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Story on Page 8

This month’s issue is kindly sponsored by:
DERWAS OF WELSHPOOL
See page 12 for further information

-2-

Services March 2019
Date

Leighton
7.00pm
Holy Communion

st

Friday 1 March
St David’s Day

Tea & coffee served after the service

9.30 am
Holy Communion

rd

Sunday 3 March
Sunday before Lent

Tea & coffee served after the service

Wednesday 6th March
Ash Wednesday

10.00 am

Holy Communion

Sunday 10th March
1st in Lent

3.00pm
Holy Communion

Sunday 17th March
2nd in Lent

11.00 am
Holy Communion

Sunday 24th March
3rd in Lent

11.00am
All-age Family Service

Monday 25th March
Annunciation

7.00pm
Holy Communion

Sunday 31st March
Mothering Sunday

Trelystan

11.00am
Group Service @ Middletown

Leighton Church Rotas –March 2019
Sidesmen
Altar Flowers & Brass Cleaning
John & Ann Markwick
Jean Bennett & Barbara Mills

HOLY TRINITY CHURCH ANNUAL MEETING
The Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) to be held on Wednesday 27th March, in the Church at
7.00pm. All are welcome to attend.
Holy Trinity Church is managed by its Parochial Church Council who are elected by the members of Holy
Trinity who are on the Electoral Roll. The Electoral Roll is being reviewed this year. If anyone would like to be
on the Electoral Roll please contact Rev Bill or myself. Current members are being contacted.
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Holy Trinity Church Leighton
invite you all to come and join us for a
St. David’s Day Communion on

Friday 1st March at 7pm.
This is a quiet reflective service but
with some hymns too. Please join us
if you can to honour our Patron Saint.
Saint David was a Welsh bishop of
Mynyw (now St Davids) during the 6th
century. He became renowned as a
teacher and preacher, founding
monastic settlements and churches in
Wales, and Brittany.
St David's Cathedral stands on the site
of the monastery he founded in the
Glyn Rhosyn valley of Pembrokeshire.
around 550.
His best-known miracle is said to have
taken place when he was preaching in
the middle of a large crowd at the
Synod of Brefi. The ground on which
he stood is reputed to have risen up to
form a small hill. A white dove, which
became his emblem, was seen settling
on his shoulder.
David was buried at St David's Cathedral
at St Davids, Pembrokeshire, where his
shrine was a popular place of pilgrimage
throughout the Middle Ages.
David was officially recognized at the
Holy See by Pope Callixtus II in 1120.

Stained glass chapel panel in Castell Coch, originally designed by
William Burges in 1875. Photo attribution:
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=43152858

The Church’s Annual Meeting (APCM) is held in March to receive the reports from the Rector, Churchwardens
and the Treasurer. The Churchwardens, Treasurer and Parochial Church Council are elected at this meeting.
The Rector and PCC would like more people to become involved with the church and would be pleased to hear
from anyone who would like to become a member of the PCC, Churchwarden or Treasurer.
Copy of the Annual Report and Treasurers Report will be available in the church after the meeting.
John Markwick Church Warden 01938555043

Rev Bill Rowell Rector. 01938552064

-4The Hooton Hall article is a somewhat
tenuous Link with Leighton. The remote
connection is that Richard
Naylor was at one time the
owner. So the enquiry on
the village web site about the possibility of family
photos of the hall was more than a big ask in that the
hall itself was demolished in 1932. However, the
digital recreation of one of the lost great houses looked
interesting. John Morris’s project can be viewed online
as a video flying through the 3D models he has made
of the estate so far. Try out the links on page 7 And also
find out how you could start making similar models for
free…
It’s good to see a new activity booked for the
village hall. Alan Jeffries Tai Chi courses are
on the last Sunday afternoon of each month.
Alan runs several other sessions in other areas
and some of these students may take the opportunity of
joining in at Leighton as well.
This month’s newsletter is only 12 pages instead of the
usual 16. We have to have blocks of four A4 pages
(both sides of A3 paper). It’s always better to have too
much material. We could do with a stock of general
interest articles that don’t need to be included in a
particular month. Volunteers needed!
You could write about anything you like — memories,
hobbies, trips, reviews of books, movies, theatre,
anything that interests you. 250 words plus a photo
makes a good half page feature. Difficulty getting
started? Not for everyone but try this – scribble or type
rapidly while listening to music – don’t think too much
about what or how well you are writing. Leave plenty
of time for revisions, corrections, improvements on the
following days (just like this column!)
Steve

The March 2019 meeting of the Arts Society Mid
Wales and Borders takes place on
Thursday the 28th. The speaker is
Edward Parry, whose talk is titled
Monumental History - Voices
From the Grave The venue is the
Royal Oak Hotel, Welshpool, the
talk begins at 2.30pm. Visitors are very welcome to
attend, though a donation of £6 per person is
requested towards costs.For further details contact
avril@avrilhart.com 01938 555938 or
Dennis Duggan on 01938 555 574

STILL WANTED
• A JOINT EDITOR
• A NEW TREASURER
• CONTRIBUTORS

to send in lots more
general interest articles

Can you help? Please email:
news@long-mountain.co.uk or phone 01938 570 675

Patricia

Monday
11h March
at 7:00 pm

Friday
th
8 February
at 7:30 pm
FUNNY COW

A STAR IS BORN
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CONGRATULATIONS to our very own Sally Green who will be celebrating
her 50th birthday (I know it must be a misprint) on 9th March. We hope you
celebrate in style Sally and enjoy every minute with your family and friends.

CONGRATULATIONS to Haydn Jones who on 22nd March will be taking early retirement
after a career of 32 years with Scottish Power. Haydn plans to do a bit more running around
the village and helping out with maintenance jobs (I tried to include tools, his big loppers
and blower but abandoned it for obvious reasons!) Haydn, along with Leighton’s most
Glamorous Granny Sarah, will now have more time to spend with their 4 grandchildren.
Farewell to Vera Tannant of Overhill Leighton who moved just before Christmas to Welshpool and a
Hello & welcome to the village to Trish & Mike Bennett who have moved into Overhill from the South.
CONGRATULATIONS to Danielle At a recent Awards Evening of McCartneys
Estate Agents Auctioneers & Surveyors hosted by Matthew Kelly, the
company's 13 property offices and 5 livestock markets got together to
celebrate those staff nominated for their outstanding contributions across
all parts of the firm.
The Negotiator of the Year went to Danielle Allison of the Welshpool
Office. McCarneys said that Danielle joined us in 2017 and has proven to
be a professional and much respected member of the team who the
company believe has a great future ahead of her. Danielle is the eldest
daughter of Lee and Tanya Allison of Leighton.

Leighton POST OFFICE VAN comes twice a week to the village just for you!

The Post Office van visits Leighton Church gates each week at the following new times:MONDAY 10.15am – 11am
THURSDAY 1.30pm – 2.15pm
Call in and see what a great facility this is as it has EVERYTHING that’s on offer in a town Post Office –
you can pay bills, get pensions and allowances, cash cheques, get stamps, return packages etc etc but with no queues and no problem parking and it has disabled access.

Win Win!
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MUSICAL CHAIRS? The last issue of the newsletter had a piece by Jane Walton
and a photo of a building called Pentre House. I phoned Jane as I was puzzled; our
house is called Pentre House but it isn’t the one in the picture.
Jane explained that various houses have changed their names over the years,
including the one pictured, which more recently belonged to the Anton Stevens
(hope I’ve spelled their name correctly. Jane’s own house has had at least three
names and so, probably have others.
Our house was originally built as the vicarage but
it seems the vicar didn’t like it (probably too cold
and old fashioned) and, instead, had another
house built across the road. This new house is
now called The Old Vicarage, and looks Georgian,
but is actually almost the same age as our own.
And, while on that subject, our house is pictured
in one of a set of postcards of local places of
interest, but is labelled as ‘Tudorbethan’! It is,
of course, Victorian Gothic, so someone made a
strange mistake.
Given all the chopping and changing of house
names in our village, maybe someone would be
interested in researching the topic further. I’m
not sufficiently interested to do so, but it may
be a nice project for someone who likes history
– or even the children at Leighton school.

The ‘real’ Pentre House

And here’s a photo of the ‘real’ Pentre House....
Carol Harris

DIARY of a STOKE VICTIM Part 2
FOUR GOOD THINGS ABOUT THE PRH IN-PATIENT EXPERIENCE

Brilliant free wi-fi. Gone are the petty
restrictions on mobile phones. Had a flawless
40 minute WhatsApp phone call to California
and watched films on Netflix and iPlayer
The physio and occupational therapists - the
most helpful and informative of all
encounters. Arranged a home visit follow-up
from Welshpool hospital
Readers of lasts month’s installment
will have guessed I was pretty much
back to normal before I got past the
triage gate keepers and into the stroke
clinic. Once into the system the follow
up monitoring and tests seem pretty
good. However the physiotherapists
were concerned about one particular
eyesight test—follow a moving finger
up, down, left, right by moving eyes
only, not the head.

Great food – a huge improvement on a brief
earlier experience of NHS catering. Lunch
was a delicious lamb and vegetable pie –
good chunks of meat in a nice crusty pie.
When you finally manage to escape,
there are free phone calls to
local taxi services to make
good your getaway.

The Impossible Eyesight Test
My Varilux glasses have a blend of 16 focal
lengths. They give perfect sharp vision at all
distances from seeing my fingerprints to tiny
twigs on a distant tree. However it only works
if you are looking straight on. Opticians say
move your head, not your eyes. Reflected light from objects at the
side spreads in all directions so eyes looking to the side with these specs
see a blurred image as it is repeated through several different focal
lengths. Taking the glasses off helps a bit but after 25 years of wearing
them, I’d have to rewire my brain to pass this test properly.

After an overnight stay, I got on with editing the February newsletter—a good test for vision and hand/eye coordination.
A couple of days later we got Russell George’s email about a new emergency room at Shrewsbury so soon only planned
procedures will booked into PRH. Hopefully an end to finding your own transport in an emergency for the onerous
60 mile round trip (even worse for patients travelling from Newtown) to Telford.
DH
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finest houses in the country. The surrounding
lands can be traced back to 1070.
The replacement to the original
Hooton Manor was built in 1488
by the Stanley family, a younger branch of which later
became the Earls of Derby.
In 1788 the fifth Baronet, Sir William Stanley, engaged
the fashionable architect Samuel Wyatt to build a new
mansion and entrance lodges.
The Stanleys were to only enjoy their new house for
seventy years before financial difficulties brought about by
profligate gambling forced the sale of the house and estate.
The house was bought by Richard Naylor, a banker from
Liverpool, for 80,000 guineas (approximately £6.6m in
today's money). He then spent another 50,000 guineas
(approx. £4m) on extensive improvements including the
vast orangery, a racecourse, a polo field and a heronry.
Naylor was also a keen sailor and bought a yacht which
he moored on the Mersey.
But in 1875 the Manchester Ship Canal was built along
the banks of the Mersey, right through the great Hooton
Park. Cut off from his yacht, Naylor promptly moved to
his other estate in Nottinghamshire but he retained
ownership of Hooton (and the income from the race
track). At the start World War I, the empty hall and the
park were requisitioned by the army and Hooton Hall
now became a military hospital with barracks erected in
the grounds.
After the Kings 18th Liverpool Rifles Battalion left for
France, the army started turning Hooton Park into an
airfield. At the end of WWI, the military retained the
airfield until 1957. Following thirty years of neglect the
decision was taken in 1932 to demolish the house. A
similar fate of many great houses between the wars—
echoes of Brideshead Revisited.
In 1962 work began on the land for the construction of
the huge Vauxhall car plant for 'Astra' cars and vans.
The Hooton Park Trust was formed in 2000 to oversee
and manage the remaining WW1 hangars on the former
RAF airfield. The trust is restoring the buildings and the
site itself as valuable historic artefacts in their own right.

John Morris is working on a 3D recreation of Hooton Hall
and the airfield buildings which are the only parts of the
estate still standing. He didn’t get a response to his
request on the Leighton News site but I did contact him
after having a look at the work in progress. Go to
www.tinyurl.com/hootonvideos to see the fly-through
above the roads leading to the estate and then flying
through the aircraft hangers, the hall itself then back
outside again and on to skirting around the front lawn.
John confirmed that the software he used to create this
was SketchUp. This program can be used to
create 3D models of everything from a small
table to full architectural plans for a cathedral.
The intriguing aspect of the modelling is that a
flat rectangle can be pulled up with the mouse to
make a box (or skyscraper) of any height. Cut shapes in
the box for doors and windows. Fill any of the surfaces,
inside or out, with textures or photos.

Start of Hooton Hall model in postition on old aerial photograph

The Professional version of Sketchup is expensive but the
good news is that there has always been a FREE version
with no expiry date. There are great beginners’ video
tutorials starting with an easy 3D model of a children’s
slide. Have a look at https://learn.sketchup.com

www.hootonparktrust.co.uk
The current free version only works
online. I prefer the last free desktop
install version SketchUpMake 2017.
Technically this is still available but
hard to find. I have the setup file for
this and could send a copy to anyone
who is interested.

Interior aircaft hanger - fly through this in the video

And the final bargain is the huge
SketchUp Warehouse of free models
ready to incorporate into a project—
buildings, cars, boats, bi-planes, etc.
DH
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WHITE
CRANE
TA I C H I

Tai Chi and Qi Gong
Monthly Workshops
with Alan Jefferies
at Leighton Village Hall
Suitable for complete beginners or
more advanced Students
The Sessions will run on the
last Sunday of each month
starting on the 31st of March 2019
For more information or to book a
session call Alan on 07976 321 345

TIMES
More advanced students
1 - 3 pm
Complete beginners
3 - 5 pm
Cost: £10 per
two hour session

www.whitecranetaichi.co.uk
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NATIONAL GARDEN SCHEME
Gardens open by arrangement in March
contact the owner and arrange a time to suit you both!
ABERNANT, Garthmyl, SY15 6RZ
Mrs BM Gleave: 01686 640494, john.gleave@mac.com
Approx 3 acres including an orchard with some 7001,000 daffodils in flower around the trees in FebruaryMarch and a stunning display of cherry blossom in April.
Additional woodland of 9 acres with borrowed views of
the Severn Valley.

through arches lead from shady ferny corners to deep
borders filled with large range of colourful perennials &
annuals. In spring snowdrops everywhere, daffodils &
range of spring flowers, rhododendrons & azaleas
followed by colourful perennials, shrubs and roses.
Enjoy views of hills from the many seats.

FRAITHWEN, Tregynon, Newtown, SY16 3EW
Sydney Thomas: 01686 650307
This 1.5 acre established plantswoman’s garden has
plants in flower every day of the year. Partial wheelchair
access. Some steps, gravel and slopes. New designs and
bog garden for 2019. Light refreshments available.
LLYSDINAM, Newbridge-on-Wye, LD1 6NB
Mary Elster: 01597 860190 llethr@outlook.com
Among the loveliest in mid-Wales, the 6-acre Llysdinam
Gardens, owned by Sir John & Lady Venables-Llewelyn
& Llysdinam Charitable Trust, command sweeping views
down the Wye valle. Large herbaceous and shrub
borders and a water garden provide varied and colourful
planting throughout the year. The Victorian walled
kitchen garden and extensive greenhouses grow a wide
variety of vegetables, hothouse fruit and exotic plants.

KEITH SLATER'S 60s
CELEBRATION
Church House Welshpool
Saturday 16th March.
7.30pm, doors open 7pm.
Tickets £12.50 in advance
from Welshpool Jewellers
or pay on the door £15.
Supper included. Bring your
own drinks! Save £2.50 if
you present this advert
when paying. Only 1
discount ticket per advert.

PLAS DINAM, Llandinam, SY17 5DQ

Fun Quiz Night
Friday 8th March
Church House Welshpool
7.30pm doors open 7pm.
£2.50 per player inc.
refreshments
Bring your own drinks!
.
BINGO NIGHTS
Corn Exchange Welshpool
Tues 5th March (Prizes)
Thurs 21st March (Cash)
Eyes down 7pm, doors
open 6.30pm.
Adm £1 inc refreshments.
.......................................

Eldrydd Lamp, 07415 503554,
eldrydd@plasdinam.co.uk
12 acres of parkland, gardens, lawns and woodland set at
the foot of glorious rolling hills with spectacular views
across the Severn Valley. A host of daffodils followed by
one of the best wildflower meadows in Montgomeryshire
with thirty six species of flowers and grasses including
hundreds of wild orchids in spring.
PONT FAEN HOUSE, Farrington Lane,
Knighton, LD7 1LA
Mr John & Mrs Brenda Morgan, 01547 520847

Your Local Central Heating Specialists
in Welshpool — Established over 40 years
Planned Annual Maintenance on
Oil, Gas & LPG Central Heating Boilers
24 Hour Breakdown Cover

Colourful ¾ acre flat garden on edge of town. Paths

Still time to join
the Club

100

FREE Quotations for Central Heating
Installations — with up to 10 year Guarantees
1 & 2 Jehu Road, Welshpool
Tel: 01938 552 976
Email: sales@nj-evans.co.uk
Web: www.nj-evans.co.uk

CLUB

The club year
starts in March
March & April
results next month

All Work Undertaken by Our Own
Qualified Local Engineers

Register

Accredited Installer
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THE LEIGHTON DIRECTORY 1.
MID-WALES & BORDERS PEST CONTROL

COOKSON TRAVEL LTD

Wasps, Flies, Moles, Rats and Mice - whatever
your pest, we can help. Call Simon on:
01938 556807 or 07811 637896
mwbpestcontrol@gmail.com
www.midwalesborderspestcontrol.co.uk

Group Travel for all occasions
16 to 57 seat Coaches
Personal and friendly service
Tel: 01938 553465
cooksongrouptravel@yahoo.co.uk
Hope Lane : Welshpool : SY21 8HF

ADVERTISE HERE!
This space has just become available.
A brilliant opportunity to promote your
new business or service in 2019.

Email: news@long-mountain.co.uk

JOE’S LAWNMOWERS
Servicing & Repairs for all small engines
GET READY FOR SPRING
IF IT DON'T MOW CALL JOE ON

07722 029 007
Unit 5 Leighton Centre

Or phone 01938 570 675
For property advice or a
FREE, no obligation
market appraisal please
call 01938 531 000
Alternatively for an instant online valuation please visit:

www.tinyurl.com/MCCvalue
Email: welshpool@mccartneys.co.uk

KINGSWOOD FRAMES & MIRRORS
Framers, Carvers, Gilders, Restorers
Tim Haysell
Unit 2, Offa’s Dyke Business Park
Tel: 01938 554985

Main site: www.mccartneys.co.uk

Gerry Hill & John Nunn

Tel: 01938 580346

Paddock Electrical Ltd
Established 22 Years
Testing and Inspection
Fire Alarms/Emergency Lighting
Installations & Rewires
Electrical Condition Reports
Solar Panel Installation

info@brooklyn-kennels-cattery.co.uk

ANDREW THOMAS
Agricultural Contracting and
Septic Tank Emptying

01938 553219
07860 152 612

www.paddockelectrical.co.uk
Tel 01938 555521 Email info@paddockelectrical.co.uk

JANE WILLIAMS HAIRDRESSING
Phone: 07989 349386
Mobile hairdressing, cuts, colours,perms.
New from 2016, hair extension and also
QUALITY BRIDAL HAIR SERVICE.
j.williams364@btinternet.com
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THE LEIGHTON DIRECTORY 2.
Sunday Roast Dinner
£8.50 served all day 12:00 - 7:00 pm
Afternoon Cream Teas 3:00 - 6:00 pm weekends
Tel: 01938 553076

NEW & USED DRESS AGENCY
Buy or Sell Brand New & Pre-loved Clothing
Please call beforehand if you wish to bring your pre-loved
clothing & accessories into our store

www.greendragonbuttingtonwelshpool.co.uk

T: 01743 790600 M: 07795 592716
E: sue.lindsay@stiperstones.net
Upstairs at CONNECTIONS,
Shrewsbury Rd, Pontesbury SYS 0QD
Facebook: Gladrags Pontesbury

DI STEVENS

BEAUTY BY AMANDA

MCSP HPC Reg

Ultimate Non-Surgical Face-Lift * Massages*
Tanning * Shellac manicures * Hair Removal *
Hot Stone Massage
For an appointment or consultation contact Amanda
on 01938 580002 or 07950 385215
“Beauty By Amanda Welshpool” for special offers
or e-mail amandaspencer@sky.com

Chartered Human and Animal Physiotherapist
07808 529925
Helping you and your loved ones reduce pain
and restore movement
Home Visits Available

Also available Spray Tan Parties; Consultant for “Arbonne”

FEEL GREAT WITH ALOE VERA
Superb quality Aloe Vera and bee products.
Drinks, topical creams, supplements,
personal care, skin care, weight management,
cosmetics, animal care (domestic and farm).
Special gift ideas. 60-day, money-back guarantee.
Try some products at home free.
Carol and Paul Harris 01938 553430
carol@aloevera.uk.net www.bit.ly/carolshop

LEIGHTON GARDENING SERVICES
For lawn-mowing, verge
clearing, paddock cutting,
cultivating, long-reach hedge
clipping, patio cleaning,
fencing, and any other
gardening needs.

Contact: 01938 570241 or 07813 720080

££££££££££££
Do you know someone who would like
some extra income
part-time, working from home?
Students? Retired people? Young mums?
If so, please contact Carol Harris
on 01938 553430 for more information

SPLASH Plumbing & Heating Engineers
GAS SAFE & OFTEC Registered. Fully Trained and CRBchecked staff. Free Quotation and Advice. Installation,
Service and Repair, from a tap washer to a complete
plumbing/heating installation. 24-hour Emergency Call Out
available to our customers. Fully Insured.
Showroom 5 & 6 Church Street Welshpool

Call your local plumbers on:
01938 555566 or 07800 552026 or 07581 033549
Range Cookers
Woodburners
Fires & Fire Places
Flue Pipes
CCTV Surveys
Installations
Dragon Works, Henfaes Lane, Welshpool
t: 01938 552246 e: kaye@derwas.co.uk
www.derwas.co.uk
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THE LEIGHTON DIRECTORY 3.
F J R OBERTS
DECORATING

Carpentry — Joinery —Furniture
General maintenance

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR DECORATING
WALLPAPERING PAINT SPRAYING
WALL AND FLOOR TILING

Property renovations & repairs
Sheds, outbuildings & more…

TEL FRAZER ROBERTS ON 07969 130 011

All parts for each project are custom-made
in our well equipped workshop.
Call us for a free quote.
No job is too
small (or
too big!)

Many thanks to our sponsors of the Leighton News this month

• Range Cookers

Visit our NEW showrooms

• Fires & Fireplaces

or call: 01938 552 246

• Chimney Sweeping

We are online at

• Spares & Accessories
• Flue Pipe Installation by our own approved installers

www.derwas.co.uk

Dragon Works, Henfaes Lane Industrial Estate, Welshpool, SY21 7BE
The next issue will be APRIL 2019. Please don’t forget the deadline which is:

Monday 18th March 2019
Please send your copy (as soon as possible) to:

David Holloway tel: 01938 570 675 email: news@long-mountain.co.uk

