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CHURCH SERVICES
MAY 2017

Date/Day
Sunday 7th May

Leighton

9.30am Holy Communion

Sunday 14th May

3.00pm Holy Communion

Sunday 21st May

11.00am Holy Communion

Sunday 28th May

11.00am

Sidesmens

Trelystan

Morning Praise

Leighton Church Rotas for May

C ALEXANDER & C WALTON

Altar Brass & Flowers
L CLARE & J POWELL

Thank you to all the flower arranging team who made Leighton Church look splendid for the
Easter service and special thanks to Jean Bennett and Barb Mills for also polishing the brass.

There will be a Tidy Up Morning, in Leighton Churchyard on Saturday 6th May between
10.00am and 12.00noon.Tea, coffee & biscuits (maybe cake!) provided.
Also, we will soon be starting the grass-cutting season so if people have a strimmer and can
spare an hour, in an evening, once a month we would be very pleased to hear from them.
Please contact David Griffiths 555458
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A walk on the
Wild Side!

Sound Bath — Guided By Gillian Evans
Leighton Village Hall — 7th May at 7.30pm
Sound bath is a chance to come and relax to the sound of
gong, voice, crystal bowls and other instruments.
All you need to do is lie down and allow the sounds to
flow and bathe you allowing your body mind and spirit to
relax, heal and harmonise.
Please bring a mat or a blanket and pillows. If you are
unable to lie down you can sit on a chair.
Gill is a qualified sound healer and facilitator for over 10
years and has vast experience in healing modalities
Sound baths are a way to experience the beautiful healing
power of sound. They are offered all over the country.
If you would like more information or would like to book
on the sound bath Please contact me
Session £15
Gilli.Healing@gmail. com

Leighton Churchyard looks particularly lovely
at this time of year so go in there and have a
walk around and see the beautiful carpet of
wild flowers. Bluebells, cowslips, wood
anemonies, violets, primroses – I’m sure Ann
Markwick could list many more, all nestled
under the trees. It is impressive. Well done
to David Griffiths and his band of
strummers......sorry......strimmers, who manage
it all keeping the edges trimmed to show off
the wild flora.
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Now that Spring is here it’s a good time to
visit Powis Castle again. The Peacocks and
Peahens are extremely tame and always
ready to pose for photos. You may even be
able to snap one of the really rare four
legged variety!
************
Historical stories are the theme of this issue
from 19th century landscaping, to the 1950s for both
Leighton Village and, via modern technology, our
Royal Family.
Our grandparents marvelled at the fact they saw the
first cars on the roads, the first planes flying overhead,
telephones, radio broadcasts and lived long enough to
enjoy colour television.
Our post-war parents persevered through austerity
of the 50s saving up for the luxuries of the day like
washing machines and fridges. Before built in
obsolescence and the push for permanent economic
growth these ‘luxuries’ lasted 30 years or more.
In 1970 our baby-boomer generation experienced
‘Future Shock’ – a book about the accelerated
increase of technological and social change leaving
people suffering from information overload. Sound
familiar? Nobody had time to read the book…
For our children events have come full circle – our
memories and the tales we heard from parents and
grandparents have become suitable subjects for
costume drama mini-series streamed on demand to
any number of portable or static devices.
*****************
Thanks to the contributors this month and the other
offers for articles in future issues. Keep ‘em coming
— we need items of all shapes and sizes for feature
packed pages.

National Association of
Decorative & Fine Arts Societies
The May NADFAS (National Association of
Decorative & Fine Arts Society) meeting is on
Thursday the 25th, at The Royal Oak Hotel,
Welshpool. It will begin at 2.30pm.

The speaker is Fenella
Billington, and the subject is
Murders, Mistresses and
Musketeers - The French
Monarchy After King Francis 1
(1547-1643)
Non-members are welcome, but a
donation of £5 is suggested to help
cover costs. No need to book, just
turn up.
For more information telephone Avril on 01938
555938 or e-mail avril@avrilhart.com

Star Readers this month who generously
sent a donation to the newsletter are:
* Margaret Harrison
* Roger Brooks
If you would like to contribute to our running
costs, cheques to “Leighton Newsletter” can
be sent to our treasurer, Tanya Allison at
Oak Villa, Leighton, Welshpool SY21 8HL

Steve

MARTON
Friday
28th April
at 7:30
IMDb

WELSHPOOL
Monday
8th May

at 7:00pm
THE GIRL ON THE TRAIN

Tickets are £4.00. Under 16s £2.00.
Bar and refreshments. All welcome.

IMDb LIGHT BETWEEN OCEANS

Doors open at 6:30pm at the Assembly Room.
Tickets: £3.50 Refreshments available.
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Our thoughts are with Roy Powell and Shirley Cadwallader and all the family on the
passing of their father Bernard Powell who along with his late wife Ida had been very
involved in Leighton life when they lived in the village at Gravel Lodge for many years.
Congratulations to Helen and

Happy 97th Birthday on 30th
April to Bert Jones of Eryl who is
a fountain of local knowledge and
is fitter than most of us.
Congratulations Bert.

Aneurin Lloyd of Oaklands on
the arrival of little Owain Ellis
Lloyd, a new brother to Sara,
Ieuan and Ffion.

Congratulations to Elaine and Roy Maddox as they are Grandparents once again. This time it’s the
turn of their son James and his partner Jasmin Starkie who have had a baby boy that they have
named Leighton James Maddox. We send our congratulations also to James and Jasmin across
the globe to their home in Perth, Western Australia.

Congratulations to the ever stylish and elegant Sylvia
and Gordon Helliwell who are celebrating 60 years of
marriage with their Diamond Wedding Anniversary.
Congratulations to Lynne & Denny Harris at White House
Cottages on their 25th Wedding Anniversary. To celebrate they
will be travelling around New Zealand for a month — setting off
on 2nd May — Bon Voyage!
Happy Birthdays to:
Ellen Bowker
17 on May 23rd
and
Hannah Bowker
13 on May 19th

Welcome to the village to two local families who have
moved into nearby houses in the Pentre.
Rosie and Gareth (Spud) Williams are familiar
faces in Leighton and have now moved into 7
Pentre Row along with their little girl Angharad.
Also welcome to Anne and Chris Jones and their
daughter Ruby who have moved into Pentre Lodge. We feel
sure that you will all be very happy here in Leighton.

Bags of rubbish have been left in
Leighton Village Hall car park so
everyone is reminded that the bins are
locked and for Leighton School’s use only
and not for general use by villagers.

Thank you again to
Sarah & Hadyn Jones
who have had another
session tidying up the
Village Hall hedges and
Leighton Churchyard.

COMMENT
I was a little surprised at the item a couple of issues ago about the (non) Village Show! It said that as none of the
committee members felt able to take on leadership of organising it, the show would have to be cancelled. It
would have been nice to include in the article an invitation to anyone else interested to get involved. There’s a
whole village full of people here and there may well have been someone able to take on the ‘challenge’.
I wonder if this was considered at the last committee meeting?
Carol Harris
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REVVING UP — LEIGHTON 60 YEARS ON

Cyril Alderson
of Lower Leighton
(Marjorie’s father)
Mr Teddy Lewis
(Butcher from Carno)

Jack Evans
(of Wernllwyd)

Ben Alderson
of Glanmeheli
(Cyril’s brother)

Anne Salter
(Vicar’s daughter)

Maude & Rev John Salter

Here we see Rev John W Salter who was Vicar of
Leighton parish 1937-1946 returning as a guest of the
Alderson shooting party. 60 years on how many
shooting parties our present vicar Rev Robert Leach has
been to is probably in single figures, nay I’m guessing
its zero as the village has changed so much in the
intervening six decades. Also the formal black clerical
attire of Rev Salter is in great contrast to our own Rev
Robert’s off duty collection of modern pink lambswool
jumpers . The fashionable tweed suits of everyone else
in the photo have changed little other than modern day
breeks are a little narrower than the plus fours on
display and it looks as if gun laws were a little more
relaxed in those days also.
Way back in the 1800’s the only parish church for this
village was up on Trelystan on the Long Mountain with
Leighton being just a handful of scattered homesteads
with a ford over the river and the original Jacobean

Maurice Jones
(of Lydbury North)

RW Griffiths
(of Woodlands)

Leighton Hall inhabited by Thomas Parry who was
considered the Squire of the village although the local
Corbett family actually owned the estate. Then as we all
know the very wealthy Liverpudlian banker John Naylor
married a Shropshire lass and his uncle bought the
Leighton Estate as a wedding present (not for them the
now popular card in with the invite “we request only
your presence not your presents”), along with a huge
amount of money to develop the 4000+ acres. A
fortune, contacts with the most gifted architects and
builders of the age and bucketfuls of ambition and style
.........how lucky are we that they chose Leighton.
John Naylor demolished the old hall and set about
building his model farm (think gentleman’s agricultural
complex built to opulent standards rather then lego) and
re-routed roads etc. to suit his plans and established the
new school. He built the Church and Vicarage and the
first incumbent in 1853 was Rev John Judge – now
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there’s a name to put the fear of God into you, it sounds
like something out of the Wild West.
When my father was in Leighton School in the late
1930’s he remembered the elderly Miss Naylor (who
still lived in the hall for a few years after the sale of her
father’s estate in the financial slump in 1931), visiting
Leighton school with a baby kangaroo in her basket that
was bred on the estate. How many of those does Mr
Harte our present Headteacher see brought in for ‘Show
and Tell’ today I wonder? Of course we now have in
the village llamas, Highland cattle and the odd Shetland
pony but at the height of the Naylor’s reign the exotic
pets must have been quite something with a herd of
bison – can you imagine huge bison – roaming the front
fields and the holes in the roadside stone wall by the
Home Farm were made for the herdsmen to be able to
safely feed them. The kangaroo keepers house was
apparently Rufus.
Looking at the photo of Rev Salter 60 years ago there
were 12 dairy farms in the village then with the herds
walking the roads for milking twice each day – no
manicured mown verges then or walking pet pooches
along through the Home Farm as the mud was
splattered everywhere and working farm dogs roamed
their territories. Now there are just 2 dairy farms left
and the cows on both are housed indoors so sadly the
sight of a cow in a field is now a rare occurrence. 60
years ago the Cilcewydd Creamery was one of the
largest employers in the area and this was sited in the
huge brick Naylor built Corn Mill at the Cilcewydd
Junction by the side of the railway and river. All around
the village shining milk churns were clustered on
roadside milk stands and collected daily by the
numerous Creamery lorries with their rattling chains
and clanking churns swinging around the lanes and
roads, all heading down towards The Mill. Today much
of it is Johnny Roberts’ vehicle repair yard.
60 years ago Leighton parish consisted of about 85
properties and now with all the new estates and building
conversions it is over 150 so this parish alone has nearly
doubled in numbers with Rev Robert now having his
work cut out. When Rev Salter was vicar here he lived
at Leighton Vicarage and as the walk to the church was
100 yards he did not own a car and his daughter Anne
used to walk into Welshpool to attend Mrs Woolley’s
fee paying school. He was also vicar of Trelystan and
however treacherous the ice or deep the snow (and there
were some severe snow storms then) Rev Salter would
walk up there in his regalia battling through to take the
service in the little unheated half timbered church on the
mountain in the sure knowledge that all the farming
families would do likewise. Often the walk down

Leighton Bank in the snow and ice was a little less
dignified but the steadfast determination shown in those
days by the congregation and the vicar alike was
humbling.
In the 1960’s I used to walk to Leighton School – usually
late and dawdling along with Dee Thomas picking
celandines and nattering – and one day we were offered
a lift by Mrs Senator Davies of Leighton Hall in her
huge left hand drive Cadillac convertible car. We
thought we were the bees’ knees but Mr Knight the
Headmaster was not impressed, we were still late. Mrs
Senator Davies was the wife of Senator Rupert Davies
the wealthy newspaper magnate who was born in
Welshpool and made his fortune in Canada with
Leighton Hall being their frequently visited holiday
home.
The village was stuffed with children then with many
dens made in the Home Farm buildings and all the
Youth Club/Scout/Guide groups held in the old
corrugated iron Guildroom with even a little shop in the
Pentre later used as the Scout Hut. Lifelong friendships
made and great memories shared – we were so blessed
to have grown up with so much freedom and in a special
village surrounded by such neighbours.
When Rev Salter’s wife Maude sadly died in the 1990’s
her funeral was in Hereford and our valiant vicar at the
time, Rev Philip Harratt drove a car load of ladies who
were all friends of her daughter Anne to pay their
respects, all organised by Marjorie. No sat-navs then but
thankfully for Rev Philip all of his passengers excelled at
geography so he no doubt had no need of one.
Today our vicar Rev Robert and his
wife Janet live in the vicarage in
Chirbury and thankfully he does
have a car as his parish covers not
only Leighton and Trelystan but also
Marton, The Marsh (on Stapley Hill
by Corndon), Middleton and
Chirbury. The number of churches
Rev Robert has now and the vast
size of his parish would be
Rev Robert with his pink
shirt & microphone – both inconceivable 60 years ago. To get
vital to a modern Vicar around his 6 churches he travels
many miles, over two mountains and
even crosses a border as some of his churches are here in
Wales and some over Offa’s Dyke in England.
Special thanks to Marjorie Cadwallader for sharing the
photo with us all — 60 years and so many changes for
the clergy and parishioners alike — Jane Walton
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SYLVIA’S SUCCESSFUL SATURDAY!
At the Leighton Village Hall Coffee Morning on 1st April Sylvia and her posse raised an excellent £332.50
so its thank you to everyone who helped on the day and a special ‘thank you’ to everyone who came
along on the morning and joined in the fun. The Helliwell tea towels and pictures went down a storm!

HOLLY DYER’S LONDON MARATHON
Good Luck to Holly who will be running in the London Marathon on
23rd April — almost exactly the same time we’ll be printing this issue of
the newsletter! We’ll have a full report in next month’s issue. Readers
will remember that Holly trained for months to run in last year’s event only to to be
invalided out a few weeks before the off. Now race fit, Holly has raised even more for her
favourite charity Mind. You can see the latest total and still make a contribution by visiting
the web site www.tinyurl.com/me2u82h (this is a live link in the online versions)

WE DON’T HAVE 9 LIVES — SO BOOK YOUR PLACE FOR
9:30 am - 12:00
OR
2:00 pm - 4:30

SATURDAY
29th APRIL

FREE
Hands-on
DEFIBRILLATOR
Demonstrations
at the

Village Hall

To help our arrangements please book early by phoning
Sylvia on 555 679 or Christine on 552 833
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Ted’s Story
Last night I was feeling a little sad
As I climbed into my bed
So I picked up this book of poetry
Written by a man named Ted

CLUB

Each poem, it told Ted’s story
And I began to see
That someone I had never met
Had felt the same as me
He wrote of life as he lived it
The beauty, the hopes, the fears
And some of the tales he told made me laugh
Whilst others reduced me to tears
Ted was a very observant man
Who stared life full-on in the face
He had witnessed the greed, the horror and misery
Every sin, in our poor Human Race
Writing with candour Ted had put Hope
At the very top of his list
For he’d also seen beautiful things that were done
By the few in this world who exist
He had lived all alone for years in the bush
And I felt I could sense Ted’s reasons
It was the pure simple joy of living with nature
He was one with the land and the seasons

100

APRIL

Ann Cadwallader

£20 (no.83)

Jenny Sanders

£10 (no.63)

Sharon Wainwright

£10 (no.113)

Ann Markwick

£5 (no.8)

Jane & Tony Walton

£5 (no.71)

Apologies previous winners if you haven't had your
money yet but it will be with you very soon. Promise!
Many thanks, Catherine

Who is Old Herbaceous?
CLUE No. 3
The poet’s nom de plume may reveal
something about his character.
Hint: Old Herb is still open to
offers from publishers so you
won’t find him on Wikipedia

Sometimes old Ted would climb up on his horse
For the occasional trip into town
To see what was new, who’d done what and to whom
And to drink a few ice cold beers down
But all the while Ted would be watching
Like a vigilant solider on guard
What was happening with folk, how they felt, what they
spoke
What was good, what was bad, what was hard
And he’d paid much attention to detail
Noting each separate small human trait
That makes us folk unique from each other
And which heralds the course of our Fate
Then off he’d go home to the bush, would Ted
Through the scrub, past the Wattle and boulders
To sit by the fire with the moon as his friend
And the wealth of the world on his shoulders
Now I picture Ted still there, writing
All that poetry so flowing and free
Each piece a story of life as it’s lived
By people like you and like me.

TIME FOR A NEW BOILER?
Save money and
energy with a
modern fuel
efficient boiler

10% Discount on
boiler services
this month
Quote: LN05

FREE Quotations for Central Heating
Installations — with up to 10 year Guarantees
1 & 2 Jehu Road, Welshpool
Tel: 01938 552 976
Email: sales@nj-evans.co.uk
Web: www.nj-evans.co.uk

All Work Undertaken by Our Own
Qualified Local Engineers

In memory of Ted, and old Ocker I only heard
about but felt I had known forever.
Patricia A. Checkley 1987.
Register

Accredited Installer
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Edward Kemp and his influence on Leighton Estate
On Wednesday the 5th April I attended the unveiling
of a Blue Plaque at Birkenhead Park to honour
Edward Kemp 1817 – 1891. The protégé of Joseph
Paxton, he assisted Paxton in the development of
Birkenhead Park, from a wet agricultural landscape to
become the first
public funded park
and the forerunner
of the Public Park
Movement
in
Britain. April 5th
also celebrated, to
the day, 130 years
since the opening of
the Park in 1887.
Joseph Paxton was
famous for creating
th e
park
at
Chatsworth for
Summer — one of the
the
Duke
of
Four Seasons sculptures
Devonshire, 90
miles from Birkenhead, and for the creation of the
Crystal Palace. Edward Kemp trained under Paxton at
Chatsworth. Paxton was approached by Birkenhead
Improvement Commission in August 1843. He
accepted the commission and completed the plans for
the new park by November 1843. He employed his
assistant, Edward Kemp, to supervise the work.
Paxton only visited very occasionally. The Park had
lakes, boat houses, bridges and carriage drives, and
also a number of lodges for staff.
On the recommendation of Paxton the Commissioners
employed Edward Kemp to be the Park’s first
Superintendent and Manager and that he should be
housed in Lodge No 2, the Italian Lodge rent and rates
free. Edward Kemp continued to manage and improve
the new park until the recession hit Birkenhead. In
1850 Kemp was told that they could no longer afford
to employ him but that he could remain in the Italian
Lodge rent and rate free. This stimulated Kemp to
look for other landscape commissions. Kemp's How to
lay out a Small Garden (1850), and The Parks and
Gardens of London (1850) were an important
influence on the High-Victorian Mixed Style. Kemp
designed many parks and gardens and was one of the
judges for the design for Central Park New York. The
Olmsted and Vaux design was chosen in 1858. The
Central Park design was based on Birkenhead Park
design but was of course vastly larger.
As a Liverpool Banker John Naylor would be aware

of what was being developed at Birkenhead. Whilst
his new Leighton Hall was being built he
commissioned Kemp to design the gardens and
landscape in 1850. This was probably one of Kemp’s
first commissions and currently the only known Kemp
designed works in
Wales.
The
formal
gardens around the
house are terraced
on two levels with
an octagonal pool
and a flower garden
(the
Library
Garden) enclosed
by a high wall.
Kemp incorporated
elements of an
earlier garden with
The Serpentine pond and Icarus
ornamental pools
and
sculptures
linked by raised walkways and bridges. In an informal
area, the serpentine pond, with the statue of Icarus falling
into it, was a focal point in the landscape. The influence
of Kemp can be seen in the Cascade from Holly Bush
Pool, running alongside the footpath and road to Holly
Bush, the former High Bridge and the many rides
through the estate above Leighton Hall. When Kemp
worked for John Naylor the slopes above Leighton Hall
were a mixture of woodland and agricultural small
holdings. The hillside was only planted up for forestry
after 1931, when the estate was sold. Kemp's work was
completed by c1870. What a project!
John Marwick
Photographs from a 1933 family album
Thanks for information given by Glynis Shaw, Chair of
the Clwyd Branch of the Welsh Historic Gardens Trust

Statuary and fountain
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Another Upturned Car by Lower Leighton
This Renault Clio ended up on its roof in Lower
Leighton. I made the following comment to Helen Clerk
at Forden Community Council:The vehicle was travelling towards the School, probably
too fast, and managed to turn over and ended up facing
in the opposite direction. The road had recently been
washed clean so dirt was not the problem.
The Highways Department have decided that no one
goes more than 40mph here - but this car was. There is a
dip where the car left the road. If the camber was
adjusted then possibly these accidents may be avoided.
Can the community take this up again with PCC
Highways before some gets killed?
John Markwick

The Stone Path
My next-door neighbour, Mrs Jones,
Has got a garden full of stones.
A crazy path, a lily pond,
A rockery, and just beyond,
A sundial, a strange device,
Which Mrs Jones thinks rather nice.
My next-door neighbour Mrs Jones,
Puts little plants between the stones
They are so delicate and small
They don't mean anything at all.
I can't think how she gets them in,
Unless she plants them with a pin.
My next-door neighbour Mrs Jones,
Once asked me in to see her stones.
We stood and talked about a flower
For quite a quarter of an hour.
"Where is this lovely thing?" I cried.
"You're standing on it," she replied.

How many of Leighton Village Royalists have seen The
Crown? We watch very few TV series preferring to rent
DVDs of full cinema films. However the Radio Times in
December not only rated the series very highly but
offered a month’s gift subscription to NetFlix. Never ones
to turn down a freebie we duly logged in.
Certainly, the accolades are well deserved. Claire Foy as
the young HMQ is impeccable; Eileen Atkins as the chainsmoking Queen Mary is absolutely brilliant – but with
such a habit only survives for the first few episodes.
The era is the mythology of our childhood – memories
of the coronation with street parties and all the
neighbours from our road crammed into one living
room to watch the astounding technology of the live
broadcast on a 9 inch black & white television set.
The first season of the Crown covers the death of George VI,
the decline of Churchill, Princess Margret’s thwarted
romance with Group Capt. Townsend and leaves us with
Eden on the brink of the Suez fiasco. Season two is in the
can after which Claire Foy is handing over to an older
actress eventually making way for Helen Mirren (probably).
As well as the free trial, I was interested in the
technology. We tested the mid-price package with HD
and full Dolby surround sound. Both were excellent
cinema quality – this also included the production
values of the Crown and other NetFlix originals. The
system is easier to navigate and more reliable than the
BBC iPlayer. Yes, we carried on as subscribers but we
shared the mid-price option so two people can watch
different programs at the same time – it brings the cost
down to £3.75 a month each – almost a no-brainer!
But you do need decent broadband…. a later topic?

AN EVENING WITH MARTIN BARRY

DH

Saturday 6th May 7:30pm
Church House, Welshpool
With a lifetime in
entertainment Martin has
worked holiday centres, major
hotels, cruise ships, toured
Europe & USA. Worked
alongside many famous
names. With a vast repertoire
including popular ballads,
Country Music, Rock ‘n’ Roll, Martin entertains with an easy
style, with a sprinkling of humour, helped by a Big voice that
covers 3 octaves.Tickets £10 including supper. Bring your
own Drinks! Tickets from Welshpool Jewellers.
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The days are warming up and the National Garden Scheme will celebrates its 90th birthday in May! Did you know we
have raised over £50 million since the first gardens opened for the Queen's Nursing Institute in 1927? In 2016 we had a
record year raising over £3 million of which £22,000 was raised here in North Powys, all thanks to our wonderful garden
owners and you our garden visitors.
So, let’s enjoy more ‘Great Gardens and Great Cake’. In North Powys, there are 7 opening in May as well as a number of
gardens that open for private visits for groups of friends or societies. You can also buy a copy of “Blooming Delicious”,
recipes from our garden owners, when you visit. Discover more at www.ngs.org.uk or pick up our new 2017 Powys
leaflets at local libraries, tourist information centres, post offices and shops and businesses throughout Powys and
follow us on Facebook and Twitter @powysngs. Thank you.
Helen Anthony Publicity Officer 01686 941795

Sunday 30 April, Monday 1 May (2-5pm)
Oak Cottage, 23 High Street, Welshpool SY21 7JP. Adm £3.50 chd free Entered from Bowling Green Lane
which runs parallel to the High St in centre of Welshpool. Revamped during the last 3yrs this is a plantsman's
small and hidden garden providing an oasis of green in the town centre. Gravel paths and stepping stones
meander through a wide variety of plants, incl unusual species. Alpines are a favourite with more varieties for
2017. Period Wardian Case, alpine house and collection of insectivorous plants Gravel paths and steep slope at
entrance. Refreshments and plants for sale.Wheelchair access. Featured in Welsh Country Magazine
Saturday 6 and Sunday 7 May (9-5pm)
Dingle Nursery and Gardens, Welshpool SY21 9JD Adm£3.50 chd free to NGS this weekend
RHS recommended 4½ acre garden on S facing site, sloping down to lakes surrounded by yr-round interest.
Beds mostly colour themed with a huge variety of rare and unusual trees, ornamental shrubs and herbaceous
plants. Set in hills of mid Wales this beautiful and well known garden attracts visitors from Britain and abroad.
Dogs allowed, plants for sale, refreshments
Saturday 13 and Sunday 14 May (12-5pm)
1 Church Bank, Welshpool SY21 7DR. Adm £3.50 chd free.
Visits also by arrangement May to Aug, groups 6+. Ring Mel and Heather 01938 559112
A jewel in the town. Walk through the ground floor of this C17 town house into a large garden room which also
houses a museum of tools from different trades. Mystic pool of smoke and sounds. Outside a Gothic arch and
zig zag path leads to a shell grotto and bonzai garden, fernery and many unusual features. Sounds of water fill
the air and interesting plants fill the intimate space. Children's garden quiz, Museum of Country Life Featured
in County Times, Shropshire Star, Chronicle and Welsh Country Magazine. Dogs on short leads welcome.
Home made teas
Saturday 20 and Sunday 21 May (2-5pm)
Rock Mill, Abermule SY15 6NN Adm £4 chd free *** NEW for 2017***
3 acre riverside garden in a wooded valley. Colourful borders and shrubberies, specimen trees, terraces,
woodland walks, bridges, extensive lawns, fishponds, orchard, herb and vegetable gardens. Features incl
beehives, dovecote, heather thatched roundhouse and remnants of industrial past (corn mill and railway line).
Child friendly activities (supervision required) incl sunken trampoline, croquet and badminton, animal treasure
hunt, interactive quiz, wilderness trails. Sensible shoes and a sense of adventure recommended
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Saturday 27 May, Sunday 28 May (2-5pm)
1 Ystrad House, Knighton, LD7 1EB Adm 4 chd free
An unsuspected town garden hidden behind Ystrad House, a Regency villa of earlier origins. Developed over
the last 10yrs with an emphasis on tranquillity and timelessness: having broad lawns and wide borders, mature
trees and more intimate features adding interest and surprise. The formal areas merge with wooded glades
leading to a riverside walk alongside the River Teme

Rock House
Sunday 28 May (2-5pm)
The Rock House, Llanbister, LD1 6TN Adm £4 chd free
An acre of informal hillside garden at 1000ft with sweeping views over Radnorshire Hills and managed using
organic principles. The garden features hardy perennials and shrubs, raised beds, a walkway over a bog garden,
dry shady border, wildlife ponds, grazed bluebell meadow, a laburnum arch and an epic greenhouse! Children's
quiz to keep small people busy in the garden and meadow.
Wednesday 31 May (10.30 – 4.30pm)
Grandma’s Garden, Felingerrig, Machynlleth, SY20 8UJ Adm £4 chd £1.50
Inspiration for the senses, unique, fascinating, educational and fun. Strategic seating, continuous new
attractions, wildlife abundant, 9 acres of peace. Sculptures, poetry arboretum. Seven sensory gardens, wildlife
pond, riverside boardwalk, stone circle, labyrinth. Azaleas and bluebells in May. Children welcome. Plas
Dolguog Hotel open their café in the conservatory - the hotel is the admission point - serving inside and out on
patio overlooking gardens.

ALL GONE TO POT
Calling all gardeners. Have you any plants that you are splitting up and
could spare the odd one for the Plant Stall at Leighton Church Fete on
Saturday 24th June? All donations will be gratefully received. Please
bring on the day.
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MID-WALES & BORDERS PEST CONTROL

COOKSON TRAVEL LTD

Wasps, Flies, Moles, Rats and Mice - whatever
your pest, we can help. Call Simon on:
01938 556807 or 07811 637896
mwbpestcontrol@gmail.com
www.midwalesborderspestcontrol.co.uk

Group Travel for all occasions
16 to 57 seat Coaches
Personal and friendly service
Tel: 01938 553465
cooksongrouptravel@yahoo.co.uk
Hope Lane : Welshpool : SY21 8HF

OAKLEAF JOINERY
Roy Maddox
Building and Joinery Services
Unit 6, Leighton Centre

01938 553748

PETER WHALE
Decorating Contractor

Quality Workmanship

Tel: 01691 829 524 for
your free estimate

THE HERBERT ARMS, CHIRBURY Tel: 01938 561216

Lunches and evening meals served daily, apart
from Tuesday.
Sunday Roast
lunch, with dessert,
for only £10!
Local Ales Available

KINGSWOOD FRAMES & MIRRORS
Framers, Carvers, Gilders, Restorers
Tim Haysell

Mobile:
07870 274228

Unit 2, Offa’s Dyke Business Park

Email:
peter.whaledecorating@gmail.com

Gerry Hill & John Nunn

Tel: 01938 580346

Tel: 01938 554985

Paddock Electrical Ltd
Established 22 Years
Testing and Inspection
Fire Alarms/Emergency Lighting
Installations & Rewires
Electrical Condition Reports
Solar Panel Installation

info@brooklyn-kennels-cattery.co.uk

ANDREW THOMAS
Agricultural Contracting and

www.paddockelectrical.co.uk
Tel 01938 555521 Email info@paddockelectrical.co.uk

JANE WILLIAMS HAIRDRESSING
Phone: 07989 349386
Mobile hairdressing, cuts, colours,perms.

Septic Tank Emptying

New from 2016, hair extension and also

01938 553219

QUALITY BRIDAL HAIR SERVICE.
j.williams364@btinternet.com

15

THE LEIGHTON DIRECTORY 2.
WINDOW & SOLAR PANEL
CLEANING

Sunday Roast Dinner
£8.50 served all day 12:00 - 7:00 pm
Afternoon Cream Teas 3:00 - 6:00 pm weekends

Local Service for Residential
and Commercial Properties
Free Quotes and Affordable Rates
01938 570854 or 07779 837268
www.welshpoolwindowcleaning.co.uk

Tel: 01938 553076

www.greendragonbuttingtonwelshpool.co.uk

DI STEVENS

BEAUTY BY AMANDA

MCSP HPC Reg

Ultimate Non-Surgical Face-Lift * Massages*
Tanning * Shellac manicures * Hair Removal *
Hot Stone Massage
For an appointment or consultation contact Amanda
on 01938 580002 or 07950 385215
“Beauty By Amanda Welshpool” for special offers
or e-mail amandaspencer@sky.com

Chartered Human and Animal Physiotherapist
07808 529925
Helping you and your loved ones reduce pain
and restore movement
Home Visits Available

FEEL GREAT WITH ALOE VERA
Superb quality Aloe Vera and bee products.
Drinks, topical creams, supplements,
personal care, skin care, weight management,
cosmetics, animal care (domestic and farm).
Special gift ideas. 60-day, money-back guarantee.
Try some products at home free.
Carol and Paul Harris 01938 553430
carol@aloevera.uk.net www.bit.ly/carolshop

LEIGHTON GARDENING SERVICES
For lawn-mowing, verge
clearing, paddock cutting,
cultivating, long-reach hedge
clipping, patio cleaning,
fencing, and any other
gardening needs.

Contact: 01938 570241 or 07813 720080

FUNERAL CELEBRANT
Juli Moran
Trained, caring professional who meets with the
family at their time of loss. I create a unique,
personal ceremony to honour and celebrate the life
of your loved one. Contact me directly, or give my
details to your local funeral director.
01691 860283 www.julimoran.com/funerals

Also available Spray Tan Parties; Consultant for “Arbonne”

THE VINYL REVIVAL!
Old and new vinyl needs
HI-Fi Sound from Inheritance Tracks

HEAR the difference — no more

£6.75
1,000s of sales worldwide since 1985

SPLASH Plumbing & Heating Engineers
GAS SAFE & OFTEC Registered. Fully Trained and CRBchecked staff. Free Quotation and Advice. Installation,
Service and Repair, from a tap washer to a complete
plumbing/heating installation. 24-hour Emergency Call Out
available to our customers. Fully Insured.

Call your local plumbers on:
01938 555566 or 07800 552026 or 07581 033549

BOOKKEEPING SOLUTIONS
A cost effective bookkeeping service for small to
medium size businesses. Services include
computerised accounting, VAT Returns,
management accounts.
IAB Registered
GARRETTS LTD
Tel: 01938 580533
e-mail: garrettsmail@btinternet.com
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Range Cookers
Woodburners
Fires & Fire Places
Flue Pipes
CCTV Surveys
Installations
Dragon Works, Henfaes Lane, Welshpool
t: 01938 552246 e: kaye@derwas.co.uk
www.derwas.co.ukuk

THE COCK HOTEL, FORDEN

Family Friendly — Special Functions can be booked
OAP discounts available
Play Area and a
Large Beer Garden
at rear of the pub

Opening Times
12:00 - 2:30 pm
4:30 pm - LATE

The-Cock-Hotel-Forden

Tel: 01938 580 226

(more photos & recommendations)

££££££££££££
Do you know someone who would like
some extra income
part-time, working from home?
Students? Retired people? Young mums?
If so, please contact Carol Harris
on 01938 553430 for more information

Thanks to COOKSON TRAVEL - our sponsors this month
Established in 2002 by Mike and Chris Cookson, the
Coaches and Minibuses of Cookson Travel Limited are a
familiar sight around the Welshpool
area. They offer Coaches for
hire from 16 – 70 seat capacity
covering all aspects of group
travel over short and long
distances with an ever growing fleet. They also operate
the majority of the Home to
School Transport into the local
High Schools and are proud to
Sponsor Welshpool Junior Football Club with their Kit for
this Season. A family run Company ensures a reliable,
personal and friendly service to its customers.

Hope Lane l Welshpool l SY21 8HF
CooksonTravel

Tel: 01938 553 465
Email: cooksongrouptravel@yahoo.co.uk

The next issue will be June 2017. Please don’t forget the deadline which is:

Friday 19th May 2017
Please send your copy (as soon as possible) to:
DAVID HOLLOWAY 01938 570675 news@long-mountain.co.uk

