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RAINING CATS & DOGS

Elvis in Graceland
The Flaming June Review
This month’s issue is kindly sponsored by:
GENEROUS ANONYMOUS DONORS
See back cover for further information
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CHURCH SERVICES JULY & AUGUST 2019
9.30am
Holy Communion
Tea & coffee

Sunday 7th July

6.00pm
Songs of Praise
To close (Festival of Talents)

Sunday 14th July

11.00 am
Holy Communion
with Holy Baptism

Sunday 21st July

11.00am
All Age Family Worship
("Mary and Martha")

Sunday 28th July

Sunday 4th August in Leighton

Sunday 4th August
Special Service in Chirbury
At 6.00pm

th

Sunday 25 August

3.00pm
Praise Service

11.00 am
Holy Communion
(note change of time)
CHORAL EVENSONG
IN CHIRBURY
Led by the Benefice Choir
Anyone wanting to learn and sing
the service, please be at Chirbury
in time to sing at 3pm
Refreshments at 5 pm. Special
preacher - Revd John Daniels /
Organist - Revd Philip Harratt)
3.00pm
Holy Communion

Sunday 11th August

Sunday 18th August

3.00pm
Holy Communion

11.00 am
Holy Communion
Tea & coffee
11.00am
All Age Family Worship
("Rhythms of Life")

Leighton Church Rotas – July 2019
Sidesmen
Altar Flowers
Elisabeth & David Griffiths
Ann Evans & Janet Williams

Leighton Church Rotas – August 2019
Sidesmen
Altar Flowers
Roma & Rachel Tibbott
Carol Alexander & Phyllis Bayliss
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SATURDAY 20th JULY 2019
2:30pm in the church grounds
Fun for all - Free admission

-4‘Flaming’ can be used
positively or negatively.
Even playing this Enya
CD on repeat for the last
month has had no effect.
It’s little consolation but
the title does suggest
they must have much
worse rain much more
A Day Without Rain
often in Ireland.
Of course a ‘news’ letter
appearing every month or two is bound to be a
retrospective on recent events so with luck the
inevitable rain theme for this month may be just a
distant grim memory as we enjoy the sunshine at
various summer fetes. (If not, avoid further
depression—don’t look at your weather diaries from
a year ago).
At the time of writing it’s raining cats and dogs, so
failing any other submitted articles this month there’s
some feline facts, myths and capers on pages 8 & 9
This is the 40th issue we’ve produced since 2015.
For the newsletter to continue for the next 30 odd
years it’s fairly critical that we find some volunteers
to help with the editing. Looking through all the
issues going back to 1985 it’s clear that a succession
of editors embraced the latest word processing and
page layout software as soon as it became available.
Paradoxically as everyone is now using hugely more
powerful processors in their computers, tablets and
phones, so it seems that hardly anyone is using them
to make any kind of useful product.
Messaging and entertainment are great fun but
they’ll never buy the groceries let alone pay the
mortgage. Learning a bit about graphic design and
editing could quite easily become a saleable skill.
It made us a good living for 25 years. More
appeals for help on the back page….

Make Your Own Bach

tinyurl.com/doodleJSB

Add notes

Use the link to set up the Google Bach harmony
generator. Draw notes onto the treble stave. Click the
harmonise button to add alto, tenor and bass harmonies.
Play, edit or save a midi to use with a keyboard

Generate Harmonies

JULY 2019
Steve

100

Patricia

LEIGHT0N SHORT MAT B0WLS

CLUB

The new season will start on
Thursday September 12th at 7.15pm

This Month’s
Lucky Winners

The The AGM will be on
Thursday September26th

As featured in last month’s newsletter
New players welcome - no experience
necessary so there’s an opportunity to
be the “most improved player of the year”

WINNER

PRIZE

Victoria Crewdson £35
Andrew Griffiths

£25

NUMBER
9
124
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Croeso i'r Pentre.
Welcome to the Pentre.
We welcome Mr & Mrs Ip who have recently moved into Pentre Mill. Bon voyage to
Peter Nunn who lived in the Pentre for many decades along with his late wife Iris, but has
now moved to the far off shores of Welshpool. We wish you every happiness Peter.
Welcome also to the Pentre to Millie Sinnett and Ryan Griffith who have moved into No. 9, we
hope that you all will enjoy living in this beautiful village.
We also have a new little baby in the village so we send congratulations to proud parents
Sophie Breeze and James Hatton of Cwm Coedre on the birth of their baby boy Wilfred.

CHILDREN’S ART COMPETITION
Continuing our ever popular Coffee Mornings,we are holding the next one on Saturday 6th July so
put the date in your diary because there will also be a children’s art competition open to all of the children
in the village (incl. all children attending Leighton School of course) and the surrounding area so it
promises to be a treat. Ages Pre School, Primary & Secondary School.

Please drop your entry (with your name and age on reverse) into the Village Hall on Friday 5th July or through
Leighton School and come along to the Coffee Morning to enjoy the whole display and see who won. The
theme is ‘Leighton’ and can be any medium with maximum size of A3. There will be prizes for each category
— the overall winner and some runners up will be on the cover of the September issue of the Newsletter
so get creative! Details on Leighton Village Hall facebook page and Leighton Village website

LVH BOOKINGS Tel:
0785 410 3058
Email: leightonvillagehall@gmail.com
or contact us on facebook at any time.
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Our school is very friendly, happy and caring; our
numbers allow us to know and value each and every
child really well.
We are committed to helping all of our children reach
their potential – personally, socially and academically.
We value hard work, independence, creative thinking,
good behaviour and happiness.
We put our pupils first, working closely with our parents;
we believe that working together, we are certainly
stronger. For further informatiom, please visit
www.leighton.powys.sch.uk

We were visited by Vaughan from Constructiv
Clothing this week, to be presented with a
certificate outlining our uniform’s green credentials.
Our School Council and Eco Committee are now
looking at the addition of PE sports hoodies – more
to follow.
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CAT CAPERS
For many years our swarms of cats were either kittens given away to a
good home or even strays just gate-crashing a likely gaff. Until last
winter we’d been reduced to one rescue tabby, Sid, who died in
November. It seemed a good idea to wait until the spring before
restocking. By this time actually re-homing a moggy had become quite
complicated. Potential owners now have to be vetted, supply references,
agree to a home visits and follow-up monitoring. We contacted several cat
rescuing organisations before spotting a likely contender on the Dorrington
RSPCA site. We had a few credit points already—Sid had come from one of
their volunteers, we had a long history of adopting dogs—we were waved
through as suitable owners based on the Google street view around our
*
house with plenty of fields and no nearby
THE NEW MENU
motorways.
I’M GOING
There was still a two week wait while the splendid
NEW
OUT !
AND IMPROVED
Elvis was vaccinated and groomed to showroom
YOU SAY ? ….
condition. During the long wait (obviously in our
dotage) we prepared for the arrival with a deluxe
cat bed and a grandiose 3 storey activity centre.
Past experience was that these would probably be
ignored, but they had to be tried.
**
There were elaborate plans for a gradual three
day introduction while the dog and cat met each
Raining cats & Dogs?
other. Elvis was having none of this—he dashed straight
in, briefly allowed the dog to wash his face and settled in
immediately as though he’d never lived anywhere else.
(Some of our previous cats had hidden in corners for
weeks before they were able to socialise.) Against all
expectations Elvis tried out every thing provided for him,
most pleasingly only using various scratching poles instead
of destroying good furniture like his predecessors. But this
was just sheer good luck for us.
We had been supplied with leaflets about our new pet
including one with the incredible instruction “set
Odin, the Norse god of storms, was often pictured
with dogs and wolves, which were symbols of
ground rules for your cat” WHAT!!! Who wrote this?
wind. ... So, to say it's raining “cats and dogs”
Obviously no one who’s ever lived with a cat, let alone
might be to say it's raining waterfalls.
owned one. Dogs, yes—dogs love ground rules and
take great pleasure in
showing how obedient
they are. But cats? No
way! The only ground rules
cats follow is doing exactly
what they feel like which
changes from moment to
moment.
Have a look at just a part
of the full page fault
diagnosis in this experts’
ad infinitum….
Haynes manual
** from Eddie Izard’s riff on cat behaviour
*attributed to Terry Prachett
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NATIONAL GARDEN SCHEME
POWYS GARDENS OPEN FOR CHARITY
As I write this at the beginning of June on a cold wet day, I hesitate to say that July will be warm and sunny and all
our gardens will be blooming. However, gardeners are by nature supreme optimists so here’s hoping for some
lovely warm sunny days. Whatever the weather, once again there are many gardens open in July in Powys for
inspiration and delicious cakes. There are gardens open every weekend in July and a good number are still open by
arrangement. Details of these can be found in the NGS booklet or online at www.ngs.org.uk.
The Powys 2019 booklet is available in tourist information centres, libraries and businesses across the county and
for those who visit gardens further afield the 2019 Garden Visitors Handbook with over 3,500 gardens across
England and Wales is available in bookshops or can be ordered from the National Garden Scheme website
www.ngs.org.uk.
Thanks to the generosity of garden owners, volunteers and visitors the National Garden Scheme has donated
over£55m to nursing and health charities since it was founded in 1927. You can discover more about our gardens
and the charities we support at www.ngs.org.uk and by following us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter
@powysngs. Close to home Gobowen Hospital is benefitting from your donations as a new Horatio’s garden is well
under way there.
Gardens Open in July
(Free admission for children unless otherwise stated).
Ceunant, Old Hall, Llanidloes, SY18 6PW Sun 7th and Sun 28th July (1-5)
4 acre riverside garden started in 2013 in a beautiful setting. Includes wooded wildlife area, wildlife pond, orchard,
ornamental garden and herbaceous borders. A developing garden full of unusual features with new areas being
added all the time. Admission £4.00
Hurdley Hall, Churchstoke SY15 6DY Sun 7th July (10.30-5) also visits by arrangement
Two acre garden set around C17 house with additional 18 acres adjoining Roundton Hill National Nature Reserve.
Herbaceous and mixed borders, orchard, ponds,
topiary and kitchen garden. Mown paths through 5
acre Coronation Meadow lead to newly planted
orchard, pastures and new and ancient woodland
with brook. Admission £5.00
Garthmyl Hall, Garthmyl, Montgomery SY15 6RS
Mon 8th July (12-5)
Grade 11 listed Georgian manor house (not open)
surrounded by 5 acres of grounds. Long 100 m.
herbaceous borders, newly restored 1 acre walled
garden with gazebo, circular flowerbeds, lavender
beds and fire pits. Admission £4.00
1 Church Bank, Welshpool, SY21 7DR Sat 13th and
Sun 14th July (12-5) Also open by arrangement.

1 Church Bank

A jewel in the town. Explore the grounds of this C17 barrel maker’s cottage and walk into a large garden room
which also houses a museum of tools from different trades. Many unusual features including a Gothic arch, grotto
and bonsai garden. Admission £3.50

- 11 Llandinam, Little House, Llandinam, SY17 5BH Sun 14th July (1-5)
Third acre plantswoman’s garden surrounded by fields and woodland, bordered by a stream. Features include
fish and wildlife ponds, conifer, azalea, grass and mixed beds. The
garden is in full bloom in summer with many plants for sale.
Admission £3.50
The Old Coach House, Aberangell, Machynlleth, SY20 9AB Sun 21st
July (11 -5)
Please note the leaflet says that Pen Pentre in Aberangell is open on
the same day, however due to family issues Pen Pentre is not open.
Nestled in the heart of the Dyfi valley this small cottage garden is a
Llandinam
haven for birds and pollinating insects. Planting is informal with mostly
perennials and shrubs, fruit and vegetable beds, a poly tunnel bees
and hens and views down to the river. Plants and home- made preserves and conserves for sale. Admission £3.0
Broniarth Hall, Pentrebeirdd, Guilsfield, Welshpool, SY21 9DW (1.30-5) Also open by Arrangement first two
weeks in July.
Broniarth Hall is a C17 farmhouse (not open) with bijou SE facing cottage garden that includes two small ponds,
summerhouse, perennial filled beds and aviary. Unique and quirky features and containers. Plants for sale.
Admission £4.00
Bryn Teg, Bryn Lane, Newtown, SY16 2DP Sat 27th July (10-5)
An exotic Caribbean garden in the heart of Newtown. A huge number of plants on many levels with shapes,
colours and sizes mixed together as found in tropical jungles. Home- made cakes and teas at Ponthafren.
Admission £3.50
Ponthafren, Long Bridge Street, Newtown, SY16 2DY Sat 27th July (10-5)
Ponthafren is a registered charity for people with mental health issues or those feeling isolated or lonely.
Community garden on the banks of the R Severn run and maintained by volunteers. Sensory garden, quirky
objects and productive vegetable plot. Admission by
donation
Welsh Lavender, Cefnperfedd Uchaf, Maesmynis, Builth
Wells, LD2 3HU Sat 27th and Sun 28th July (10-6)
Welsh lavender opens for NGS after taking a break in 2017.
The team has been replanting the lavender fields and
developing the farm’s meadow banks. Visitors are welcome to
roam the lavender fields and learn how the distillation
process works. Produce available to buy in the farm shop with
10% of sales going to the NGS. Admission £4.00

Welsh Lavender

Fraithwen, Tregynon, SY16 3EW Sun 28th July (2-5) Also open
by arrangement.
11/2acre plantswoman’s garden with herbaceous borders, rockeries and ponds. Planted with rare plants for year
round interest. New designs for 2019 include more autumn colour and bog garden. Admission £4.00
Jobs for July
July is the month to enjoy your garden and make the most of long sunny days. However there are still some jobs to be
done that will keep the garden looking fresh through into the autumn.
Keep dead heading to prolong the flowering season.
If you have a pond now is a good time to scoop out blanket weed. Leave the weed on the edge of the pond to allow
water creatures to make their way back in.
Harvest summer raspberries, currants, plums and garlic. Make new plants from cuttings. Keep feeding tomatoes.
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New WI Venture in the Village!
A very successful
introductory evening
to the WI was held in
Leighton Village Hall
last month…

…with lots of interested
and interesting women
going along to find out
more.

A further
meeting was
held on Wed
19th June in the
Village Hall to
finalise details of
the new WI

So look out for information in the
County Times WI page and the
next Newsletter or Tel: 01938
553736 or 01686 630 632.
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DOMINO DUDES

Ray Cadwallader marking opposition player
Keith Neesam playing Delwyn Williams.
Watching are Tom Evans, Barry Tuffin, Don
Tibbott, Eddie Jarman, Ron Mellor and Wynne
Owens.
This photo was in the County Times around
1979 when the Square & Compass dominoe
matches were the highlight of village life and
for the above team known as ‘The RAF Boys’ to
have one of their fellow players and school
friend Delwyn Williams elected to the House of
Commons as their MP was really something to
celebrate and they didn’t need an excuse to do
that! From Forden to The Palace of
Westminster but Delwyn still managed to get
back for the dominoes.
In those heady days Domino Nights were
sacred so there was no point in arranging
anything in the village on a Tuesday evening (or
a couple more nights most weeks) as they
would all be meeting in the Compass where
smoking rules were lax, laughter loud and
sideburns long!
Thanks to Lin Gethin (nee Colley) for sending
me this from her Mum Freda’s old cuttings
album. Happy days.
JW

TIME FOR A NEW BOILER?
Save money and
energy with a
modern fuel
efficient boiler

Book your
oil,gas, LPG
boiler service
TODAY!

FREE Quotations for Central Heating
Installations — with up to 10 year Guarantees
1 & 2 Jehu Road, Welshpool
Tel: 01938 552 976
Email: sales@nj-evans.co.uk
Web: www.nj-evans.co.uk

All Work Undertaken by Our Own
Qualified Local Engineers

Register

Accredited Installer

- 14 -

THE LEIGHTON DIRECTORY 1.
MID-WALES & BORDERS PEST CONTROL

COOKSON TRAVEL LTD

Wasps, Flies, Moles, Rats and Mice - whatever
your pest, we can help. Call Simon on:
01938 556807 or 07811 637896
mwbpestcontrol@gmail.com
www.midwalesborderspestcontrol.co.uk

Group Travel for all occasions
16 to 57 seat Coaches
Personal and friendly service
Tel: 01938 553465
cooksongrouptravel@yahoo.co.uk
Hope Lane : Welshpool : SY21 8HF

MOBILE CAR WASH
WE COME TO YOU
Wash & Dry
Express Wax
Full Valet

07980 500 207

KINGSWOOD FRAMES & MIRRORS
Framers, Carvers, Gilders, Restorers
Tim Haysell
Unit 2, Offa’s Dyke Business Park

Call Steve on 07980 500 207 for more details
steve.bensley@hotmail.co.uk

For property advice or a
FREE, no obligation
market appraisal please
call 01938 531 000
Alternatively for an instant online valuation please visit:

Tel: 01938 554985

VINYL REVIVAL!
Old and new vinyl needs
HI-Fi Sound from Inheritance Tracks

HEAR the difference — no more

www.tinyurl.com/MCCvalue
Email: welshpool@mccartneys.co.uk

£8.99
1,000s of sales worldwide since 1985

Main site: www.mccartneys.co.uk

Mike & Linda Patchett

Tel: 01938 580346
07842 565366

www.brooklyn-kennels-cattery.co.uk

ANDREW THOMAS

Paddock Electrical Ltd
Established 22 Years
Testing and Inspection
Fire Alarms/Emergency Lighting
Installations & Rewires
Electrical Condition Reports
Solar Panel Installation
www.paddockelectrical.co.uk
Tel 01938 555521 Email info@paddockelectrical.co.uk

ADVERTISE HERE!

Septic Tank Emptying

This space is now available.
A brilliant opportunity to promote your
new business or service in 2019.

01938 553219

Email: news@long-mountain.co.uk

Agricultural Contracting and

07860 152 612

Or phone 01938 570 675
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THE LEIGHTON DIRECTORY 2.
Sunday Roast Dinner
£8.50 served all day 12:00 - 7:00 pm
Afternoon Cream Teas 3:00 - 6:00 pm weekends
Tel: 01938 553076

NEW & USED DRESS AGENCY
Buy or Sell Brand New & Pre-loved Clothing
Please call beforehand if you wish to bring your pre-loved
clothing & accessories into our store

www.greendragonbuttingtonwelshpool.co.uk

T: 01743 790600 M: 07795 592716
E: sue.lindsay@stiperstones.net
Upstairs at CONNECTIONS,
Shrewsbury Rd, Pontesbury SYS 0QD
Facebook: Gladrags Pontesbury

DI STEVENS

BEAUTY BY AMANDA

MCSP HPC Reg

Ultimate Non-Surgical Face-Lift * Massages*
Tanning * Shellac manicures * Hair Removal *
Hot Stone Massage
For an appointment or consultation contact Amanda
on 01938 580002 or 07950 385215
“Beauty By Amanda Welshpool” for special offers
or e-mail amandaspencer@sky.com

Chartered Human and Animal Physiotherapist
07808 529925
Helping you and your loved ones reduce pain
and restore movement
Home Visits Available

Also available Spray Tan Parties; Consultant for “Arbonne”

FEEL GREAT WITH ALOE VERA
Superb quality Aloe Vera and bee products.
Drinks, topical creams, supplements,
personal care, skin care, weight management,
cosmetics, animal care (domestic and farm).
Special gift ideas. 60-day, money-back guarantee.
Try some products at home free.
Carol and Paul Harris 01938 553430
carol@aloevera.uk.net www.bit.ly/carolshop

LEIGHTON GARDENING SERVICES
For lawn-mowing, verge
clearing, paddock cutting,
cultivating, long-reach hedge
clipping, patio cleaning,
fencing, and any other
gardening needs.

Contact: 01938 570241 or 07813 720080

££££££££££££
Do you know someone who would like
some extra income
part-time, working from home?
Students? Retired people? Young mums?
If so, please contact Carol Harris
on 01938 553430 for more information

SPLASH Plumbing & Heating Engineers
GAS SAFE & OFTEC Registered. Fully Trained and CRBchecked staff. Free Quotation and Advice. Installation,
Service and Repair, from a tap washer to a complete
plumbing/heating installation. 24-hour Emergency Call Out
available to our customers. Fully Insured.
Showroom 5 & 6 Church Street Welshpool

Call your local plumbers on:
01938 555566 or 07800 552026 or 07581 033549

Range Cookers
Woodburners
Fires & Fire Places
Flue Pipes
CCTV Surveys
Installations
Dragon Works, Henfaes Lane, Welshpool
t: 01938 552246 e: kaye@derwas.co.uk
www.derwas.co.uk
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THE LEIGHTON DIRECTORY 3.
F J R OBERTS
DECORATING
Carpentry — Joinery —Furniture
INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR DECORATING
WALLPAPERING PAINT SPRAYING
WALL AND FLOOR TILING

General maintenance
Property renovations & repairs
Sheds, outbuildings & more…

TEL FRAZER ROBERTS ON 07969 130 011

All parts for each project are custom-made
in our well equipped workshop.
Call us for a free quote.
No job is too
small (or
too big!)

Thanks to all our sponsors and other donations during the last 4 years
FUTURE ISSUE DATES

STILL WANTED - A JOINT EDITOR to help
produce some of our 5 issues each year. Ideally
you would produce issues on alternate months.
A great hobby if you enjoy using a computer or
if you’d like to learn a bit about graphic design,
page layout, etc.

Deadlines about 16th of the month before
Target Delivery Dates
SEPTEMBER
and October

25th August

NOVEMBER
and December

25th October

FEBRUARY
and March

25th January

APRIL
and May

25th March

JUNE
and July

25th May

YOUR LEIGHTON
NEWS NEEDs

YOU

STILL WANTED - A NEW TREASURER after
many years of great work as our treasurer,
Tanya Allison now needs to pass the job
on to someone new. The role involves
invoicing sponsors and advertisers in the
trade directory and receiving the
generous donations from many readers.
If you can help please contact Gordon
Helliwell on 555 679
or Jane Walton on on 554 149

Interested in finding out more?
If you may be able to help in any way, please phone or email as below
The next issue will be for SEPTEMBER & OCTOBER 2019. You can send us copy for articles and
announcements any time from now on. The deadline for the next issue is: Friday 16th August 2019

David Holloway tel: 01938 570 675 email: news@long-mountain.co.uk

