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This month’s issue is kindly sponsored by:
SPLASH PLUMBING & HEATING
See back cover for further information
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CHURCH SERVICES OCTOBER 2018

Date

Leighton

Sunday 7th October
Trinity 19

Trelystan

9.30 am
Holy Communion
Coffee & Tea after the service
3.00pm
Holy Communion

Sunday 14th October
Trinity 20

Sunday 21st October
Trinity 21

11.00am
Leighton Harvest Service
Followed at 12.45
by Harvest Lunch
in the Village Hall

Sunday 28th October
Last after Trinity

11.00am
Holy Communion

Leighton Church Rotas – October 2018
Sidesmen
Altar Flowers & Brass Cleaning
Sarah & James Evans
Ann Evans & Janet Williams

TREE OF REMEMBRANCE
There will be a Tree of Remembrance in
Leighton church from the beginning of
October. This is for people to attach
prayers, memories, hopes for peace, etc.
These will be included in our service on
11th November to mark the centenary of
the end of the Great War (WW1).
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-4The Flower Quiz this month is thanks to
Teresa Jenkins supplying the cunning
clues. As before the answers will be in
next month’s issue. So many people
said they had solved the Bird quiz
in March but hadn’t got round to
sending in their answers. This time
please make the effort — scores published for 10 or more
correct answers — but honourable name check mentions
for any attempts. It would be good to know how many
readers give it a go. Nothing to lose, but no actual prizes
either. A reader from Aberystwyth claimed she and her cat
had completed the Bird quiz in just 30 seconds. You’ve got
a whole month to think about it but we may award show-off
points if you manage a brilliant time — get those emails
pouring in…
Archaeological work started on the Beacon Ring in
August — it was the first time the site had been
examined — ten years after it was acquired by
the Clwyd-Powys Archaeological Trust in
2008. The work is necessarily slow and
painstaking and therefore expensive to arrange
funding. To keep up with news of this project and the other
work of the trust, be sure to check out the links in the story
on pages 8 & 9.
What’s on in the year 70? Apparently church services in
Leighton. Instead of the month of September 2018 the
timetable for services read XXX 20 XX. Did nobody
notice? Or were you all too polite to complain? Steve was
just completing the last paper copy when he spotted the
template space holder hadn’t been filled in. It was corrected
in time for the online versions.
25 years ago we bought a good hi-fi amplifier at an LVH
jumble sale—still going strong! So don’t miss the next one
on Saturday 20th October. It’s a chance to clear out your
attics. And get there early to grab the best bargains. See the
details on page 10.

Friday
5 October
at 7:30 pm

The October meeting of The Arts
Society, Mid Wales & Borders
(Formerly NADFAS) takes place on
Thursday the 25th. Venue
is the Royal Oak Hotel,
Welshpool, the talk will
begin at 2.30pm prompt.
The speaker is Daniel
Evans, whose talk is titled
Hercules, Hesperides and
Cardinal Ippolito.
Non-members are welcome to attend, but a
donation of £6 per person towards costs will be
appreciated.
For further details contact avril@avrilhart.com or
telephone Dennis on 01938 555 574

FREE FRUIT
Not only has Teresa supplied us with this
month’s Super Flower Quiz but here’s a special
offer for Leighton News readers—this is her
Stop Press email:
“I have a good crop of medlars this year and if
anyone can use them please give me a ring on
01938 553 545. I hate to see them going to waste.”

Monday
1 October
at 7:00 pm

th

st

THE GUERNSEY LITERARY AND
POTATO PEEL PIE SOCIETY
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It was with great sadness that we learnt of the passing of Shirley Bevan of
2 Moel-y-mab Cottages, Leighton. Shirley had lived here in The Pentre for so many
years and we have been grateful for all her support towards many village causes. We
will all miss her greatly and send our best wishes and support to her son Tony, daughter
Caroline and her beloved granddaughter Cerys.
Thank you to Allan Lloyd who has skilfully cut the hedges of Leighton Village Hall
and we are very grateful for his support. We also thank Sarah & Haydyn Jones
who have done a stirling job clearing all of the brushings from the area.

The Collation of The Rev William K Rowell
as Rector of The Chirbury Group(which includes Leighton & Trelystan)
On 4th September Chirbury Church was full to the aisles of villagers, clergy, vergers and visitors
giving the anticipated service a warm and theatrical atmosphere.
The congregation was welcomed by the sound of Philip sending
those organ notes trilling up into the arches and mingling with the
bellringers chimes above. This was to be the inauguration of Bill
as our Rector and the gravity of the occasion was evident when the
service started with much pageantry and several processions of
clergy, officers and parishioners led by The Bishop in his golden
robes. Throughout the ceremony we had uplifting hymns entwined
around the important religious oaths, symbols and the induction.
In the middle of this was the sermon of the Suffregan Bishop of
Ludlow & Archdeacon of Ludlow, The Rt Rev Alistair Magowan
which was on the theme of love and in which he quoted Aretha
Franklin’s song lyrics including her anthem R.E.S.P.E.C.T. The
coordination of so many well rehearsed stages was impeccable
and even the slight hitch when Bill and the Bishop went into the
porch to ring the church bell to mark Bills possession of the
benefice when the rope snapped, if anything added to the enjoyment. Tony the Churchwarden then
legged it up to the belfry to produce a handbell for Bill to ring to much applause. The bell tolled, all
was well. After the service we had delicious food and to see so many people chatting and milling
around made it a memorable evening and thanks must go to Chirbury for hosting it all so well and to
everyone who took part. We had music, ministry and mysterious mandates with even the Bishop
quoting the Queen of Soul but most of all we had Bill whose kindness and good humour shone out in
the candlelight. The beginning of the next chapter......
JW

Autumn tidy-up

Leighton Churchyard

We will be holding another tidy-up day on Saturday October 13th
10.00am to 12.00noon. Any help will be much appreciated
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Old Leighton Characters – Lily Bason
I thought readers would like to hear about an old Leighton character Lily Bason. She was the daughter of
Field Williams, the gamekeeper on the Leighton Estate and lived
at Park House. She had a sister May who died age 18 and a
Eryl, Leighton 1959
brother Bert who died in 1924 aged 23. They are all buried in
Leighton Churchyard. It is worth having a look.
While living at Park House Lily had a pet fox who had a kennel
close to the house and would not settle down for the night until
she had been to say goodnight, probably giving it a tit-bit. In
later life she had a pet dog Rusty, a mongrel who she would take
for a walk along the Mab on a long piece of twine, fastened to a
piece of wood, which she would let out and rein in as necessary.
She worked at Forden Workhouse as a seamstress and said the
sewing of shrouds upset her.
She married Fred Bason from the Pentre, the village postman,
and they made their home at Park Cottage. They did not have
any children. Fred served in the First World War and suffered
from the effects of Mustard Gas. I remember his funeral in the
60’s as I walked home from Leighton School. Lily had 2 cases of
stuffed animals in her front room at Park Cottage. One had a fox
with a rabbit and a grass snake, the other had a cormorant in it.

FRED BASON

GILLIAN (aged 3)

LILY BASON

Mr and Mrs Bason were friends of my father’s and he rented the
fields at Park Cottage, kept the hedges down by pleaching and kept cattle there as well. After ringing in the
New Year at Leighton Church he would “first foot” for Lily, entering through the front door and leaving via the
back door.
Mr Hancock, Welshpool Hairdresser (where WH Smith is today) lived at Park House in the 60’s and bought a
piece of land from Lily in the 70’s and built the bungalow where Philip and Barbra Mills live today. Lily died
aged 89 in 1978. Dick Gittins, a retired farmer from Trelystan, bought Park Cottage and the land and built
the bungalow where Mott Jones lives today. Poplar Drive is built on Park Cottage fields.
from Gillian Pearce (née Jones)

HISTORY SNIPPET No. 1
Last month’s story about the Leighton church spire reminded David Sutton about the scaffolding and
work on the spire he saw as a pupil on the way home from school. He phoned from Denmark with
his memories of this and the great interest it caused in the village.
Apparently the top of the spire was moving or had started to lean. The scaffolding had to be put up
to the very top and David along with his school friends hoped to make the climb — but were
thwarted to find that the ladders up to the first stage were removed at night.
We think this work was going on between 1939 and 1941. Many photos were taken at the time so
if you know of any do send them in for a future issue.

HISTORY SNIPPET No. 2
In 1870 Thomas Morris, who was mayor of Welshpool, was waiting for the ferry to cross over to Leighton. The
water was very high at the time and he witnessed the ferry tipping over and drowning the ferry-man. He was so
shocked by the event that he started a fund to build a bridge over the Severn. A large part of the funds were
donated by John Naylor of Leighton Hall and the bridge was opened in 1871
from ‘Welshpool Past & Present’
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ANSWERS NEXT MONTH - name checks for all readers sending in any correct answers
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Caer Digoll / Beacon Ring Excavations 2018
August 2018 saw the very first
archaeological exploration of the stone-age
hill fort known as the Beacon Ring.
Richard and Jack (right) worked on a
carefully hand dug narrow section of the
ring border. Richard is pointing out the
strata of previous turf layers compressed
over time. You can see their orange colours
in the high definition pdf online.
TV AERIALS

N

Quarter
height
of ring
border

TRENCH 1

Old turf
Orange
Layers
Bottom
Layer
for lab
dating
Trench
middle
to be
cleared

At the time, there was still a small central strip of soil
to be removed but the lowest exposed level looked
almost like black tarmac—this was actually the most
compressed layer of vegetation at the bottom.
Samples from this layer are now back in the lab for
carbon dating which will establish the age of the fort.
Based on the 50m scale in the diagram, the ring
perimeter is about 580 metres —good going for early
man without the benefit of mechanical diggers.
Offa’s Dyke passes through the Beacon Ring and also the
ditch that defines the Leighton/Trelystan village boundary.

TRENCH 2

Neil Bayliss worked on the
south facing entrance—a
terrific lookout position but
as he pointed out, this was
an unusally wide access
point for a hill fort and
thefore would be be much
harder to protect.
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Clwyd-Powys Archaeological Trust
The logo on the CPAT website, is a square bronze plate, found in 1872 as part of a large hoard of
metalwork discovered under the collapsed rampart of Moel Hiraddug hillfort, Flintshire
CPAT acquired the Beacon Ring hill fort in July 2008 and
started their first exploration in August 2018. There was
great public interest with visitors from all over the world
attending open days. The trust aims to preserve and manage
the site for the benefit and enjoyment of the general public.
The inside of the ring is currently densely wooded. Now
that these trees are reaching maturity it is hoped to find a
way of returning the interior of the site to upland meadow,
just as it was before the early 1950s.
Little appears to be known about the hill fort but with
extensive views far across mid Wales and Shropshire it
would certainly have been a good site for a beacon. Its
Welsh name – Caer Digoll (‘Digoll camp’) – comes from Cefn
Digoll (‘unbroken ridge’) the Welsh name for Long Mountain.

TRENCH 1 - Visitors’ Day

The site has not been excavated, but like other local hillforts it was probably built some time between the Bronze
Age and early Iron Age – after 1000 BC and before AD 50 when the Romans arrived.
The Ackers memorial stone from 1953.
Charles Ackers who lived in Gloucester bought the Leighton Woodlands
from the Naylor family in 1931 which included the Beacon Ring which by
1902 was already planted up with conifers. In 1953 (the year of the
Queen’s coronation) Charles Ackers replaced these trees with the present
plantation being a mixture of conifers and deciduous trees placed so as to
create the monogram EIIR (Elizabeth II Regina) when viewed from the air.

Macmillan Coffee Morning
Sunday 30th September from 11:00am – 2:00pm
Harpwoods Trelystan Leighton SY21 8JB
We are at the top of Long Mountain at the end of the Hope Road
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Come along for a coffee
or a cup of tea

Homemade cakes
& Bring & buy stall
Enjoy spectacular views
through the woods
(Weather permitting!)

Contact Elaine: 01938 570 838
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SATURDAY 20TH OCTOBER
from 11 am in Leighton Village Hall
Fancy a declutter? We will gladly accept Adult and
Children's clothing, shoes, handbags, accessories
and bric-a-brac.
'Admission £1.00
to include
tea/coffee and
biscuits

DON’T
MISS IT!

Please drop them off at:
Alexander's Shop in Welshpool (01938 580395)
Parklands, Leighton (Carol Alexander - 01938 580395)
Oakacre, Leighton (Chris Walton - 01938 552833)

Proceeds for the Village Hall
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Private View
The King strolls into the Flower Show tent.
He's just an average English gent.

THIS MONTH’S
LUCKY WINNERS

Neat black jacket and grey cravat,
Rolled umbrella and bowler hat.
He thinks to himself: "The flowers are fine,
But nothing at all compared to mine"

VICTORIA CREWDSON
£30 No. 75

The Queen comes into the big marquee.
She's just a gardener, like you and me.
A bit of Old Chelsea, in powder blue,

CLARE EVANS
£20 No. 119

Vastly enjoying the Private View.
She thinks to herself "I'd eat my hat
If I couldn't grow lupins larger than that"

Loot by
Joe Orton

and Blackwood
Miners’ Institute
Present

N J E Heating Services
Your Local Central Heating Specialists in Welshpool

10% Discount on Boiler Services
For all readers of the Leighton News booked
during October — offer open to existing and
new customers.
To obtain the discount, be sure to mention the
Leighton News when booking your service.

Saturday 6th October at 7:45 pm
Ludicrous slapstick meets dubious morals as the two
young friends stash the proceeds of a bank robbery in
Mum’s occupied coffin, all whilst trying to avoid a crazed
policeman, a gold-digging nurse and a grieving widower.
Orton’s classic farce is a glorious mix of lunacy, political
incorrectness and macabre humour. Guaranteed to be
another comedy acting masterclass from the amazingly
inventive Black Rat team. An experience not to be missed!

T

Age Guide 14+

Free Quotations for Central Heating Installations
— with up to 10 year Guarantees
1 & 2 Jehu Road, Welshpool
Tel: 01938 552 976
Email: sales@nj-evans.co.uk
Web: www.nj-evans.co.uk

All Work Undertaken by Our Own
Qualified Local Engineers

Tel: 01686 614 555
Register

Accredited Installer
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LEIGHTON VILLAGE HALL

Junior Cheer
Ages 5 - 11
Mondays @
6:30 - 8:30

Senior Cheer
Ages 12+
Tuesdays @
6:30 - 8:30

STUNTS

TUMBLING

JUMPS

DANCE

£5 per 2 hour
session!

All abilities
welcome!

Message us on Facebook
Email CosmicCheer@outlook.com
Call 07783 591 122
Mondays & Tuesdays @ Leighton Village Hall
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The season of mists and mellow fruitfulness is upon us bringing wonderful colours to three spectacular gardens in Powys.
Although these gardens are open to the public at other times by visiting on these special days you will be giving to charity
as well as enjoying autumn colours in the woodlands. You can even bring your well-behaved dog to enjoy a brisk walk!
In addition to these, four gardens which open by arrangement during October so you can get together with a group of
friends and visit at a time to suit you. Remember when you visit one of these gardens you are also helping the caring
charities including Carers Trust, Macmillan, Parkinson’s UK. This year the National Garden Scheme will be donating
£3.1m raised by people like you visiting gardens and enjoying tea and cake. You can discover more about our gardens and
the charities supported by the National Garden Scheme at www.ngs.org.uk . Keep up to date by following us on Facebook,
Instagram and Twitter @powysngs. Helen Anthony, Publicity Officer, 01686 941795 Powys.NGS.publicity@gmail.com
Gardens open in October
Saturday & Sunday 13 & 14 October (9am – 5pm)
Dingle Nurseries & Garden, Welshpool, SY21 9JD.
Admission £3.50, children free.
An RHS recommended 4½ acre garden on Southfacing site, sloping down to lakes. The garden was
created by the late Barbara Joseph. Planned to look
good all year round, autumn is breath-taking in its
beauty. Because the garden is so well protected from
severe weather, shrubs and trees can turn colour so
slowly and gently, that the very best hues are evident.
The famous adjoining nursery sells a vast range of
plants for the garden, including many rare and
specimen species. A plant collector's paradise!

GLANSEVERN

Sunday 21 October (10.30am – 5pm)
Glansevern Hall Gardens, Berriew, SY21 8AH
Admission adults £7.50, children £3.50
A beautiful Greek revival house (not open) set in mature
parkland with rare and ancient trees. 25 acres of gardens
include a walled garden of rooms, vegetable garden,
original potting shed, Victorian grotto and orangery. The
4 acre lake has with shady seating areas around it, folly
island and wildfowl. Birdhide on banks of River Severn
and River Rhiw. Stunning Autumnal colour with a cosy
cafe for warming treats.
Gardens open by arrangement in October
(please contact owner to arrange a visit)

DINGLE NURSERY

Sunday 14 October (11am – 4pm)
Gregynog Hall & Garden, Tregynon, SY16 3PW.
Admission adults £3, children £1
This Grade I listed garden is set within 750 acres of
Gregynog Estate which was designated a National
Nature Reserve in 2013. A spectacular yew hedge
creates a backdrop to the sunken lawns. Fantastic
autumn colour in surrounding woodland. Printed walks
leaflets are available from the Shop with your garden
ticket.

Plas Dinam, Llandinam, SY17 5DQ tel. 07415 503554
12 acres of parkland, set at the foot of glorious rolling
hills, spectacular views across Severn Valley.
Llysdinam, Newbridge-on-Wye, LD1 6NB
tel. 01597 860190 Among the loveliest in mid Wales; 6
acres of garden with sweeping views down the Wye
Valley.
Fraithwen, Tregynon, SY16 3EW tel. 01686 650307
1½ acre garden with rare plants for year-round interest;
carpets of cyclamen in September.
Caer Beris Manor Hotel, Builth Wells, LD2 3NP
tel. 01982 55260127 acres of mature parklands, with the
River Irfon bordering the property.
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THE LEIGHTON DIRECTORY 1.
MID-WALES & BORDERS PEST CONTROL

COOKSON TRAVEL LTD

Wasps, Flies, Moles, Rats and Mice - whatever
your pest, we can help. Call Simon on:
01938 556807 or 07811 637896
mwbpestcontrol@gmail.com
www.midwalesborderspestcontrol.co.uk

Group Travel for all occasions
16 to 57 seat Coaches
Personal and friendly service
Tel: 01938 553465
cooksongrouptravel@yahoo.co.uk
Hope Lane : Welshpool : SY21 8HF

MOBILE CAR WASH
WE COME TO YOU
Wash & Dry
Express Wax
Full Valet

07980 500 207

JOE’S LAWNMOWERS
Servicing & Repairs for all small engines
GET READY FOR SPRING
IF IT DON'T MOW CALL JOE ON

07722 029 007
Unit 5 Leighton Centre

Call Steve on 07980 500 207 for more details
steve.bensley@hotmail.co.uk

For property advice or a
FREE, no obligation
market appraisal please
call 01938 531 000
Alternatively for an instant online valuation please visit:

www.tinyurl.com/MCCvalue
Email: welshpool@mccartneys.co.uk

KINGSWOOD FRAMES & MIRRORS
Framers, Carvers, Gilders, Restorers
Tim Haysell
Unit 2, Offa’s Dyke Business Park
Tel: 01938 554985

Main site: www.mccartneys.co.uk

Gerry Hill & John Nunn

Tel: 01938 580346

Paddock Electrical Ltd
Established 22 Years
Testing and Inspection
Fire Alarms/Emergency Lighting
Installations & Rewires
Electrical Condition Reports
Solar Panel Installation

info@brooklyn-kennels-cattery.co.uk

ANDREW THOMAS
Agricultural Contracting and
Septic Tank Emptying

01938 553219
07860 152 612

www.paddockelectrical.co.uk
Tel 01938 555521 Email info@paddockelectrical.co.uk

JANE WILLIAMS HAIRDRESSING
Phone: 07989 349386
Mobile hairdressing, cuts, colours,perms.
New from 2016, hair extension and also
QUALITY BRIDAL HAIR SERVICE.
j.williams364@btinternet.com
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THE LEIGHTON DIRECTORY 2.
Sunday Roast Dinner
£8.50 served all day 12:00 - 7:00 pm
Afternoon Cream Teas 3:00 - 6:00 pm weekends
Tel: 01938 553076

NEW & USED DRESS AGENCY
Buy or Sell Brand New & Pre-loved Clothing
Please call beforehand if you wish to bring your pre-loved
clothing & accessories into our store

www.greendragonbuttingtonwelshpool.co.uk

T: 01743 790600 M: 07795 592716
E: sue.lindsay@stiperstones.net
Upstairs at CONNECTIONS,
Shrewsbury Rd, Pontesbury SYS 0QD
Facebook: Gladrags Pontesbury

DI STEVENS

BEAUTY BY AMANDA

MCSP HPC Reg

Ultimate Non-Surgical Face-Lift * Massages*
Tanning * Shellac manicures * Hair Removal *
Hot Stone Massage
For an appointment or consultation contact Amanda
on 01938 580002 or 07950 385215
“Beauty By Amanda Welshpool” for special offers
or e-mail amandaspencer@sky.com

Chartered Human and Animal Physiotherapist
07808 529925
Helping you and your loved ones reduce pain
and restore movement
Home Visits Available

Also available Spray Tan Parties; Consultant for “Arbonne”

FEEL GREAT WITH ALOE VERA
Superb quality Aloe Vera and bee products.
Drinks, topical creams, supplements,
personal care, skin care, weight management,
cosmetics, animal care (domestic and farm).
Special gift ideas. 60-day, money-back guarantee.
Try some products at home free.
Carol and Paul Harris 01938 553430
carol@aloevera.uk.net www.bit.ly/carolshop

LEIGHTON GARDENING SERVICES
For lawn-mowing, verge
clearing, paddock cutting,
cultivating, long-reach hedge
clipping, patio cleaning,
fencing, and any other
gardening needs.

Contact: 01938 570241 or 07813 720080

££££££££££££
Do you know someone who would like
some extra income
part-time, working from home?
Students? Retired people? Young mums?
If so, please contact Carol Harris
on 01938 553430 for more information

SPLASH Plumbing & Heating Engineers
GAS SAFE & OFTEC Registered. Fully Trained and CRBchecked staff. Free Quotation and Advice. Installation,
Service and Repair, from a tap washer to a complete
plumbing/heating installation. 24-hour Emergency Call Out
available to our customers. Fully Insured.
Showroom 5 & 6 Church Street Welshpool

Call your local plumbers on:
01938 555566 or 07800 552026 or 07581 033549

Range Cookers
Woodburners
Fires & Fire Places
Flue Pipes
CCTV Surveys
Installations
Dragon Works, Henfaes Lane, Welshpool
t: 01938 552246 e: kaye@derwas.co.uk
www.derwas.co.ukuk
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THE LEIGHTON DIRECTORY 3.
F J R OBERTS
DECORATING
Carpentry — Joinery —Furniture
INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR DECORATING
WALLPAPERING PAINT SPRAYING
WALL AND FLOOR TILING

General maintenance
Property renovations & repairs
Sheds, outbuildings & more…

TEL FRAZER ROBERTS ON 07969 130 011

All parts for each project are custom-made
in our well equipped workshop.
Call us for a free quote.
No job is too
small (or
too big!)

Many thanks to our sponsors this month

SPLASH
PLUMBING & HEATING

HEATING & PLUMBING

M: 07581 033549

Your local, reliable, friendly Plumbing & Heating Service
Complete Bathroom Installations, including all building works
Plus Boiler & Heating installations
SERVICING in LEIGHTON
Gas Boiler Service from £45 + VAT + Parts Oil Boiler Service £60 + Vat + Parts
Rayburn Services £125 + VAT + Parts
For FREE QUOTATIONS please ring Chris, Stef, Sophie or Dan or visit our showroom
at 5/6 Church St, Welshpool — drop in for a cup of tea and a chat with Stef & Sophie
We are open 9:00 - 4:00 Monday, Tues, Wed
9:30 - 4:00 Thursday, Friday

Shop: 01938 555566

www.splashnow.co.uk

Chris: 07800 552026
Dan: 07581 033549

The next issue will be NOVEMBER 2018. Please don’t forget the deadline which is:

Thursday 18th October 2018
Please send your copy (as soon as possible) to:

David Holloway tel: 01938 570 675 email: news@long-mountain.co.uk

