lunch, with dessert,
for only £10!
Local Ales Available

OAKLEAF JOINERY
Roy Maddox
Building and Joinery Services
Unit 6, Leighton Centre

Tel: 01691 829 524 for
your free estimate
Mobile:
07870 274228
Email:
peter.whaledecorating@gmail.com

Gerry Hill & John Nunn

THE HERBERT ARMS, CHIRBURY Tel: 01938 561216

Tel: 01938 580346

01938 553748

Paddock Electrical Ltd
Established 22 Years
Testing and Inspection
Fire Alarms/Emergency Lighting
Installations & Rewires
Electrical Condition Reports
Solar Panel Installation

info@brooklyn-kennels-cattery.co.uk

ANDREW THOMAS

www.paddockelectrical.co.uk
Tel 01938 555521 Email info@paddockelectrical.co.uk

ADVERTISE HERE!

Septic Tank Emptying

This space has just become
available. A brilliant opportunity to
promote your business or service.

01938 553219

Email: news@long-mountain.co.uk

Agricultural Contracting and

Or phone 01938 570 675
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THE LEIGHTON DIRECTORY 2.
GREEN DRAGON INN

WINDOW & SOLAR PANEL
CLEANING

PUB & KITCHEN
UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP

Local Service for Residential
and Commercial Properties
Free Quotes and Affordable Rates
01938 570854 or 07779 837268
www.welshpoolwindowcleaning.co.uk

Come along and try our
new menu of traditional
homemade British fayre.
For further info or to book
a table please call:
01938 553076
ALL LIVE SPORTS SHOWN IN THE BAR

THE VINYL REVIVAL!
Old and new vinyl needs
HI-Fi Sound from Inheritance Tracks

HEAR the difference — no more

£6.75
1,000s of sales worldwide since 1985

BEAUTY BY AMANDA
Ultimate Non-Surgical Face-Lift * Massages*
Tanning * Shellac manicures * Hair Removal *
Hot Stone Massage
For an appointment or consultation contact Amanda
on 01938 580002 or 07950 385215
“Beauty By Amanda Welshpool” for special offers
or e-mail amandaspencer@sky.com
Also available Spray Tan Parties; Consultant for “Arbonne”

FEEL GREAT WITH ALOE VERA
Superb quality Aloe Vera and bee products.
Drinks, topical creams, supplements,
personal care, skin care, weight management,
cosmetics, animal care (domestic and farm).
Special gift ideas. 60-day, money-back guarantee.
Try some products at home free.
Carol and Paul Harris 01938 553430
carol@aloevera.uk.net www.bit.ly/carolshop

LEIGHTON GARDENING SERVICES
For lawn-mowing, verge
clearing, paddock cutting,
cultivating, long-reach hedge
clipping, patio cleaning,
fencing, and any other
gardening needs.

Contact: 01938 570241 or 07813 720080

FUNERAL CELEBRANT
Juli Moran
Trained, caring professional who meets with the
family at their time of loss. I create a unique,
personal ceremony to honour and celebrate the life
of your loved one. Contact me directly, or give my
details to your local funeral director.
01691 860283 www.julimoran.com/funerals

NEW & USED DRESS AGENCY
Buy or Sell Brand New & Pre-loved Clothing
Please call beforehand if you wish to bring your pre-loved
clothing & accessories into our store

T: 01743 790600 M: 07795 592716
E: sue.lindsay@stiperstones.net
Upstairs at CONNECTIONS,
Shrewsbury Rd, Pontesbury SYS 0QD
Facebook: Gladrags Pontesbury

SPLASH Plumbing & Heating Engineers
GAS SAFE & OFTEC Registered. Fully Trained and CRBchecked staff. Free Quotation and Advice. Installation,
Service and Repair, from a tap washer to a complete
plumbing/heating installation. 24-hour Emergency Call Out
available to our customers. Fully Insured.

Call your local plumbers on:
01938 555566 or 07800 552026 or 07581 033549

BOOKKEEPING SOLUTIONS
A cost effective bookkeeping service for small to
medium size businesses. Services include
computerised accounting, VAT Returns,
management accounts.
IAB Registered
GARRETTS LTD
Tel: 01938 580533
e-mail: garrettsmail@btinternet.com
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THE LEIGHTON DIRECTORY 3.
Range Cookers
Woodburners
Fires & Fire Places
Flue Pipes
CCTV Surveys
Installations
Dragon Works, Henfaes Lane, Welshpool
t: 01938 552246 e: kaye@derwas.co.uk
www.derwas.co.ukuk

JANE WILLIAMS HAIRDRESSING
Phone: 07989 349386
Mobile hairdressing, cuts, colours,perms.
New from 2016, hair extension and also
QUALITY BRIDAL HAIR SERVICE.
j.williams364@btinternet.com

££££££££££££
Do you know someone who would like
some extra income
part-time, working from home?
Students? Retired people? Young mums?
If so, please contact Carol Harris
on 01938 553430 for more information

Thanks to the Lowfield Inn - our sponsors this month

2017 offer to newsletter readers
Lowfield meals at
Offer available to end of March*

10%
OFF

We pride
ourselves on using locally sourced
produce whenever possible and
always have several of the best
local ales on tap as well as the
best wines from all over the
world.
Our food is best described as
'Classic British' in style (although don't be surprised to
see influences from other regions!)
Clip and bring this coupon*
And we serve our full menu all day, every day.
to claim your discount

Lowfield Inn/Leighton News Offer
Up to 31st March 2017

To book your table please call 01743 891 313

The next issue will be March 2017. Please don’t forget the deadline which is:

Friday 17th February 2017
Please send your copy (as soon as possible) to:
DAVID HOLLOWAY 01938 570675 news@long-mountain.co.uk

